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Hi Kids,
To learn and love our prophet is the best of the
happiness. His life full of good examples for
us. In this book, you will find our prophet
Mohammad’s leading life and his struggle to
relate Islam.
First of all our prophet was a father. He would
love his children and would pay attention to
them. He would respect his wife and was help-
ful. His friends would always trust him in any
matter.
He would call the humanity to prettiness, hon-
esty, to be wise and ethical and to help the
people in need.
He wanted the humans to stay away from liy-
ing, stealing, killing other people, drinking
alcohol, gambling and polluting the enviro-
ment. 
Our prophet beared many difficult situations
for the humans to be in welfare. He suffered
hunger, thirst, he was stoned, exiled, wound-
ed in wars but never gave up from his strug-
gle, because he was sent by Allah to relate the
straight path Islam.
Dear kids;
Our religion ‹slam is our prophet mohammad
and our holy book the Qur’an. Once we
believe in Allah, love our prophet and and
acomplish our holy books orders then we will
be happy and successfull.
Then, we must know our prophet well, love
him, and take him as a model. This book has
been prepared to help you in these matters.
We hope you will enjoy this book. 
You kids are our future and we love you so
much…
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Everybody Was Waiting For Him
The period prior to the emergence of Islam was
known as the Jahiliyya – The Age of Ignorance. It was
period when people were uncivilised. The weak and
helpless were forced into slavery and marginalised
from society. The bonds between kin and neighbours
were not strong, and people had no trust for each
other. Women were debased and newly born girls
were buried alive. People worshiped idols and
believe in superstition. Two people who lived during
that time explain the following:

“We had ignorant and barbaric lives. We worshiped
idols, we were immoral and we fought amongst our
kin. We didn’t honour our neighbours and the strong
amongst us oppressed the weak.”
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“We are people who lived the Age of Ignorance. We
would worship idols and burry our own children
alive. I had a daughter. When I’d called her she’d
come running in joy. One day I called her as usual
and took her to a nearby well. I grabbed her by the
hands and threw her down the chute. She cried
‘father!’ Her voice still haunts me.”

Was this all that occurred? Definitely not! 

People worshiped idols in place of the true God. The
house of Allah, the Kaaba, was filled with idols. 

People were forced into slavery and were bought and
sold in slave markets. Human life had no value what-
soever. 

The strong oppressed the weak. The weak had
nowhere to go in order to seek their rights. Those
who were powerful took advantage of the status quo.

People would consume vast amounts of alcohol, pros-
tituted women and would gamble all night. 

Some individuals were uncomfortable with this state
of affairs yet, there was little they could do. Their
numbers were limited and they were unhappy with
the state of society. They yearned for somebody who
would guide the society to the right path. As in the
past, was Allah the Almighty going to send a prophet?

Many people were concerned with this issue. The
same had occurred in the past ages and on each occa-
sionAllahhad sent a prophet to guide humanity. The



prophets proclaimed the right path. Some people
believed in them and others denied their messages.

For example Noah, Salih and Hud were prophets of
Allah. Each was sent to a society, similar to the peo-
ple of Mecca, who had strayed from the right path.
Allah sent these prophets to warn people and each of
them strived to proclaim his law. 

Abraham was a prophet who strived relentlessly.
Those who denied his prophethood tried to burn
him. However, Allah the Almighty saved him from
the fire.

Allah gave books to some prophets . These holy scrip-
tures enlightened people. Allah gave prophet Moses
the Torah, prophet David the Psalms and prophet
Jesus the Bible. Each of the prophets invited people
to the truth and righteousness.

It had been nearly 600 years since the death of
prophet Jesus. People had begun to act unjustly and
rebel against Allah. The wise men thought the arrival
of a new prophet was near. Everyone was waiting for
the new prophet.

AHoly Birth
It was the last days in the month of April. Abdulmut-
talib was awaiting a grandson. His birth was imma-
nent.

He reflected on recent events and turned to the

IItt  wwaass  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff
AApp  rriill  iinn  tthhee  yyee  aarr  557711..
OOnn  tthhee  2200tthh  ddaayy  oouurr
pprroopp  hheett  wwaass  bboorrnn..
mmYZnn
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Kaaba. What had happened appeared in front of him
once more: his confrontation with the governor of
Yemen, Abraha, who had come to destroy the Kaaba
and the sight of his camels being taken away.While
Abraha expected Abdulmuttalib to plead for the
Kaaba he said, “I’m the owner of my camels, and
Allah is the owner of the Kaaba. He will protect it.”
Allah did protect the Kaaba and Abdulmuttalib once
again felt His greatness. 

As he thought of his son Abdullah (Mohammad’s
father), sorrow had overwhelmed him. It was difficult
for him. His son had passed away shortly after his
marriage to Amina. Now he was waiting the birth of
his grandchild. 

At that moment someone came running. “Greetings
Abdulmuttalib. You’ve just had a grandson.” The old
man felt his heart beating rapidly. His eyes were filled
with tears of joy.
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HHaavvee  yyoouu  nnoott
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  hhooww  yyoouurr

LLoorrdd  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  tthhee
ppoosssseessssoorrss  ooff  tthhee

eelleepphhaanntt??  DDiidd  HHee  nnoott
ccaauussee  tthheeiirr  wwaarr  ttoo
eenndd  iinn  ccoonnffuussiioonn,,

AAnndd  sseenndd  ddoowwnn  ((ttoo
pprreeyy))  uuppoonn  tthheemm

bbiirrddss  iinn  fflloocckkss,,
CCaassttiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm
ssttoonneess  ooff  bbaakkeedd  ccllaayy,,
SSoo  HHee  rreennddeerreedd  tthheemm
lliikkee  ssttrraaww  eeaatteenn  uupp??

((SSuu  rraahh  FFii  iill))

mmYZnn
DDiidd  HHee  nnoott  ffiinndd  yyoo  uu
aann  oorrpp  hhaann  aanndd  ggii  vvee

yyoo  uu  sshheell  tteerr??
((DDuu  hhaa,,66))

mmYZnn



He came running home. As he entered the house he
heard the sound of a crying infant. He took him in his
arms and he felt a mixed feeling of happiness and
sorrow. When he kissed him he remembered his son
Abdullah. He wanted to cry, but didn’t want to cry in
front of others. He preferred to cry silently. Abdul-
muttalib turned to Amina and asked her what they
should name the child. She said, “Mohammad” He
became silent. The name was not familiar in their
household. Amina explained the dream she saw
whereby she was told, “You will give birth to a son.
Name him Mohammad.” Abdulmuttalib thus named
his orphaned grandson Mohammad.

He then took his tiny grandchild to the Kaaba. He
prayed, thanking Allah the Almighty for giving him
a grandson. When asked why he named him Moham-
mad , “so that people and Allah would praise him”,
he replied. 

When Abdulmuttalib returned from the Kaaba he
saw that his wife and his son Abbas had come to
Amina’s house. It was a custom to visit the house of
the newly born baby. Abbas was only three years old.
With a look of astonishment Abbas gazed at him and
touched his face with his small hands. He wanted to
kiss him. He then leaned over his cot and kissed
Mohammad.

First Departure
The hot climate of Mecca was not appropriate for
raising babies. Thus, many people in Mecca would
send their infants to the villages where they were nur-

P A R T  1 :  T H E  O R P  H A N  M O  H A M  M A D r L E  A R  N I N G  A B O  U T  M Y  P R O P  H E Tr 11 33



tured by a foster mother. This was a source of income
in these villages.

It had been one week since the birth of Mohammad
(pbuh). In accordance with this custom Amina was
looking for a step mother. However, most people
didn’t want to take a child who’s father had passed
away as they thought they wouldn’t be able to earn
much. 

His grandfather was searching as well. He took his
grandson in his arms and roamed the streets in
search of someone who would accept the infant. It was
difficult, yet Abdulmuttalib didn’t relent. After a long
search he found a lady named Halima and asked,
“would you like to look after an orphan?”Halima did-
n’t have any other children in her custody and after
discussions with her husband she accepted the pro-
posal.

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  pprroopphheett’’ss
mmaarrrriiaaggee  ttoo  HHaattiijjaa,,

HHaalliimmaa  ccaammee  ttoo
MMeeccccaa  ttoo  vviissiitt  hhiimm..

OOuurr  pprroopphheett  hhuuggggeedd
hheerr  aanndd  ssaaiidd,,  ““mmyy
bbeelloovveedd  mmootthheerr..””

HHee  aasskkeedd  iiff  sshhee  hhaadd
aannyy  nneeeeddss..    HHaalliimmaa
ttoolldd  hhiimm  tthhaatt  tthheerree

wwaass  aa  sseevveerree
ddrroouugghhtt  iinn  hheerr

rreeggiioonn  aanndd  tthhaatt  iitt
hhaadd  ccaauusseedd  mmuucchh

hhaarrddsshhiipp  ffoorr  tthhee
iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee

vviillllaaggee..    HHee  sseenntt  hheerr
ooffff  wwiitthh  aa  ggiifftt  ooff  4400
sshheeeepp  aanndd  aa  ccaammeell..

mmYZnn
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Halima took Mohammad (pbuh) and after prepara-
tions they embarked on a journey. It was a long jour-
ney and she finally arrived at her village. 

Mohammad (pbuh) was growing fast and his new sis-
ter Shayma and brother Abdullah had become accus-
tomed to him. Mohammad (pbuh) enjoyed the vil-
lage environment and playing in the fields. He was
happy there.

Not before long Halima’s husband realised that
Mohammad (pbuh) was a different child. This was
because his arrival had bought their house more
happiness and blessings. 

Time was progressing rapidly and Mohammad
(pbuh) had reached the age of 5. It was time for him
to return to his mother Amina. However, Halima and
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her family had become so accustomed to him that this
would be a difficult separation. She took him back to
Mecca and when handing him to Amina she wept.
She felt like she was loosing her own child. Halima
left Mecca to her village in sarrow. 

Mohammad (pbuh) spent his days in Mecca becom-
ing accustomed to his mother’s household.

Amina’s brothers were living in Madinah. So Amina
took Mohammad to visit her brothers. His nanny
Ummu Ayman came with them as well. They stayed
in Madinah for a month and then departed for
Mecca. On their arrival at the village of Ebwa, Amina
became ill.

His Mother’s Last Kiss
In Mecca Ummu Ayman went searching for Abdul-
muttalib. They were able to reach the town after 5
days. How was she going to tell him of her death? At
that momant the sight of Mohammad (pbuh)
appeared in front of her eyes. The orphan had now
lost his mother as well. 

On finding Abdulmuttalib she was unable to hide her
tears. Abdulmuttalib knew of his bride Amina’s ill-
ness. However, he was anxious because he was unable
to receive any further news. He became even more
nervous when he didn’t see Amina with Ummu
Ayman. The news wasn’t good. He knew this from the
look on her face. Ummu Ayman put her head down
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OOuurr  bbeelloovveedd
pprroopphheett  vviissiitteedd  hhiiss

mmootthheerr’’ss  ggrraavvee  aafftteerr
tthhee  EEmmiiggrraattiioonn  aanndd

ffiixxeedd  iitt  wwiitthh  hhiiss  oowwnn
hhaannddss..    HHee  wwaass

uunnaabbllee  ttoo  hhoolldd  bbaacckk
hhiiss  tteeaarrss  aanndd  wwhheenn
aasskkeedd  wwhhyy  hhee  wwaass

ccrryyiinngg  hhee  rreepplliieedd,,  ““II
ccrryy  oouutt  mmyy  lloovvee  ffoorr

hheerr..””

mmYZnn



and said, “Amina passed away.”Abdulmuttalib
hugged Mohammad (pbuh) tightly to relieve his
pain.

Ummu Ayman later told him about what had hap-
pened. They had left Madinah and reached Ebwa
after a two days walk. Amina became ill and once she
realised that she was living her final moments she had
a talk with her son. She kissed him and then passed
away.

After loosing his father at Madinah and his mother at
Ebwa Mohammd (pbuh) was looking for a place of
refuge. 

It was his grandfather who was to look after him from
now on.

His Grandfather
Abdulmuttalib

He lived for two years with his grandfather. They
went everywhere together. During the year of severe
drought he even took him to the prayers for rain. He
would not sit for dinner without him. Everywhere the
two would go he sit him on a pedestal. When asked
for the reason he’d reply. “ in the future he will
become an influential man.” 

A voice said, “Abdulmuttalib has died.” Everyone in
the house started crying. Those looking at Moham-
mad (pbuh) could see him in corner crying. The news
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had affected Mohammad (pbuh) more than anyone
else. Abdulmuttalib was like a father to him. His
grandfather had treated him with such compassion
that he didn’t feel he had no mother or father.

Mohammad (pbuh) was crying profoundly. He only
came to himself when someone tapped him on his
shoulder. When he looked up he saw it was his uncle
Ebu Talib. His uncle took him by the hand and raised
him to his feet. He rubbed his head and said, “Your
grandfather left you in my custody.” From that time
on, his uncle was to look after him. 

His Uncle Ebu Talib
Mohammad (pbuh) knew that preparations were
being made for a journey to Damascus. The journey
could take months. Mohammad (pbuh) didn’t want
to stay in Mecca without his uncle and asked him to
take him as well. Ebu Talib said the journey would be
long and exhausting. He could become sick and he
told him he will not be taking him.

Mohammad (pbuh) cried and grabbed the saddle of
his camel saying, “Uncle, if you go who will I stay here
with.” 

Ebu Talib was touched by his nephew’s plea and
replied, “OK. I will take you with me. From now on
the two of us will be inseparable.”

From that day on Ebu Talib took his nephew Moham-
mad (pbuh) everywhere he went.

IInn  tthhee  llaatteerr  yyeeaarrss
wwhheenn  hhiiss  uunnccllee’’ss  wwiiffee
FFaattiimmaa,,  tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerr

ooff  EEsseedd,,  ddiieedd,,  tthhee
pprroopphheett  ggrriieevveedd..    HHee
ssaaiidd,,  ““oonn  tthhiiss  ddaayy  mmyy

mmootthheerr  ddiieedd””  aanndd
mmaaddee  hheerr  aa  sshhrroouudd
ffrroomm  hhiiss  oowwnn  sshhiirrtt..
WWhheenn  aasskkeedd  aabboouutt

hheerr  hhee’’dd  ssaayy,,
““nnoobbooddyy  ddiidd  mmoorree

ggoooodd  ffoorr  mmee  tthhaann  mmyy
uunnccllee  EEbbuu  TTaalliibb  aanndd

hhiiss  wwiiffee..    SShhee  wwaass
lliikkee  aa  mmootthheerr  ttoo  mmee..

SShhee’’dd  ffeeeedd  mmee  bbeeffoorree
hheerr  oowwnn  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd
ccoommbb  mmyy  hhaaiirr  bbeeffoorree

sshhee’’dd  ccoommbb  tthheeiirrss..””

mmYZnn
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Ebu Talib had a large family and his financial situa-
tion was not good. He and his wife didn’t want
Mohammad (pbuh) to feel that he was a bourdon on
them. In return Mohammad (pbuh) would help his
uncle and wife with their affairs. At times he would do
their chores, at other times he’d look after their live-
stock and be their shepherd. His aunt would not treat
him any different than her own children.

Thus, Mohammad (pbuh) lived in his uncle’s house-
hold until adulthood. 

WWhheenn  oouurr  pprroopphheett
wwaass  aasskkeedd  wwhheetthheerr
hhee  wwoorrsshhiippeedd  ttoo
iiddoollss  oorr  ttooookk
aallccoohhooll  wwhheenn  hhee
wwaass  yyoouunngg,,  hhee
aannsswweerreedd  ‘‘NNoo’’..

HHee  wwaass  nneevveerr  mmiixxeedd
uupp  wwiitthh  tthhee
wwiicckkeeddnneessss  ooff  hhiiss
ssoocciieettyy  tthhrroouugghhoouutt
hhiiss  lliiffee..

mmYZnn
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Unity In Figh ting With
In jus ti ce

The we ak and po or we re con ti nu ally op pres sed by
the strong and the we althy. The re was a ne ed to chan ge
this sta te of af fa irs. Thus, the yo uth of Mec ca had
gathe red to dis cuss this is su e. 

Mo ham mad (pbuh) was amongst tho se who gat he red
at the ho me of Ju dan, the son of Ab dul lah. Each was
awa re of the mo ral de cay of the so ci ety. They for med
the Vir tu e So ci ety. Each mem ber pled ged to pro tect
the rights of the pe op le of Mec ca, as well as, the rights
of pe op le who we re not from Mec ca. They knew the
task ahe ad of them was a dif fi cult one. Yet, they we re
de ter mi ned to stri ve aga inst in jus ti ce.
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PART 2

THE YO UNG MO HAM MAD
(Pbuh)



At that moment a trader from the people of Zebid
came to Mecca with three camel loads of goods. Ebu
Jehil was one of the leaders of Mecca. He intented to
buy those goods at an unfairly low price. He pro-
posed a very low deal to the trader. The trader
refused to accept the price he offered and Ebu Jehil
used his influence in Mecca to stop the sales in the
local market. The Meccans feared Ebu Jehil and he
knew he could enforce his will on the people of the
town.

The trader was shocked. Someone who saw him in a
state of helplessness told him, “go and see Moham-
mad (pbuh), he will get you the price you need.” He
took heed and went to explain to Mohammad (pbuh)
his predicament. On hearing this, Mohammad
(pbuh) went to the market and purchased all the
goods at their fair value. He then went to Ebu Jehil’s
house and strongly warned him not to engage in such
action once more. Ebu Jehil was surprised by
Mohammad’s (pbuh) courage as were the people of
Mecca when they heard what had happened.

***

In a period where the strong were abusing the weak,
someone from Yemen came with his daughter to visit
the Kaaba in Mecca. On entering the town a man
approached to them. He had his eyes set on the girl
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Ebu Je hil

HHiiss  rreeaall  nnaammee  wwaass
HHiisshhaamm,,  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff
AAmmrr..    HHee  wwaass  oonnee

ooff  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrss  ooff
tthhee  KKuurraayysshh..    TThhee

pprroopphheett  nnaammeedd  hhiimm
EEbbuu  JJeehhiill  dduuee  ttoo  hhiiss
ssttaauunncchh  ooppppoossiittiioonn
ttoo  IIssllaamm..    EEbbuu  JJeehhiill
mmeeaannss::  tthhee  ffaatthheerr

ooff  iiggnnoorraannccee..
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and his intentions weren’t good. The father became
worried and started looking for help. The man kid-
napped the girl and he was helpless. Those who
heard the father’s cry for help told him to go and
explain what had happened to the members of the
“Virtue Society.”

He had no other choice and went to the Kaaba shout-
ing, “is there anybody from the Virtue Society.” All of
a sudden a number of men armed with swords
approached him and he became afraid. “What’s the
matter stranger?” they asked. On hearing the father’s
plea the armed men knew the kidnapper was Nubeyh
and they headed for his house. On arriving there they
violently knocked the door shouting, “Shame on you
Nubeyh,. Who do you think you are. Bring us this
man’s daughter immediately!” Nubeyh resisted how-
ever, the men didn’t withdraw their demand, “We are
not leaving since we have promised each other to
fight against injustice. If you don’t hand over the girl
you will suffer the consequences.” Nubeyh realised
he had no other choice but to hand over the girl.

Ro ad To Mar ria ge
Hatija was one of the leaders of Mecca and a trader
by profession. She realised that she could no longer
work on her own. She was in need of someone who
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was reliable and who could manage some of her work.

In a time where there was little trust between people

it became dif fi cult for a wo man to work on her own.

The first person that came to her mind was Moham-

mad (pbuh) . She had heard from his acquaintances

that he was a reliable and honest man. And she

thought he would be fit for a career as a trader. Hati-

ja then sent someone to him to find out his thoughts.

Mohammad (pbuh) thought about the offer and

accepted. Hatija was to delegate the management of

her affairs to Mohammad (pbuh).

***

Preparations for the caravan that was headed to

Damascus were complete. To help and teach

Mohammad (pbuh) on his first trip, Hatija sent

Maysara with him. 

The caravan reached Damascus after an epic journey.

Mohammad (pbuh) made a large profit from the

sales of the goods. Also, he bought some goods to sell

in Mecca. Maysara got to know Mohammad (pbuh)

better during the trip and was impressed by his

integrity and manner.

Maysara, gave the entire details of the journey to

Hatija. 
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An Exemp lary Hus band
And Fat her

Hatija had no doubts about Mohammad’s (pbuh)
integrity. He returned with his first caravan in full
tact and made a good profit. Everyone would praise
his noble character and manner. No one doubted
his honesty.

Hatija had two prior marriages and had many pro-
posals as a widowed lady. She refused each and every
one of them. Most of her time was spent on her house-
hold and work. This continued till she got to know
Mohammad (pbuh).

Mohammad’s (pbuh) character and personality was
attractive and she thought of marrying him. She
made a proposal. Mohammad (pbuh) had reached
the age of 25 and after considering the proposal for
marriage he accepted it.

The couple had a modest ceremony. After their mar-
riage Mohammad (pbuh) moved from his uncle Ebu
Talib’s house to live with Hatija. He was now a busy
trader and his financial situation had improved.

Ebu Talib was having financial difficulties. In order
to support and help raise his son Ali, he accepted him
into his home. 

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  PPeerriioodd  ooff
IIggnnoorraannccee  wwhheenn
ffeemmaallee  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree
ddeessppiisseedd  oouurr  pprroopphheett
wwoouulldd  ssttaanndd  uupp
wwhheenn  FFaattiimmaa  aarrrriivveedd,,
hhee’’dd  kkiissss  hheerr  oonn  hheerr
cchheeeekkss  aanndd  lleett  hheerr  ssiitt
iinn  hhiiss  sseeaatt..  
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EEbbuu  LLeehheebb  aanndd  hhiiss
wwiiffee  wweerree  tthhee
ssttaauunncchheesstt
ooppppoonneennttss  ooff  IIssllaamm..
TThhee  SSuurraahh  TTaabbbbaatt
wwaass  rreevveeaalleedd  dduuee  ttoo
tthhee  eevviill  tthheeyy
ccoommmmiitttteedd  aaggaaiinnsstt
tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..    TThhiiss
ooccccuurrrreedd  wwhhiillee  tthhee
pprroopphheett’’ss  ttwwoo
ddaauugghhtteerrss  UUmm
GGuulltthhuumm  aanndd  RRuukkiiyyyyaa
wweerree  eennggaaggeedd  ttoo
EEbbuu  LLeehheebb’’ss  ttwwoo
ssoonnss..  OOnn  tthhee
rreevveellaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss
SSuurraahh,,  EEbbuu  LLeehheebb
aanndd  hhiiss  wwiiffee  ffoorrcceedd
tthheeiirr  ssoonnss  ttoo  ddiivvoorrccee
tthheeiirr  wwiivveess..    TThhiiss
hhuurrtt  bbootthh  tthhee
pprroopphheett  aanndd  HHaattiijjaa
yyeett,,  tthheeyy  rreemmaaiinneedd
ssuuppppoorrttiivvee  ooff  tthheeiirr
ddaauugghhtteerrss..
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Mohammad (pbuh) and Hatija loved each other
dearly. They had a happy household and were a good
example to others. Their first child had brought
them joy. Hatija was now a mother and Mohammad
(pbuh) a father. They named the boy Kasim. Unfor-
tunately, the first child that they loved so dearly
passed away in his infancy. After Kasim, Hatija gave
birth to Zaynab, Ummu Gulthum, Rukiyya, Fatima
and Abdullah.

***

In his later years our beloved prophet remarried in
Madinah after the death of Hatija. He had a son
named Ibrahim from his wife Mariya. When Ibrahim
was born it was a custom to send the new child to a fos-
ter mother. Although his son was located at a distant
location, our prophet would regularly visit his son.
He would love him and play with him each time.

When Ib ra him was 18 months old, his fos ter mot her
sent a news that he was ill. Mo ham mad (pbuh) rus hed
to her vil la ge with a few fri ends.

Ibrahim was very ill and our prophet took him in his
arms. Ibrahim was living his last moments. He could
not bare the sight of his dying child and began to cry.
He wept as he kissed his son. The companions were
touched by this and were surprised to see him cry.
“Why are you crying,” they asked. He replied, “Eyes

OOnnee  ooff  tthhee
ccoommppaanniioonnss  RRaaffii

eexxppllaaiinnss,,  ““WWhheenn  II
wwaass  aa  cchhiilldd  II  wwaass

nnaauugghhttyy  aanndd  wwoouulldd
tthhrrooww  ssttoonneess  ttoo  ddaattee

ttrreeeess..    OOnnee  ddaayy  tthhee
oowwnneerr  ooff  aa  ggaarrddeenn

ccaauugghhtt  mmee  aanndd  ttooookk
mmee  ttoo  tthhee  pprroopphheett

aasskkiinngg  hhiimm  ttoo  ppuunniisshh
mmee..    TThhee  pprroopphheett

ssaaiidd,,  ““WWhhyy  ddiidd  yyoouu
ssttoonnee  tthhee  ddaattee  ttrreeee

mmyy  ssoonn..””

II  rreepplliieedd,,  ““II  ddiidd  iitt
bbeeccaauussee  II  wwaass

hhuunnggrryy..””

TThhee  pprroopphheett  ssaaiidd,,
““DDoonn’’tt  ssttoonnee  tthhee

ddaattee  ttrreeeess  mmyy  ssoonn..
EEaatt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffrruuiitt

tthhaatt  hhaass  ffaalllleenn  oonn  tthhee
ggrroouunndd..    AAllllaahh  wwiillll

ffeeeedd  yyoouu..””    HHee
rruubbbbeedd  mmyy  hheeaadd  aanndd

pprraayyeedd  ffoorr  mmee,,  ““OO
AAllllaahh,,  ffiillll  hhiiss

ssttoommaacchh..””
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cry and the heart mourns. I cry out of love for my
child. There is no mercy for those who don’t have
mercy.” 

The de ath of a child is the grea test sor row for a moth-
er or fat her. The prop het lo ved his chil dren de arly
and was a man who ex pe ri en ced this sor row. The
prop het who was rai sed as an orp han him self was at
the fu ne ral of every one of his chil dren ex cept for Fa -
ti ma.

***

His fat her had be en loo king for his son Zayd for ye -
ars. He knew he had be co me a sla ve. Ho we ver, he had
lost all tra ces of him.

On le ar ning that his son was with Mo ham mad (pbuh)
he be ca me very wor ri ed. He went to Mo ham mad
(pbuh) crying. The fat her fea red that the Prop het wo -
uld de mand a high pri ce for his son’s free dom and
was pre pa red to pay a hefty pri ce. Mo ham mad
(pbuh) didn’t say a word and tur ned to Zeyd,

“Yo u can eit her stay with me or go with yo ur fat her.”
His fat her was ex ci ted. Ob vio usly, he wo uld ac cept
his wis hes. Zayd loo ked at both of them and sa id,

“Father, I don’t want to come. This family didn’t
make me miss you. I found love and peace here. I
don’t want to leave.”

The fat her was be wil de red by his son’s as ser ti ve ness.

HHiiss  ggrraannddcchhiillddrreenn
wweerree  vveerryy  lluucckkyy  ttoo
hhaavvee  aa  ggrraannddffaatthheerr
lliikkee  tthhee  pprroopphheett..    HHee
wwoouulldd  ppllaayy  aanndd  jjookkee
wwiitthh  tthheemm  aanndd  wwoouulldd
aacctt  lliikkee  aa  ffaatthheerr..

OOuurr  pprroopphheett  lloovveedd  hhiiss
ggrraannddssoonn  UUmmaammaa..
WWhhiillee  hhee  wwaass
pprraayyiinngg,, UUmmaammaa
wwoouulldd  cclliimmbb  oonn  hhiiss
bbaacckk..    HHee  wwoouulldd  nnoott
ggeett  aannggrryy  aanndd  wwoouulldd
ccoonnttiinnuuee  hhiiss  pprraayyeerrss..
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TThhee  bbeelloovveedd  pprroopphheett
wwaass  ssoo  wwaarrmm  ttoo  hhiiss
ggrraannddcchhiillddrreenn  tthhaatt
tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  lloovvee
ssppeennddiinngg  ttiimmee  wwiitthh
hhiimm..    HHee  wwoouulldd  ttaakkee
HHaassaann  aanndd  HHuussaaiinn  oonn
hhiiss  bbaacckk    aanndd  ssaayy,,
““KKiiddss,,  yyoouurr  ccaammeell  iiss
vveerryy  nniiccee,,  yyoouu  ttwwoo
aarree  nniiccee  aass  wweellll..””  
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How co uld it be that a sla ve do es not wish to lea ve his
mas ter? Co uld this be pos sib le? How co uld a sla ve be
so lo yal to his mas ter? He re tur ned to his vil la ge
empty han ded but, with pea ce of mind.

Zayd’s lo yalty had to uc hed Mo ham mad (pbuh) and
he to ok him in to his ho use hold as a fos ter child.

They All Trus ted Him
Mo ham mad (pbuh) had tur ned 35. One day he left
ho me and be gan wal king to wards the Kaa ba. Theft,
fra ud, fa mily fe uds we re on the ri se and the re was no
sen se of trust bet we en pe op le. This had sad de ned
him and he wan ted to do so met hing to chan ge this
sta te of af fa irs.

With this thought in mind he turned to the Kaaba.
The Kaaba was under repair and he wanted to see
how much progress had been made. As he
approached the Kaaba a group turned to him saying,
“There’s Mohammad (pbuh), he’s an upright and a
fair man!” Mohammad (pbuh) was surprised. He
couldn’t understand what had happened. One of the
men then turned to him saying,

-As you know we have been repairing the Kaaba for a
long time. We removed the Black Stone that was
named by our forefathers. Now we wish to put it back
in its place. But, all the tribes claims the right to this

TThhee  pprroopphheett  wwaass
ttoolldd  ooff  tthhee  iillllnneessss  ooff

oonnee  ooff  hhiiss
ggrraannddcchhiillddrreenn..    HHee

tthheenn  wweenntt  ttoo
ZZaayynnaabb’’ss  hhoouussee..

TThhee  cchhiilldd  wwaass  lliivviinngg
hhiiss  llaasstt  mmoommeennttss..
WWiitthhiinn  mmoommeennttss

tthhee  cchhiilldd  ttooookk  hhiiss
ffiinnaall  bbrreeaatthhss  iinn  hhiiss

aarrmmss..    HHee  wweepptt  aanndd
ssaaiidd,,  ““TThheessee  tteeaarrss

aarree  tthhee  ccoommppaassssiioonn
AAllllaahh  hhaass  ppuutt  iinn  tthhee

hheeaarrttss  ooff  ppeeooppllee..
AAllllaahh  lloovveess  tthhoossee

wwhhoo  aarree
ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee..””
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honour. Just as a violent brawl was about to erupt
someone suggested that the first person to walk
through the door of Beni Shayba should be allowed
to judge on the matter. Everyone accepted this pro-
posal and we were pleased to see you coming through
the door. You are the most worthy person in Mecca
of this honour. Since we would leave our good in your
custody during times when we couldn’t even trust our
brothers. 

Knowing the significance of the Black Stone,
Mohammad (pbuh) placed it on a large blanket. The
tribe leaders held the blanket from each of its cor-
ners. When they raised the stone he picked it up and
put it in its place.

The feu ding tri bes we re happy with the out co me and
they all prai sed his in ge nu ity. 

OOnn  oonnee  ooccccaassiioonn
MMoohhaammmmaadd  ((ppbbuuhh))
hheelldd  HHaassaann  iinn  hhiiss
aarrmmss  aanndd  kkiisssseedd
hhiimm..    WWiitthh  hhiimm  wwaass
oonnee  ooff  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrss
ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff
TTeemmiimm..    TThhee  mmaann
ccoouullddnn’’tt
uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee
bboonndd  bbeettwweeeenn  aa
ggrraannddffaatthheerr  aanndd  hhiiss
ggrraannddcchhiilldd..    ““II  hhaavvee
1100  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  II
hhaavvee  nneevveerr  kkiisssseedd
eevveenn  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm,,””
hhee  ssaaiidd..    TThhee
pprroopphheett  rreepplliieedd,,
““TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  mmeerrccyy
ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoonn’’tt
hhaavvee  mmeerrccyy..    AAllllaahh
wwoonn’’tt  hhaavvee  mmeerrccyy
oonn  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee
nnoo  mmeerrccyy  oonn
ootthheerrss..””
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The First Meeting With Jibril
When he was in Mecca, Mohammad (pbuh) would go
to the cave of Hira at the mountain of Nur to think
and pray. This was his place of shelter. The mountain
of Nur was so high that the whole Mecca, including
the Kaaba, could be seen from its summit. He would
withdraw to the quiet of the mountain and remain
there for days.

On one day he went to Hira and spent the whole night
praying. He was tired and the dawn was approaching.
As the darkness of the night began to recede, sud-
denly something appeared. He had never seen such
thing before. It said, “Read.” Mohammad (pbuh)
became very scared. His hands began to shake and in
a fearful force he replied, “I cannot read.” It then
embraced him violently and let him go. He momen-
tarily began to suffocate. Once again the unknown

Pea ce be on
the prop het

AAllllaahh  tthhee  AAllmmiigghhttyy
oorrddeerrss  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo
pprraaiissee  tthhee  pprroopphheettss..
TThhuuss,,  tthhee  wwoorrddss

““SSaallllaallllaahhuu  aalleeyyhhii
wwee  sseelllleemm””  ((ppeeaaccee
bbee  uuppoonn  hhiimm))  aarree
ssaaiidd  oonn  mmeennttiioonniinngg
oouurr  pprroopphheett’’ss
nnaammee..    TThhiiss  iiss  aann
eexxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  lloovvee
aanndd  rreessppeecctt..  IItt  iiss
wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthhee
aabbbbrreevviiaatteedd  ffoorrmm,,
((ppbbuuhh))..
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being told him to “Read.” He replied “I cannot read.”
On the third occasion Mohammad (pbuh) repeated
these words that he had been taught:

Read!

In the name of your Lord!

Created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood

Read, for your Lord most bountiful. 

He taught man that which he did not know. 

He was scared and could not understand what had
just happened . He came out of the cave. He had to
go back to his wife Hatija. As he descended from the
mountain he heard this strong voice, “You are the
messenger of Allah and I’m Jibril.” It was the same
voice he heard in the cave only more forceful. The
huge being suddenly appeared. It repeated, “You are
the messenger of Allah and I’m Jibril.” Mohammad
(pbuh) could not move and his breathing became
shallow. He looked up once more to see it repeating
the same sentence. He wanted to look away yet, wher-
ever he looked he engulfed by the sight of the angel. 

The angel disappeared and Mohammad (pbuh) was
scared. With nervous strides he raced back to Mecca.

AAllllaahh  aanndd  hhiiss  aannggeellss
sseenndd  bblleessssiinngg  oonn

tthhee  pprroopphheett::  OO  yyoouu
tthhaatt  bbeelliieevvee!!  SSeenndd
yyoouurr  bblleessssiinnggss  oonn

hhiimm,,  aanndd  ssaalluuttee  hhiimm
wwiitthh  aallll  rreessppeecctt..

((AAhh  zzaabb  5566))
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TThhee  ffiirrsstt  rree  vvee  llaa  ttii  oonn
wwaass  rree  cceeii  vveedd  oonn  tthhee

NNiigghhtt  ooff  KKaa  ddiirr  iinn
tthhee  yyee  aarr  661100..
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TThhee  ffiirrsstt  vveerr  sseess  rree  --
vveeaa  lleedd  wwee  rree  tthhee

ffiirrsstt  55  vveerr  sseess  ooff  tthhee
cchhaapp  tteerr  AAllaakk..
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AAllaakk  rree  ffeerrss  ttoo  tthhee
eemmbb  rryyoo  dduu  rriinngg  tthhee
ccrree  aattii  oonn  ooff  tthhee  hhuu  --

mmaann  bbee  iinnggss..
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A Trustworthy Friend Hatija 
With his trembling voice Mohammad (pbuh) asked
Hatija to cover his body. Hatija was unaware of
what had occurred. He then went into a deep sleep.

On waking he explained to his wife what had
happened. Unable to understand the meaning he
said, “I was nervous and afraid.” Hatija tried to
calm him and replied:

–Don’t fear. I swear by Allah that He will never
humiliate you. For you honour your kin, you are
always truthful and help the weak. You feed the
poor, you are hospitable to your visitors and
generous to those in need.” 

***

Hatija tried to understand what had just happened to
her spouse. She knew him well and loved him.
Throughout their marriage she never heard any lies
from Mohammad (pbuh). She believed in him and
knew that this was an extraordinary event.

Hatija’s cousin Waraka was an experienced and wise
man. They both went to see him. If there was some-
body who would know what had happened it would
be Waraka.

Waraka carefully listened to the story and after a pro-
found silence replied,

“The being you saw was the same Angel that Allah
sent to Prophet Moses. If only I was younger,I would

P A R T  3 : B E  I N G  G I  V E N  T H E  P R O P  H E T  H O  O D . . .  r L E  A R  N I N G  A B O  U T  M Y  P R O P  H E T r 3333



be with you when the peoplewill drive you out of your
hometown.

Hatija and Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) looked each
other in the eye. There was a look on his face that had
never been seen before. In a sad tone he asked,

–Are they going to drive me out of Mecca?

Waraka:

–Yes. Because the prophets that he got the same mes-
sage as yours were all exiled. If I live till that day I will
definitely support you.

Mohammad (pbuh) was relieved after listening to
Waraka. His wife had believed and trusted him. He
always relied on her support. Waraka related some
important information and Prophet Mohammad
(pbuh) tried to understand what he had said. He told
him that he was facing a new mission. Allah had given
him the duty of prophethood. He was 40 years old
and he was to invite people to the truth and strive
against injustice.

***

When the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) read the first
few verses of the Holy Quran and asked “Who will
belive me now?”, Hadija had lightened his load (even
if slightly) by saying, “Even if no-one else belives, I
will”, for the Holy Prophet (pbuh) had been given the
heaviest possible responsibilty that could ever be
placed upon a human being. The Holy Prophet
Mohammad (pbuh) was able to overcome the diffi-
culties of the first few days of the Divine Inspiration
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The Qur’an
TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  wwaass

rreevveeaalleedd  ttoo
MMoohhaammmmaadd  ((ppbbuuhh))

iinn  vveerrsseess  aanndd
cchhaapptteerrss

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  aa  ppeerriioodd
ooff  2233  yyeeaarrss..    IItt
ccoonnssiisstt  ooff  111144

cchhaapptteerrss    aanndd  66223366
vveerrsseess..    QQuurr’’aann  iiss

tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  AAllllaahh,,
rreeaaddiinngg  iitt  iiss

wwoorrsshhiippppiinngg..  IItt
ccoonnttaaiinnss  pprriinncciipplleess,,
oorrddeerrss,,  rreessttrriiccttiioonnss

aanndd  aaddvviicceess  ffoorr
hhuummaannss  ttoo  ccoonnvveeyy

hhaappppiinneessss  ttoo  tthhee
wwoorrlldd  lliiffee  aanndd  tthhee

aafftteerrlliiffee..""SSuurreellyy  tthhiiss
QQuurr’’aann  gguuiiddeess  ttoo

tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  mmoosstt
uupprriigghhtt  aanndd  ggiivveess
ggoooodd  nneewwss  ttoo  tthhee
bbeelliieevveerrss  wwhhoo  ddoo

ggoooodd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  sshhaallll
hhaavvee  aa  mmaaggnniiffiicceenntt

rreewwaarrdd..

((IIss  rraa  99))
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owing to the support of his trusting, loyal and under-
standing wife, Hadija.

The first people to embrace the new religion were
Hatija and his uncle’s son, Ali. Our prophet began to
secretly worship Allah the Almighty together with his
family. Simultaneously, they secretly invited the peo-
ple of Mecca to embrace Islam. On inviting people to
Islam they faced many difficulties and abuse. Regard-
less of all these, the number of believers grew.

The Growing Message 
Allah the Almighty wanted our prophet to warn his
family. Thus, he gathered his entire relatives for a
meal and after finishing, he invited them to Islam .

Our prophet’s uncle Ebu Leheb was defiant and
reacted vehemently, “I’ve never seen anyone inviting
his family to such a bad path.” On hearing this they
dispersed. The prophet was determined and made
another invitation the following day. At this gather-
ing he talked of the oneness of Allah and that he was
his final prophet. His objective was to fulfil the duty
that Allah the Almighty had given him. 

Our beloved prophet wanted to proclaim his mes-
sage to all the people of Mecca. He entered the city
square and stood on a high place calling “People of
Kuraysh!” They began to gather around him. The
prophet (pbuh) continued:

–If I was to tell you there is an enemy army on the
other side of this hill would you all believe me?

AAnndd  wwaarrnn  yyoouurr
nneeaarreesstt  rreellaattiioonnss,,

AAnndd  bbee  kkiinndd  ttoo  hhiimm
wwhhoo  ffoolllloowwss  yyoouu  ooff
tthhee  bbeelliieevveerrss..

BBuutt  iiff  tthheeyy  ddiissoobbeeyy
yyoouu,,  tthheenn  ssaayy::
SSuurreellyy  II  aamm  ffrreeee  ooff
tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy
wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ddoo..

((SShhuuaa  rraa  221144--221166))
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In unison they replied:

–Yes. We have never heard you lie before. He contin-
ued:

–I swear by Allah that one day you will all die and be
resurrected to give an account for all of what you have
done. There is paradise for the good and hell for the
bad. I have been given the duty to warn you of the dif-
ficulty on the Day of Judgement. Those who believe
in the oneness of Allah and my prophethood will be
saved on that day. Those who don’t believe will be
subjected to much hardship. Are you ready to sup-
port me in this call?

Those who gathered were bemused. Ebu Leheb dis-
played his enmity once more and hurled a stone at
our beloved prophet shouting:

–Did you gather us here to talk such nonsense?

Although he may not have succeeded in finding new
adherents the people of Mecca were made aware of
the great call of Islam. 

The House of Erkam
Omar, the son of Hattab, was a strong and
courageous man. Nobody would dare confront him
and most people who saw him would walk the other
way. He heard that Mohammad (pbuh) had
announced his prophethood and decided to
murder him. On his way to the prophet he met
Nuaym. Nuaym had become a Muslim, however, he
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didn’t reveal this to anyone. When he saw Omar in
such an angry state,

–Where to, he enquired. Omar replied:

–I’m going to kill Mohammad, Nuaym became cau-
tious:

–Well, you have a hard task ahead of you. In order to
protect the Prophet (pbuh) and divert Omar’s atten-
tion he added:

–I’d be more worried about your sister and brother in
law if I were you. They’ve also become Muslims.
Omar became furious and left to his sister’s house.

On arriving he heard a recitation. He realised that
they had both become Muslims. He raided their
house. 

Without giving them a chance to realise what had
happened he grabbed and threw both of them in
either direction of the room. He was in such a rage
that he drew his sword at his sister who cried aloud:

–Fear Allah Omar. Let it be known to you aswell that
we became Muslims. Regardless of what you do we
will not revoke our religion.

Omar was surprised with her brave defiance in the
face of his sword. How dare she oppose the sword of
Omar. He couldn’t understand why he momentarily
paused. He began to feel the hand holding his sword
tremble. He sat down. Then he asked what his sister
was reciting. Once she noticed Omar was calmer she
brought a copy of the verses they were reciting. 

His sister and brother in law were surprised at Omar’s

The Abyssinian
Bilal

BBiillaall  wwaass  aa  ssllaavvee  wwhhoo
bbeeccaammee  aa  MMuusslliimm..
HHiiss  mmaasstteerr  ssuubbjjeecctteedd
hhiimm  ttoo  ttoorrttuurree
bbeeccaauussee  hhee  hhaadd
eemmbbrraacceedd  IIssllaamm
wwiitthhoouutt  hhiiss  ccoonnsseenntt..
HHee  ttooookk  BBiillaall  oouutt  ttoo
tthhee  hhoott  ssaannddss  ooff  tthhee
ddeesseerrtt  aanndd  ppllaacceedd  aa
ggiiaanntt  ssttoonnee  oonn  hhiiss
cchheesstt  tthhrreeaatteenniinngg,,  ““iiff
yyoouu  ddoonn’’tt    ggiivvee  uupp
yyoouurr  rreelliiggiioonn  II  wwiillll  kkiillll
yyoouu  iinn  tthhiiss  mmaannnneerr..””
IInn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  tthhiiss
ggrraavvee  ttoorrttuurree  hhee  ssttiillll
pprrooccllaaiimmeedd,,  ““AAllllaahh  iiss
oonnee  aanndd  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt..
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change. He began to read the verses. He continued
to read and it became obvious that he was affected.
He had become a new Omar. He asked about the
house of Erkam and then left.

During the time when the believers in Allah were lim-
ited in number, Prophet Mohammad (pbuh)
searched for a place to gather. Erkam’s house was on
the outskirts of Mecca and did not attract the atten-
tion of foreigners. He would gather there with his
friends.

Nuaym came running to Erkam’s house. He
explained that Omar was keen on killing the
prophet. All those in the house were ready to protect
the prophet at all cost even if their own lives.

On Omar’s arrival there was a profound silence at
Erkam’s house. He entered and said that he came to
see the prophet. The prophet asked him to
approach. Omar came slowly, knelt on the floor and
uttered the following words:

–There is no god but Allah, Mohammad is the mes-
senger of Allah.”

Those present at Erkam’s house were shocked. Omar
had become a Muslim.

The conversion of Omar had strengthened the Mus-
lims. They went in a group to the Kaaba to perform
prayers. There was no longer a need to hide their
beliefs. Their numbers were growing rapidly. They
could no longer fit in Erkam’s house.

The Islamic call had to be conveyed outside of Mecca
as well. The prophet began to visit communities out-

TToorr  ttuu  rree  ttoo  tthhee
pprroopp  hheett

OOff  tthhee  CCoommppaanniioonnss
MMuunnbbiitt  eexxppllaaiinnss,,  ““II

ssaaww  AAllllaahh’’ss
mmeesssseennggeerr  aanndd  hhee
ssaaiidd  iiff  yyoouu  ssaayy  ‘‘llaa

iillaahhee  iillllaallllaahh’’  yyoouu  wwiillll
bbee  ssaavveedd..    WWhheenn

ppeeooppllee  hheeaarrdd  tthhiiss
ssoommee  ssppaatt  oonn  hhiimm,,

ootthheerrss  tthhrreeww  ddiirrtt  oonn
hhiimm  aanndd  ssoommee

sshhoouutteedd  aabbuussee..    TThhiiss
ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttiillll  tthhee

aafftteerrnnoooonn..    AAtt  tthhaatt
mmoommeenntt  hhiiss

ddaauugghhtteerr  ZZaayynnaabb
aarrrriivveedd  wwiitthh  aa  ccuupp  ooff

wwaatteerr..    HHee  wwaasshheedd
hhiiss  hhaannddss  aanndd  ffaaccee

aanndd  hhaadd  ssoommee  ttoo
ddrriinnkk..    TTuurrnniinngg  ttoo

hheerr  hhee  ssaaiidd,,  ““DDoonn’’tt
ccrryy  mmyy  ddeeaarr..

DDeeffiinniitteellyy,,  AAllllaahh  wwiillll
pprrootteecctt  yyoouurr  ffaatthheerr..
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side the town. There were times when he was seen
favourable and times when he was subjected to the
harshest of abuse. Nevertheless, our prophet contin-
ually strived to proclaim the message of Islam with-
out becoming despondent or helpless.

The Suppression Begins
The number of people embracing the Islamic call was
growing rapidly. This made the Pagans anxious.
They wanted to destroy the morale of the Muslims
and prevent the growth of Islam by systematically
ridiculing the believers. They began to publicly has-
sle and verbally abuse Muslims. When they saw the
beloved prophet they would say, “Look, there’s the
man who gets messages from the sky.” They didn’t
stop there. Although they knew the prophet very
well, they called him insane, a magician and a fortune
teller. Their opposition was so strong that they went
as far as attempting murder. 

Yet, they were still unable to prevent the growing
number of the believers. Muslims would not give up
their beliefs. The Pagans were helpless. The leaders
of Mecca organised a meeting with the prophet’s
uncle, Ebu Talib, and talked about him on recent
developments and asked him to convince his
nephew. They told him:

–Tell your nephew to abandon this cause.

Ebu Talib called his nephew and conveyed their
demands. The prophet’s reply was:
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–If you were to put the sun in my right hand and the
moon in my left, I still won’t abandon this cause till
the day I die.

Ebu Talib knew about the injustices of the Meccans
and was impressed by the prophet’s determination.
He didn’t want him to be harmed and continued to
support him :

–Rest assured. They will not harm you as long as I live.

***

Once they realised that they could not convince the
prophet to abandon the cause, the Pagans of Mecca
resorted to a new ploy. They signed a pact amongst
themselves and posted it on the walls of Kaaba.

According to the agreement; all the people were to
disassociate with the prophet’s family and all Mus-
lims until they hand him over dead or alive. The
prophet’s family and the Muslims were announced as
enemies. No one was to marry them, engage in busi-
ness or even talk to them.

This was the beginning of a long and difficult period
for the Muslims. They could not trade, buy or sell
anything. Yet, they still refused to hand over the
prophet to the Meccan elite and continue Abyssiniad
to protect him at all cost even if their own lives. 

The boycott lasted three years and the Meccan
Pagans eventually capitulated. A number of people,
including some of the prophet’s relatives, removed
the sign on the Kaaba wall to signify the end of the
boycott. The boycott had only strengthened the Mus-
lims. 

The first
martyrs

AAmmmmaarr  aanndd  hhiiss
wwiiffee  SSuummeeyyyyee

bbeeccaammee  MMuusslliimmss..
WWhheenn  ppeeooppllee  hheeaarrdd

tthhaatt  tthheeyy  bbeeccaammee
MMuusslliimmss  tthheeyy  wweerree

ssuubbjjeecctteedd  ttoo
ttoorrttuurree..    TThheeyy  hhaadd

nnoo  hheellppeerrss  bbeeccaauussee
tthheeyy  wweerree  ppoooorr  aanndd

wweeaakk..    TThheeyy  wweerree
ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr

ccoonnvviiccttiioonnss..    EEbbuu
JJeehhiill  ssuubbjjeecctteedd

tthheemm  ttoo  eennoorrmmoouuss
hhaarrddsshhiipp  aass  tthheeyy

ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo
pprraaccttiiccee  tthheeiirr

rreelliiggiioonn  wwiitthhoouutt
ccoommpprroommiissee..    HHee

eevveennttuuaallllyy  mmaarrttyyrreedd
tthheemm  wwiitthh  aarrrroowwss

oonnccee  hhee  rreeaalliisseedd  hhee
ccoouulldd  nnoott  ffoorrccee

tthheemm  ttoo  aabbaannddoonn
tthheeiirr  bbeelliieeffss..

AAmmmmaarr  aanndd
SSuummeeyyyyee  wweerree  tthhee
ffiirrsstt  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  bbee
mmaarrttyyrreedd  ffoorr  tthheeiirr

bbeelliieeffss..
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The year of sorrow
Muslims were relieved once the boycott ended. With-
in a couple of months there were two important
events that saddened our beloved Prophet; the death
of his uncle Ebu Talib and his wife Hatija (RA). Both
were loyal followers and had provided him with great
support in times of hardship. “I don’t know which of
these hardships on my Ummah will hurt me the
most”, he reflected. It was a year of sorrow for him. 

Search For A New Homeland
Abyssinia

Life had become very difficult in Mecca. As the
oppression on Muslims intensified the Prophet
turned in search for a new homeland. Initially he
allowed a group of 15 people to emigrate to
Abyssinia. This was the first emigration. The Pagans
then made it more difficult for the remaining Mus-
lims to practice Islam. This was followed a year later
by secret a arrival of another 100 Muslim in
Abyssinia. In order to prevent this trend the Pagans
of Mecca sent a group of envoys to the Abyssinian
king.

The representatives of the Meccan elite arrived in the
Abyssinian Negus’ court with expensive gifts and
presents. When asked who they were, they replied:

Hatija

TThhee  lloovvee  ooff  oouurr
PPrroopphheett  ffoorr  HHaattiijjaa
wwaass  ssoo  ggrreeaatt  tthhaatt  hhee
nneevveerr  ffoorrggoott  hheerr
eevveenn  aafftteerr  hheerr  ddeeaatthh..
HHee  wwoouulldd  aallwwaayyss
rreemmeemmbbeerr  hheerr  ffoorr
hheerr  ffrriieennddsshhiipp,,
ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  ssaaccrriiffiiccee,,
aass  sshhee  wwaass  aa  bbeelliieevveerr
aatt  aa  ttiimmee  wwhheenn  mmoosstt
ppeeooppllee  hhaadd  ddeenniieedd
hhiiss  pprroopphheetthhoooodd..
TThhee  PPrroopphheett’’ss  llaatttteerr
wwiiffee  AAyysshhaa  kknneeww  tthhiiss
aanndd  eennvviieedd  hheerr..
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–We are from Mecca. We come to seek the return of
fugitives who have sought refuge in your land.

In response he asked:

–Why is it that you seek these people.

“These people have rejected the religion of our fore-
fathers and claim to believe another religion which
they preach in our land”, they replied.

After a brief moment of silence Negus rose to his feet.
He considered returning these refugees to the
Pagans. However, such an act would violate his prin-
ciples of justice and fairness. He had to listen to the
accused. The monarch summonsed the Muslims to
his court.

Negus conveyed these claims to the Muslims and
asked if they had anything they would like to say in
response. On hearing this Jafer, the son of Ebu Talib,
stepped forward to say:

–We were evil. Allah sent a righteous and a trustwor-
thy prophet from among us. This prophet invited us
to teach and worship only Allah and abandon the
worship of idols. He ordered us to be truthful, to hon-
our our neighbours and kin, and to end all blood
feuds. He banned us from immorality, lying and bar-
ing false witness, taking away the goods of orphans
and making false accusations against honourable
women.He ordered us only to worship Allah and not
to worship anyone else. And we believed and accept-
ed his message. Whatever Allah ordered him we fol-
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lowed. We accepted the lawful as lawful. However,
our people were oppressed and tortured in order to
change our religion. Thus we had no other alterna-
tive than to seek refuge in your land.

Negus listened carefully. He asked Ja’far about the
verses revealed by Allah. Once Jafer recited some
verses from the Surah Maryam he realised what the
Meccan envoys said was not true. He said that he will
not hand over the Muslims to the Meccans and that
they are free to settle anywhere in his land. Negus
sent the group together with their gifts back to
Mecca.

Taif
A month after the death of Hatija, the Prophet went
with his foster son Zayd to the town of Taif. His aim
was to preach Islam to new people. 

The Prophet told the Taif crowd of the existence and
the oneness of Allah, and that he was the final
prophet. The people of Taif reacted angrily and
spoke abusively against the Prophet. The slaves and
youth of the town throw stones at our prophet and
Zayd. Zayd tried desperately to protect the Prophet
from the countless stones to no avail. His body was
wounded and began to bleed. The two could not
stand on their feet any longer and had to rest under
the shade of a distant tree. Our prophet said:
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–Oh Allah! I am weak and helpless. I only turn to you
from my helplessness to people. Oh Allah! You are
the protector of the weak. You are truly strong and
will protect your believers from evil.

Our prophet did not even condemn those that su
bjected him to hardship because, he was the Prophet
of compassion and mercy.

Akaba: The road leading to Madinah
While the beloved Prophet ignored the hardships
imposed on him he continued to preach the message
of Islam and in search for a homeland where Muslims
could live in peace and harmony. 

The Prophet met a group of people who arrived from
the town of Madinah. He preached the message and
the six of them became Muslims. The group agreed
to meet the Prophet during the upcomming Haj sea-
son. When they returned to Mecca with another six
people, 12 in total, they pledged “not to worship any-
one other than Allah, not to steal, not to commit adul-
tery, not to take the lives of their infant daughters and
not to falsely accuse anyone.” The group secretly
agreed to meet a year later and the Prophet sent his
friend Musab bin Umeyr to Madinah with them to
preach Islam.

The following year the Muslims of Madinah returned
to Mecca with a group of 75 people. They met with
the Prophet secretly at Akaba. The Prophet came to

The miracle of
Isra and Miraj
AAfftteerr  aa  tthhrreeee--yyeeaarr
bbooyyccootttt,,  aanndd  tthhee  lloossss
ooff  hhiiss  wwiiffee  aanndd  uunnccllee
ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  rreettuurrnn
ffrroomm  TTaaiiff  eemmppttyy
hhaannddeedd,,  tthhee  ssoorrrrooww  ooff
tthhee  PPrroopphheett  hhaadd
ppeeaakkeedd..  HHee  pprraayyeedd  ttoo
AAllmmiigghhttyy  AAllllaahh  ttoo  hheellpp
hhiimm  iinn  tthheessee  ddaayyss  ooff
hhaarrddsshhiipp..

WWhheenn  pprraayyiinngg  aatt  tthhee
KKaabbaa  oonnee  nniigghhtt  tthhee
aannggeell  JJiibbrriill  ttooookk  tthhee
PPrroopphheett  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa
ttoo  tthhee  AAkkssaa  MMoossqquuee iinn
JJeerruussaalleemm..    TThheeyy  tthheenn
aasscceennddeedd  ttoo  tthhee
hheeaavveennss  ttooggeetthheerr..
TThhiiss  iiss  kknnoowwnn  aass  tthhee
mmiirraaccllee  ooff  IIssrraa  aanndd
MMiirraajj..    TThhiiss  eevveenntt
hhaappppeenneedd  iinn  aa  sshhoorrtt
ttiimmee  aanndd  tthhee  PPrroopphheett
rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  MMeeccccaa
bbeeffoorree  ddaawwnn..

AAllllaahh  tthhee  AAllmmiigghhttyy
oorrddeerreedd  tthhee  PPrroopphheett
aanndd  MMuusslliimmss  tthhee  55
ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerrss  aatt  tthhee
MMiirraajj..
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Akaba with his uncle, Abbas. Abbas turned to the new
Muslims of Madinah and said:

–He is my brother’s son and I love him dearly. We are
protecting him here in Mecca but, I fear his safety in
Madinah. If you are confident that you can protect
him there then let him come with you. If not, let him
stay in Mecca.

Our prophet added to the words of his uncle Abbas:

–What I ask from you is only to worship Allah. For
myself; I ask you to protect me and my friends.” He
then recited verses from the Qur’an.
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The people of Madinah promised to protect the
Prophet and his friends as they protected their kin,
to be on the side of good and to advise against evil.
Once they invited the Prophet to Madinah the Mus-
lims were ordered to migrate to Madinah.

Prayer
TThhee  ffiivvee  ddaaiillyy
pprraayyeerrss  aarree  aann
oobblliiggaattiioonn  oonn  eevveerryy
ssaannee  aanndd  mmaattuurree
MMuusslliimm,,  mmaallee  aanndd
ffeemmaallee..    IItt  iiss  aa  ggrreeaatt
ssiinn  ttoo  nneegglleecctt
pprraayyeerr  wwiitthhoouutt  aa
vvaalliidd  rreeaassoonn..    TThhee
JJuummaa  pprraayyeerr  iiss  aallssoo
oobblliiggaattoorryy,,  aanndd
RRaammaaddaann  aanndd
ssaaccrriiffiiccee  pprraayyeerrss  aarree
wwaajjiibb..  IItt  iiss  aa  ggrreeaatt
ssiinn  nnoott  ttoo  eerrffoorrmm
ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerrss
wwiitthhoouutt  aann
aacccceeppttaabbllee  eexxccuussee..  

""RReecciittee  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh
hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreevveeaalleedd
ttoo  yyoouu  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk
aanndd  kkeeeepp  uupp  pprraayyeerr;;
ssuurreellyy  pprraayyeerr  kkeeeeppss
((oonnee))  aawwaayy  ffrroomm
iinnddeecceennccyy  aanndd  eevviill,,
aanndd  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  tthhee
rreemmeemmbbrraannccee  ooff
AAllllaahh  iiss  tthhee
ggrreeaatteesstt,,  aanndd  AAllllaahh
kknnoowwss  wwhhaatt  yyoouu
ddoo..""
((AAnn  kkee  bbuutt  4455))
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We Are Go ing
In Or der To Re turn

The disbelievers plotted against the Holy Prophet
(pbuh) as Islam spread beyond Mecca. They planned
to camouflage the would-be-killer amongst them by
including fighters from each of their tribes. The Holy
Prophet (pbuh), upon news of their evil attack, had
plans of his own.

The Beloved Prophet and his dear friend, Ebu Bakr,
had reached the cave of Thawr nearby Mecca. Ali had
remained in Mecca to return the goods in the custody
on the Prophet to the Meccans. To disguise their
departure Ali slept in the Prophet’s bed that night.
Ebu Bakr’s son Abdullah, was to inform them of the

OOuurr  pprroopphheett  aanndd
hhzz..  AAbbuubbeekkrr  wweerree
hhiiddiinngg  iinn  tthhee  tthhaawwrr
ccaavvee  wwhhiillee  aa  ggrroouupp
ooff  ppeeooppllee  wweerree
iinnsseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  tthheemm..
TThheeyy  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee
eennttrraannccee  ooff  tthhee
ccaavvee  wwhheerree  tthheeyy
wweerree  hhiiddiinngg..  IIff  tthhee
ggrroouupp  hhaadd  bbeennddeedd
aanndd  llooookkeedd
tthhrroouugghh,,  tthheeyy
wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  sseeeenn
aanndd  ccoouugghhtt  tthheemm,,
bbuutt  AAllllaahh  pprrootteecctteedd..
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PART 4

JO UR NEY TO MA DI NAH



activities in Mecca. Also, the shepherd Amir drove his
flock to the vicinity of the cave to bring them milk as
well as to hide the footprints Abdullah had left
behind. On the third day Uraykid, the son of Abdullah,
was to arrive at the cave with 2 camels to guide them for
the journey ahead.

The fol lo wing day Ab dul lah sec retly ca me to Thawr to
bring news from Mec ca:

–The Pagans were surprised to find Ali in the
Prophet’s bed that night. They abused him and he
was imprisoned for a while. Once they realized he
had nothing to say he was released and theannounce-
ment was made a reward of 100 camels will be given
to whoever captures the two of you dead or alive.
Thus, everybody is searching for you.

The people who couldn’t find him in his house, were
in search for him everywhere. At last one group came
to the entrance of the cave where they were hiding. If
the group had bended and looked through, they
would have seen and cought them. Allah protected
them with his invisible army. The group left without
seeing them.It was the third day in the cave. At the
approach of dawn Uraykid had arrived as planned
and they departed for Madinah.

It was very difficult for the Prophet to leave the town
where he was born and had spent the days of his child-
hood and youth. He was to leave behind all his mem-

The Holy Qur’an
describes the

Hijra as follows:

IIff  yyoouu  wwiillll  nnoott  aaiidd
hhiimm,,  AAllllaahh  cceerrttaaiinnllyy

aaiiddeedd  hhiimm  wwhheenn
tthhoossee  wwhhoo

ddiissbbeelliieevveedd  eexxppeelllleedd
hhiimm,,  hhee  bbeeiinngg  tthhee

sseeccoonndd  ooff  tthhee  ttwwoo,,
wwhheenn  tthheeyy  wweerree

bbootthh  iinn  tthhee  ccaavvee,,
wwhheenn  hhee  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhiiss
ccoommppaanniioonn::  GGrriieevvee
nnoott,,  ssuurreellyy  AAllllaahh  iiss

wwiitthh  uuss..  SSoo  AAllllaahh
sseenntt  ddoowwnn  HHiiss

ttrraannqquuiilllliittyy  uuppoonn
hhiimm  aanndd

ssttrreennggtthheenneedd  hhiimm
wwiitthh  hhoossttss  wwhhiicchh
yyoouu  ddiidd  nnoott  sseeee,,

aanndd  mmaaddee  lloowweesstt
tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff  tthhoossee

wwhhoo  ddiissbbeelliieevveedd;;
aanndd  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ooff
AAllllaahh,,  tthhaatt  iiss  tthhee

hhiigghheesstt;;  aanndd  AAllllaahh
iiss  MMiigghhttyy,,  WWiissee..

((TTaaww  bbaa,,  4400))
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ories of pleasure and pain, hopes and dreams. Also,
the oppression of the Meccan’s continued and it was
impossible to freely practise the injunctions of Allah.
However, Madinah was a door to hope. The Muslims
would be able to freely practise and preach Islam. As
he rode his camel to Madinah the Prophet was con-
templating this and halted for a moment looking
back to Mecca to say:

–Mecca, you are the most beautiful town on earth. If
they had not separated me from you I would not have
abandoned you. One day I shall return.

Waraka’s words had come true. The Prophet was
forced to leave his home town at the age of 53.

They We re Wai ting For Him
It had been eight days since our beloved prophet and
his road companion Hazrat Ebu Bakr had left the
cave of Thawr. They would rest during the scorching
heat of the day and continue on their journey at
night. After an epic journey they had arrived at the
village of Kuba, three kilometres from Madinah. 

The Muslims of Madinah had received the news of
the Prophet’s imminent arrival. Each day they would
climb to the high grounds outside of the town and
wait for him. They had not received any news after his

OOmmaarr  wwaass  aa
ccoouurraaggeeoouuss  mmaann..    HHee
ccoouulldd  nnoott  ttaakkee  iitt  uuppoonn
hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  lleeaavvee
MMeeccccaa  iinn  sseeccrreett..    SSoo
hhee  aarrmmeedd  hhiimmsseellff  wwiitthh
hhiiss  sswwoorrdd  ttooggeetthheerr
wwiitthh  aa  bbooww  aanndd  aarrrrooww
aanndd  wweenntt  ttoo  tthhee
KKaabbbbaa..    TTuurrnniinngg  ttoo
tthhoossee  pprreesseenntt::

––PPaaggaannss!!    II  aamm
eemmiiggrraattiinngg  ttoo
MMaaddiinnaahh..    WWhhoossooeevveerr
wwaannttss  hhiiss  cchhiillddrreenn  ttoo
bbee  oorrpphhaanneedd,,  hhiiss  wwiiffee
ttoo  bbee  wwiiddoowweedd  aanndd
hhiiss  mmootthheerr  ttoo  bbee  lleefftt
iinn  tteeaarrss  ccaann  ccoommee  aanndd
II  wwiillll  ffiigghhtt  hhiimm  aatt  tthhee
bbaassee  ooff  tthhaatt  mmoouunnttaaiinn
tthheerree..    II  wwiillll  bbee
wwaaiittiinngg..””    NNoo  oonnee
ffrroomm  tthhee  ccrroowwddeedd  hhaadd
tthhee  ccoouurraaggee  ttoo
rreessppoonndd  ttoo  hhiiss  ccaallll..
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departure from Mecca therefore it was an anxious
wait.

On anot her day whi le ga zing from the outs kirts of
Ma di nah they saw two pe op le ap pro ach. It was the
Prop het and Ebu Bakr. 

The youngsters and the elders of Madinah were
delighted with his arrival. The children started
singing, “Welcome beloved prophet, welcome!”
Madinah was in a carnival mode.

Once the Prophet entered Madinah the town folk
were competing with each other to have him as a

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  HHiijjrraa,,
tthhee  PPrroopphheett  rreeaadd  aa

sseerrmmoonn  aanndd  pprraayyeedd
ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  uupp  ttoo
110000  MMuusslliimmss  aatt  tthhee

vvaalllleeyy  ooff  RRaannuunnaa..
TThhiiss  wwaass  tthhee  ffiirrsstt
JJuummaa  pprraayyeerr  aanndd

tthhee  mmoossqquuee aatt  tthhiiss
ssiittee  iiss  kknnoowwnn  ttooddaayy

aass  tthhee  JJuummaa
MMoossqquuee..
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guest at their house. However, he let his camel free
and said he will stay at the house closest to where the
animal halts to rest. The camel roamed the streets of
Madinah until it found a vacant block of land and sat
close to Ebu Eyyub Al-Ansari’s house. He was delight-
ed to have both the Prophet and Ebu Bakr as guests
at his house.

Our beloved prohet stayed at Abu Eyyoubs house for
a while.

When the Prop het ar ri -
ved in Ma di nah the
girls of the town sang
him this song:

THE MOON ROSE ABOVE US
TThhee  mmoo  oonn  rroo  ssee  aabboo  vvee  uuss
FFrroomm  tthhee  hhee  iigghhttss  ooff  WWaa  ddaa  aa
WWee  mmuusstt  bbee  tthhaannkk  ffuull  
OOff  AAll  llaahh’’ss  ccaall  lliinngg

YYoo  uu  aarree  tthhee  ssuunn,,  
YYoo  uu  aarree  tthhee  mmoo  oonn
YYoo  uu  aarree  lliigghhtt  uuppoonn  lliigghhtt
YYoo  uu  aarree  tthhee  ssttaarr  ooff  SSuu  rreeyy  yyaa
OOhh  bbee  lloo  vveedd,,  OOhh  MMeess  sseenn  ggeerr

OOhh  tthhee  oonnee  sseenntt  ttoo  uuss
YYoo  uu  ccaa  mmee  wwiitthh  aa  ggrree  aatt  ccaall  lliinngg
YYoo  uu  hhoo  nnoouu  rreedd  tthhiiss  ttoowwnn
OOhh  bbee  lloo  vveedd,,  OOhh  MMeess  sseenn  ggeerr

mmYZnn
WWhhiillee  HHiijjrraa,,  EEbbuu  EEyyyyuubb,,
wwhhoo  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  oouurr
bbeelloovveedd  pprroopphheett  ddiieedd  iinn
‹‹ssttaannbbuull  wwhhiillee  tthhee
ccoonnqquueesstt  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy  aanndd
hhiiss  ttoommbb  iiss  nneeaarr  tthhee
EEyyyyuubb  SSuullttaann  MMaassjjiidd..
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A New Civilization Is Born
The ancient name of Madinah was Yethrib. Prior to
the beloved prophet’s emigration it was a town of
considerable importance. Arab and Jewish commu-
nities lived side by side in the town that hosted vari-
ous religious groups. There were no unity between
the tribes and there were ongoing disputes among
them.

Mosque
The first duty of our beloved prophet in Madinah was
to built a mosque. 

A mosque is not merely a place of worship. It is an
educational institution, a social centre, a place where
the community needs are discussed and the poor and
needy are cared for.

OOnn  aarrrriivvaall  iinn
MMaaddiinnaahh  tthhee
PPrroopphheett  bbuuiilltt  aa
mmoossqquuee iinn  tthhee
ppllaaccee  wwhheerree  hhiiss
ccaammeell  iinniittiiaallllyy  llaaiidd
ttoo  rreesstt..
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PART 5 

MA DI NAH: 
A CI VI LI ZA TI ON CITY



Adhan
The number of Muslims was growing, the mosque
was at full capacity and unable to house the increas-
ing number of believers. There was a need to
announce the times of prayer and to call the believ-
ers to worship. The Christians would use a church
bell and Jews would use a trumpet therefore it was
inappropriate to use any of these methods. Also,
lighting a fire or raising a flag was not appropriate
either. 

The issue was resolved when Abdullah, the son of
Zayd, and other companions told the Prophet vari-
ous dreams they had seen. Abdullah told of the call of
the adhan that he had seen in a dream and the
Prophet verified that this was taught to him by way of
revelation. The Prophet then directed Bilal to make
the call to payer as he had a pleasant and resonate
voice.

Bilal was reciting the adhan and was calling the mus-
lims to prayer with his beautiful voice.

Settlement
The Prophet devised a settlement plan for the new
emmigrants to Madinah. The Muslims of Madinah
that had numerous blocks of land donated them and
the Prophet facilitated the settlement of the new
emmigrants to the town.

Adhan
AAllllaahhuu  AAkkbbaarr  ((44ttiimmeess))
AAsshh--hhaadduu  aann  llaa  iillaahhee

iillllaallllaahh  
((22  ttiimmeess))

AAsshh--hhaadduu  eennnnee
MMuuhhaammmmeeddeenn

rraassuulluullllaahh  
((22  ttiimmeess))

HHaayyyyaa  aallssaallaahh  
((22  ttiimmeess))

HHaayyyyaa  aallffeellaahh  
((22  ttiimmeess))

AAllllaahhuu  AAkkbbaarr  
((22  ttiimmeess))

LLaa  iillaahhee  iillllaallllaahh  ((oonnccee))

EEnngglliisshh::
AAllllaahh  iiss  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt

II  bbeeaarr  wwiittnneessss  tthheerree  iiss
nnoo  ggoodd  bbuutt  AAllllaahh

II  bbeeaarr  wwiittnneessss  tthhaatt
MMoohhaammmmaadd  iiss  tthhee

pprroopphheett  ooff  AAllllaahh
CCoommee  ttoo  pprraayyeerr

CCoommee  ttoo  hhaappppiinneessss
AAllllaahh  iiss  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt
TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd  bbuutt

AAllllaahh..
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Brotherhood
The Beloved Prophet knew very well that Muslims
had to live in harmony. The Muslims that migrated
from Mecca where known as the “The Muhajireen”
(The Emigrants), and those originally from Madinah
were referred to as “The Ansar” (The Helpers). The
Emigrants were in a foreign land. They had left all
their belongings in Mecca, some had left their fami-
lies and children behind. The Prophet thus
announced the brotherhood of the Emigrants and
the Helpers. Each chose a brother for himself. This
relieved much of the bourdon on the Emigrants and
the Helpers were delighted with the privilege to
assist.

Thus, the Prophet was able to establish unity among
the Muslims and a strong community in the face of
internal and external strife.

Living side by side
The Pagans of Mecca were looking for an opportuni-
ty to attack Madinah. A united Muslim community
also felt the need to forge alliances with other groups. 

Madinah was a town of 10 000 inhabitants, a large
portion of which were Jews. Also, there were non
Muslim Arabs living in the town. The Prophet nego-
tiated a peace treaty with these groups and all sides
agreed to live in harmony amongst one each other.

In accordance with the treaty Muslims and Jews were
to have equal rights and if a Jew was harmed both

FFaassttiinngg  wwaass  oorrddeerreedd
oonnee  aanndd  aa  hhaallff  yyeeaarrss
aafftteerr  tthhee  eemmiiggrraattiioonn
wwiitthh  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg
vveerrssee::    OO  yyoouu  wwhhoo
bbeelliieevvee!!  ffaassttiinngg  iiss
pprreessccrriibbeedd  ffoorr  yyoouu,,  aass
iitt  wwaass  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ffoorr
tthhoossee  bbeeffoorree  yyoouu,,  ssoo
tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  gguuaarrdd
((aaggaaiinnsstt  eevviill))..  
((BBaa  kkaa  rraa  118833))
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Muslims and Jews would provide support. The same
would apply to Muslims. Both sides also agreed to
defend the town together in the event of an external
attack. 

The Prophet would be a mediator in any dispute
between the parties, who were free to practice their
own religion.

The contract finished the civil war in madinah. At the
end, the advantegeous side was our prophet and the
Muslims.

Hadith
TThheessee  aarree  tthhee  wwoorrddss

ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett..    AAfftteerr
tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  tthhee  hhaaddiitthh

iiss  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ssoouurrccee
ooff  IIssllaammiicc  kknnoowwlleeddggee..

Hadith from the
Riyad Assaliheen

Collection
•• IIssllaamm  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  55

ffoouunnddaattiioonnss::  bbeelliieevviinngg
tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd

ootthheerr  tthhaann  AAllllaahh,,
bbeelliieevviinngg  tthhaatt

MMoohhaammmmaadd  iiss  tthhee
sseerrvvaanntt  aanndd

mmeesssseennggeerr  ooff  AAllllaahh,,
pprraayyeerrss,,  aallmmssggiivviinngg  ,,
ffaassttiinngg  iinn  RRaammaaddaann

aanndd  ppiilliiggrriimmiiggee  iiff  oonnee
iiss  aabbllee..

••TThhee  bbeesstt  ooff  tthhee
ppeeooppllee  iiss  hhee,,  wwhhoo  iiss
tthhee  mmoosstt  hheellppffuull  ttoo

ootthheerrss..TThhee  bbeesstt  ooff  tthhee
ppeeooppllee  iiss  hhee,,  wwhhoo  iiss
tthhee  mmoosstt  hheellppffuull  ttoo

ootthheerrss..

••  PPaarraaddiissee  iiss  uunnddeerr
tthhee  ffeeeett  ooff  mmootthheerrss

••  CClleeaannnneessss  iiss  ffrroomm
iimmaann  

••  HHee,,  wwhhoo  ddooeessnn’’tt
hhaavvee  ccoommppaassssiioonn  ffoorr

tthhee  yyoouunngg  aanndd
rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  tthhee  eellddeerrss

iiss  nnoott  oonnee  ooff  uuss..
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All went to school
Alongside, the Mosque of the Prophet an area where
students could sleep was built. This was known as the
Suffa. It was a school and the teacher was the Prophet.
He instructed them in the Qur’an and other matters.
The students were taught as well as given instruction
on how to teach.

Ramadan
The month of Ramadan is the month of worship. It is
the order of Allah to spend this month in fasting.

Fasting was ordered one and a half years after the
emigration with the following verse: "O you who
believe! fasting is prescribed for you, as it was pre-
scribed for those before you, so that you may guard
(against evil)." (Bakara 183 )

Our prophet emphasised the importance of this
month. He would fast during the day and worship
extensively during the night. He would help the
needy, clothe and feed the poor.

The Qur’an was revealed on the Night of Power dur-
ing this month. During this month Muslims should
spend time worshiping, performing tarawih, making
prayers, reciting the Qur’an and engaging in charity. 

Wealthy Muslims should devote a certain portion of
their wealth as almsgiving. Almsgiving is one of the
five fundamental obligations of Islam and was

•• AA  MMuusslliimm  iiss  aa
MMuusslliimm’’ss  bbrrootthheerr..
HHee  ddooeess  nnoott  hhaarrmm
hhiimm  aanndd  wwiillll  nnoott
hhaanndd  hhiimm  oovveerr  ttoo
hhiiss  eenneemmyy..
WWhhoossooeevveerr  rreelliieevveess
tthhee  bboouurrddoonn  ooff  hhiiss
bbrrootthheerr,,  AAllllaahh  wwiillll
rreelliieevvee  hhiiss  bboouurrddoonn..
WWhhoossooeevveerr  ssaavveess
hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr  ffrroomm
hhaarrddsshhiipp,,  AAllllaahh  wwiillll
ssaavvee  hhiimm  ffrroomm  tthhee
hhaarrddsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  DDaayy
ooff  JJuuddggeemmeenntt..
WWhhoossooeevveerr  ddooeess
nnoott  rreevveeaall  tthhee  ffaauullttss
ooff  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr,,  AAllllaahh
wwiillll  nnoott  rreevveeaall  hhiiss
ffaauullttss  oonn  tthhee  DDaayy  ooff
JJuuddggeemmeenntt..

•• TThhee  bbeesstt  ooff  yyoouu  iiss
hhee  wwhhoo  iiss  bbeesstt  iinn
cchhaarraacctteerr..

•• DDoo  nnoott  ssttrraayy  ffrroomm
ttrruutthhffuullnneessss,,  aass
ttrruutthhffuullnneessss  iiss  tthhee
rrooaadd  ttoo  ggooooddnneessss,,
aanndd  ggooooddnneessss  iiss  tthhee
rrooaadd  ttoo  ppaarraaddiissee..
TTuurrnn  ffrroomm
ffaallsseehhoooodd,,  aass
ffaallsseehhoooodd  iiss  tthhee
rrooaadd  ttoo  eevviill,,  aanndd
eevviill  iiss  tthhee  rrooaadd  ttoo
tthhee  hheellllffiirree..

••TThhoossee  wwhhoo  sslleeeepp
wwhhiillee  tthheeiirr
nneeiigghhbboouurr  iiss  hhuunnggrryy
aarree  nnoott  oonnee  ooff  uuss ..
mmYZnn

P A R T  5 :  M A  D I  N A H :  A  C I  V I  L I  Z A  T I  O N  C I T Y r L E  A R  N I N G  A B O  U T  M Y  P R O P  H E T r 55 99



ordered two years after the Emigration. Many time it
is mentioned together with prayer : "And keep up
prayer and pay the poor-rate and bow down with
those who bow down" (Bakara 43) 

The Enmity Continues
The period spent in Mecca was a time of patience.
The Muslims were continually oppressed by the
Pagans and forced to endure their oppression. The
Beloved Prophet advised the Muslims to persevere
and not to react in violence. The Pagans however,
persisted in making life difficult for them in the town.

The Muslims then were able to establish their state in
Madinah and live in peace and harmony with their
neighbours. The Prophet spread the message of
Islam by peaceful means and did not support the use
of force or war. He called people to read the Qur’an

AAnndd  tthheerree  aarree  ssoommee
aammoonngg  tthheemm  wwhhoo

ssaayy::  OOuurr  LLoorrdd!!
ggrraanntt  uuss  ggoooodd  iinn

tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd  aanndd
ggoooodd  iinn  tthhee

hheerreeaafftteerr,,  aanndd  ssaavvee
uuss  ffrroomm  tthhee

cchhaassttiisseemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee
ffiirree..

((BBaa  kkaa  rraa  220011))
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OO  oouurr  LLoorrdd!!  ggrraanntt
mmee  pprrootteeccttiioonn  aanndd

mmyy  ppaarreennttss  aanndd  tthhee
bbeelliieevveerrss  oonn  tthhee  ddaayy
wwhheenn  tthhee  rreecckkoonniinngg
sshhaallll  ccoommee  ttoo  ppaassss!!

((IIbb  rraa  hhiimm  4411))
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and educate themselves. People were to enter the
fold of Islam by their free will.

The Pagans of Mecca were violently opposed to the
spread of Islam and were secretly preparing to wage
war on the Muslims. In order to prevent such a threat
the Prophet sought to take control of the Meccan
trade route. The trade convoy included a stash of
weapons as well and the Prophet knew these would be
used against the Muslims of Madinah.

The turning point:Badr
The probability of going to war with Mecca grew day
by day and this disturbed the Prophet. 

After making preparations the Prophet journeyed
with over 300 of his companions to the wells of Badr.
The Pagans had prepared an army of 1000 and were
on their way . 

At this moment, Huzayfa reached the Prophet to
inform him that he and his father had been captured
by the Meccans on their way to join the Muslim army.
The Pagans released them once they promised not to
join the Muslims. 

The Prophet was in dire need of soldiers. Yet, he
ordered them to remain loyal to their promise and
return to Madinah and not to participate in the bat-
tle.

As the Prophet saw a strong Pagan army approach-
ing from the distance he prayed:

“Oh Allah, that is the Kuraysh. They approach in

RReemmeemmbbeerr  WWhheenn  yyoouu
ssoouugghhtt  aaiidd  ffrroomm  yyoouurr
LLoorrdd,,  ssoo  HHee  aannsswweerreedd
yyoouu::  II  wwiillll  aassssiisstt  yyoouu
wwiitthh  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  ooff  tthhee
aannggeellss  ffoolllloowwiinngg  oonnee
aannootthheerr..
((AAll  AAnnffaall  88//99))
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arrogance, rebel against you and deny your prophet.
O Allah, help us. If you allow this small number of
Muslims to be annihilated there will be no people left
on earth to worship you.”

On reaching Badr the Prophet ordered his army to
take positions. The place they took was sandy. One of
prophet’s friends Hubab turned him to ask:

–Is this an order from Allah or is it your decision? On
replying that it was his decision. Hubab added:

–This is not an appropriate position to wage war
from. Allow us to take positions next to the wells. Let’s
close off the other wells nearby as well. Thus, the deci-
sion was made to take positions at the water source
and close off the nearby wells. 

The Prophet then turned to the Ansar and Muha-
jireen to enquire on their thoughts regarding the
imminent battle. Both groups confirmed their alle-
giance.

Although preparations were complete, the Prophet
was still opposed to engaging in war. He then sent
Omar to the Pagan army as an envoy in order to dis-
suade them from entering the battle. The Meccans
had thought otherwise. Their impression was that
the opposing army was weak and that this was a great
opportunity to rid the Arabian peninsula of the Mus-
lims presence. Under no circumstance were they to
abandon war.

The battle reached a conclusion in five hours. The
Pagan army was dealt an ominous blow. The Muslims
had lost 14 soldiers whereas the Meccans had lost 70

AAtt  BBaaddrr  tthhee  PPrroopphheett
hhaadd  aa  tthhoouugghhtt
rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee

pprriissoonneerrss  ooff  wwaarr..
HHee  ssaaiidd::    ““OOff  tthhoossee

wwhhoo  aarree  lliitteerraattee,,
tthheeyy  wwiillll  bbee  sseett  ffrreeee

iiff  tthheeyy  tteeaacchh  1100
MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  rreeaadd

aanndd  wwrriittee..””  IInn  tthhiiss
wwaayy  nnoott  oonnllyy  tthhee
pprriissoonneerrss  ooff  wwaarr

wwiillll  ggeett  tthheeiirr
ffrreeeeddoomm  bbuutt  aallssoo

mmuusslliimm  cchhiillddrreenn  wwiillll
lleeaarrnn  hhooww  ttoo  rreeaadd

aanndd  wwrriittee..  

mmYZnn

AAfftteerr  tthhee  vviiccttoorryy  aatt
BBaaddrr  tthhee  vvooiiccee  ooff
tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  wwaass

hheeaarrdd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt
tthhee  AArraabbiiaann

PPeenniinnssuullaa..    TThhee  eerraa
ooff  sspprreeaaddiinngg  IIssllaamm

hhaadd  bbeegguunn..
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men, the most prominent of them being Ebu Jahil.
Allah the Almighty had sent his help and accepted
the Prophet’s prayer. 

A sorrowful experience: Uhud
Another year had past. New news of an imminent
attack by the Meccans had reached Madinah. The
Muslims were gathered to discuss the matter. At the
meeting Hamza had voiced his opinion that the bat-
tle to be waged outside the town. A number of youths
supported Hamza. The Prophet however, was of the
view that the town should be defended from within.
The matter went to a vote and the Prophet accepted
the majority decision of meeting the enemy outside
of Madinah. 

Soon, the news of a fully equipped army of 3000 men
had reached the outskirts of Madinah was received.
The Meccans had come to take the revenge of Badr.

The Prophet and his companions departed after Fri-
day prayers. The following morning they arrived at
the mountain of Uhud. They numbered 1000 how-
ever, 300 of them deserted the army while on the
road. This group appeared to be Muslims but,
weren’t believers at heart. Their objective was to scare
and demoralize the Muslims and they are known as
the Hypocrites. 

It was the year 625. The two armies met at the moun-
tain of Uhud near Madinah. The Pagans had reached

AAtt  tthhee  bbaattttllee  ooff
UUhhuudd  tthhee
ccoommmmaannddeerr  ooff  tthhee
PPaaggaann  aarrmmyy  EEbbuu
SSuuffyyaann  mmaaddee  tthhiiss
pprrooppoossaall  ttoo  tthhee
AAnnssaarr::

––PPeeooppllee  ooff
MMaaddiinnaahh..    WWee  hhaavvee
nnoo  iissssuuee  wwiitthh  yyoouu..
AAllllooww  uuss  ttoo  eennggaaggee
ffaaccee  ttoo  ffaaccee  wwiitthh
MMoohhaammmmaadd..    TThhee
pprrooppoossaall  wwaass
ffiieerrcceellyy  ooppppoosseedd..
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so close to Madinah with the objective of ransacking
the town once they defeated the Muslims. Our
prophet was aware of this and had taken precautions
concerning the most minute of matters. He chose 50
of the best marksmen and positioned them on the left
flank of a hilltop. He put them under the command
of Abdullah, the son of Jubayr and advised them:

–Protect us from the Pagan horseman. Don’t allow
them to manoeuvre and attack us from behind.
Whether we win or loose the battle, under no cir-
cumstances are you to leave your positions. Even if
you see us killed.

The battle began and within a few hours the Pagans
were dealt with a heavy blow. However, the tide of the
battle changed in a short time. The Muslims were
stranded between two groups of Pagans as the marks-
man had deserted their positions with the thought
that the battle was over.

The price of not adhering to the Prophet’s advise was
heavy. 70 Muslims lost their lives including Hamza.
Our beloved prophet’s lip was wounded and he lost a
tooth. The Muslims were able to salvage the battle by
seeking the refuge of the Uhud hilltop. The Meccans
withdrew with the thought that the loss at Badr had
been avenged. 

When the Muslims descended from the hill they saw
that the bodies of the martyred Muslims were tor-
tured and mutilated. After burying the dead in sor-
row they returned to Madinah. 

WWhheenn  tthhee  PPrroopp  hheett
wwaass  wwoo  uunn  ddeedd  aatt  tthhee

bbaatttt  llee  ooff  UUhhuudd  hhiiss
ccoomm  ppaa  nnii  oonnss  wwaann  tteedd
hhiimm  ttoo  pprraayy  ffoorr  AAll  llaahh
ttoo  ccuurr  ssee  tthhee  PPaa  ggaannss::

––II  wwaass  nnoott  sseenntt  ttoo
ccuurrssee  aannyybbooddyy..  II  wwaass
sseenntt  aass  aa  pprroopphheett  ooff

mmeerrccyy  ttoo  gguuiiddee
ppeeooppllee,,  aanndd  pprraayyeedd

tthhaatt  AAllllaahh  mmaayy  sshhooww
tthheemm  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ppaatthh

aass  tthheeyy  kknnooww  nnoott
tthhee  ttrruutthh..
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Because of these archers, who had not taken our
prophet’s warnings into consideration made the result
of the war to be lost instead of victory. By not obeying
the commamder Muslims payed a great price in this
war.

All means are tried: Assassinations 
The pain of Uhud was felt in the streets of Madinah.
The Muslims were hurt by the battle but, they were
still with the Prophet. They fully realised the impor-
tance of adhering to his advise and daily life contin-
ued as usual.

Meanwhile, a man came to Madinah asking the
Prophet for a number of teachers to be sent to his
people. The Prophet asked him to promise that his
people will protect these teachers. Once the man
made the pledge the Prophet dispatched 70 of his
companions who were trained at the Suffa school. 

The 70 of them were murdered in an ambush at the
location of Biri Maun while they had no chance of
protecting themselves.

***

Also, an ambush was staged at the site of Raji. 8 Mus-
lims were murdered here and Hubab and Zayd were
taken as captives and sold to the Meccans. Hubab was
murdered by the Meccans and Zeyd was ordered as
follows before his death:

–Would you have preferred that Mohammad was in
your position now. He replied:
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–Forget about him being here now, I can’t stand the
sight of a thorn is his foot.The Pagans were amazed
at the devotion saying:

They could not stop saying what a great love his com-
panions had for him we have never seen this kind of
love before. 

An enduring test: Khandak
Two years had past since the battle of Uhud. The
news was that the Meccans had dispatched an army of
10000. The Pagans were still uncomfortable with the
Muslim presence in Madinah. The Prophet immedi-
ately gathered his companions in the mosque to dis-
cuss preparations for war. 

The Persian Salman said:

–In Persia we would dig a trench around our town in
such a situation. Let us do the same. The majority
agreed.

A trench was to be dug around Madinah within one
week at the latest. Work begun before daybreak on
each day and continued till sunset. The Prophet
joined the effort and provided moral support to his
companions.

Within a week a trench of 5 kilometers was dug. The
width of trench was sufficient to prevent a horse from
passing and deep enough to not allow a fallen horse
from climbing out. The army was put into battle

Khandak
digging

JJaabbiirr  nnaarrrraatteess::
–– WWhhiillee  ddiiggggiinngg  tthhee

ttrreenncchh  wwee  ccaammee
aaccrroossss  aa  vveerryy  hhaarrdd

ssuurrffaaccee..    OOnn
iinnffoorrmmiinngg  tthhee

PPrroopphheett  hhee  ttooookk  tthhee
sslleeddggee  hhaammmmeerr  iinn

hhiiss  hhaannddss  aanndd  ssttrruucckk
tthhee  ttrreenncchh..    NNoonnee  ooff

uuss  hhaadd  eeaatteenn  ffoorr  33
ddaayyss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee

PPrroopphheett..    HHee  hhiitt  tthhee
rroocckk  ssoo  hhaarrdd  tthhaatt  iitt

ddiissiinntteeggrraatteedd  lliikkee
ssaanndd..
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mode and the Pagan forces had arrived. They had the
support of the Jews, as well as the non Muslim Arabs
of Madinah. However, they were totally surprised at
the site of the trench as they had never seen one
before.

The battle began. It intensified then dissipated at
times. After a siege of 27 days the Pagans were unable
to achieve an outcome. The battle ended in another
victory of the Muslims.

The Holy Qur’an
describes the
battle of
Khandak as
follows:
OO  yyoouu  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee!!
CCaallll  ttoo  mmiinndd  tthhee
ffaavvoouurr  ooff  AAllllaahh  ttoo
yyoouu  wwhheenn  tthheerree
ccaammee  ddoowwnn  uuppoonn
yyoouu  hhoossttss,,  ssoo  WWee
sseenntt  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthheemm  aa
ssttrroonngg  wwiinndd  aanndd
hhoossttss,,  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ssaaww
nnoott,,  aanndd  AAllllaahh  iiss
SSeeeeiinngg  wwhhaatt  yyoouu
ddoo..
WWhheenn  tthheeyy  ccaammee
uuppoonn  yyoouu  ffrroomm
aabboovvee  yyoouu  aanndd
ffrroomm  bbeellooww  yyoouu,,
aanndd  wwhheenn  tthhee  eeyyeess
ttuurrnneedd  dduullll,,  aanndd  tthhee
hheeaarrttss  rroossee  uupp  ttoo
tthhee  tthhrrooaattss,,  aanndd
yyoouu  bbeeggaann  ttoo  tthhiinnkk
ddiivveerrssee  tthhoouugghhttss  ooff
AAllllaahh..
TThheerree  tthhee  bbeelliieevveerrss
wweerree  ttrriieedd  aanndd  tthheeyy
wweerree  sshhaakkeenn  wwiitthh
sseevveerree  sshhaakkiinngg..
((AAhh  zzaabb  99,,1100,,1111))
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The Pact of Hudaybiya 
Our beloved prophet was very happy on that day. He
explained his joy to his companions: “Tomorrow we
will visit the Kaaba and Mecca.” It had been six years
since leaving the town they missed dearly. They were
to walk in the streets of Mecca and relive the days of
their childhood and youth. 

Our prop het tra ve led to Mec ca with 1500 com pa ni -
ons and vi si ted the gra ve of his mot her on the ro ad.

They reached the site of Hudaybiya, near Mecca
where they set camp. Our prophet designated Oth-
man as an envoy to the Meccans to tell them that they
did not come to declare war and that they wanted per-
mission to visit the Kaaba. On visiting the holy site
they were to return home. Othman went to meet the
Meccans, however his return was delayed. There was
news that he was murdered. 

They did not co me for war yet, the re was a pos si bi lity
that war may bre ak out. Our prop het gat he red his

CCeerrttaaiinnllyy  AAllllaahh  wwaass
wweellll  pplleeaasseedd  wwiitthh
tthhee  bbeelliieevveerrss  wwhheenn
tthheeyy  sswwoorree
aalllleeggiiaannccee  ttoo  yyoouu
uunnddeerr  tthhee  ttrreeee,,  aanndd
HHee  kknneeww  wwhhaatt  wwaass
iinn  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss,,  ssoo
HHee  sseenntt  ddoowwnn
ttrraannqquuiilllliittyy  oonn  tthheemm
aanndd  rreewwaarrddeedd  tthheemm
wwiitthh  aa  nneeaarr  vviiccttoorryy,,
AAnndd  mmaannyy
aaccqquuiissiittiioonnss  wwhhiicchh
tthheeyy  wwiillll  ttaakkee;;  aanndd
AAllllaahh  iiss  MMiigghhttyy,,
WWiissee..

((SSuu  rraahh  FFaa  ttiihh  1188,,1199))
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PART 6

RE TUR NING HO ME



com pa ni ons. They pled ged to sup port the Prop het
till de ath.

So on news was re cei ved that Oth man was ali ve. He ar -
ri ved to get her with a rep re sen ta ti ve of the Mec can
Pa gans.

The Meccan envoy stated that they will not allow the
Muslims to enter Mecca and that they wanted to
negotiate a treaty. After the meeting they accepted
the terms of the treaty that was signed by both parts.
The Muslims were not happy. They were unable to
enter the town after traveling so far. 

Ac cor ding to the tre aty, the Mus lims we re not to en -
ter Mec ca and pray at the Kaa ba un til the fol lo wing
ye ar. What up set the Mus lims most was that the tre aty
inc lu ded un fa vo rab le con di ti ons. When mem bers of
the Ku rays be ca me Mus lims and so ught re fu ge in
Ma di nah, they we re not to be gran ted asy lum and
were to re turn to the Pa gans. Ho we ver, when any -
body from Ma di nah se eks re fu ge in Mec ca he was not
to be gran ted asy lum and re tur ned. The Mus lims
were of fen ded and fea red for the ir li ves.

So on a per son with cha ins aro und his neck and fe et
ar ri ved. He was ex ha us ted and soa ked in swe at and
blo od. It was Ebu Jan dal. Su hayl im pri so ned and
chai ned his son be cau se he had be co me a Mus lim. He
was ab le to es ca pe but, his fat her grab bed him by his
cha ins and be at him ac ross the fa ce. Tur ning to the
Prop het he sa id:

–The ag ree ment was sig ned be fo re my son ar ri ved.
Our prop het qui etly con fir med. 
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–Suhayl demanded the return of his son as Ebu Jan-
dal cried out:

–Muslims! How can you allow them to torture and
force me to abandon the Religion.“ Our prophet
took the father of Ebu Jandal aside and requested
him to free his son. However, he vehemently refused.
Thus, the Prophet turned to Ebu Jandal:

– Have patience Ebu Jandal. Allah will definitely save
you and your friends. We signed an agreement with
these people. We gave them our word and they gave
us theirs. We cannot revoke the agreement” and sent
him back to Mecca. 

The se events de eply hurt the Mus lims ho we ver, the
Pa gans had of fi ci ally re cog ni zed them.

Aim: The En ti re World
The setting for peace and harmony was established
once the Treaty of Hudaybiya was signed. Our Prophet
made the best use of this opportunity. He sent letters
to Heraclius of the Byzantia, Kisra of Persia and vari-
ous other leaders. He invited all to embrace Islam.

The ob jec ti ve was to dis se mi na te the Is la mic mes sa ge
to the en ti re world.

***

An envoy presented the letter to the Byzantine
Emperor Heraclius. He opened the letter and began
to read:

–In the na me of Al lah, most gra cio us and most mer -

AAnndd  WWee  hhaavvee  hhoott
sseenntt  yyoouu  bbuutt  aass  aa
mmeerrccyy  ttoo  tthhee
wwoorrllddss..

((EEnn  bbii  yyaa  ,,110077))
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ci ful. From Mo ham mad the Mes sen ger
of Al lah to He rac li us the Em pe ror of
Byzan ti ne. Pea ce be to tho se who
fol low righ teo us gui dan ce. I bid
yo u to he ar the di vi ne call. Em -
bra ce Is lam and at ta in sal va ti on
that Al lah may do ub le yo ur re -
ward. If not yo u will pay the price
for the sins of yo ur sub jects. "O
fol lo wers of earlier revelation!

Come unto that tenet which we and
you hold in common: that we shall wor-

ship none but God, and that we shall not
ascribe divinity to aught beside Him, and that we
shall not take human beings for our lords beside
God." And if they turn away, then say: "Bear witness
that it is we who have surrendered ourselves unto
Him."

Heraclius knew that Mohammad (pbuh) was a
prophet based on what he had read and learned. He
consulted the matter with his advisors. His intention
was the embrace Islam. However, on seeing their
reaction he didn’t. He treated the envoys well and
sent them off with presents and gifts.

The Conquest Of Mecca And
Returning Home 

Two years had passed since the signing of the Treaty
of Hudaybiya. The Pagans began to violate the treaty
and they eventually revoked it completely. The

OOnn  mmaarrcchhiinngg  ttoo  MMeeccccaa
tthhee  PPrroopphheett  ssaaww  aa  ddoogg
ffeeeeddiinngg  iittss  ppuuppppiieess..  HHee

iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  sseenntt  oonnee
ooff  hhiiss  ccoommppaanniioonnss  aanndd

oorrddeerreedd  tthhaatt  nnoo  oonnee
hhaarrmm  tthhee  aanniimmaallss..
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Prophet then prepared and army of 10 000 soldiers
and secretly moved towards Mecca. His objective was
to capture the city without engaging in a battle or tak-
ing lives. Mecca was conquered without war.

Our beloved Prophet took the city of his birthplace
and youth. He thanked Allah for this great conquest.
He didn’t enter the town as an arrogant and success-
ful commander but, rather with his head down and in
praise of his Lord. 

On re ac hing the ho ur of mid day pra yer Bi lal clim bed
on to the Kaa ba and ma de the call of ad han with his
be au ti ful voi ce. On comp le ting pra yers our prop het
tur ned to the pe op le of the town and as ked: “What
are yo ur tho ughts, what do yo u think I will do to yo u
now?”

Tho se who had tor tu red him self and his com pa ni ons
in the past we re help less:

–We ex pect go od ness. Yo u are an ho no rab le brot her
and the son of an ho no rab le man” they rep li ed. The
Prop het res pon ded:

-I say what Prophet Joseph said. There is no humili-
ating this day. May Allah forgive you all. He is the
most merciful of those who have mercy” and
announced a general amnesty. He then cleared the
idols from inside and around the Kaaba and the Mus-
lims remained in the town. 

TThhee  PPrroopphheett  bbeeggaann
ddiissttrriibbuuttiinngg  tthhee  bboooottyy
aafftteerr  bbaattttllee  ooff  HHuunnaayynn..
EEvveenn  tthhoouugghh  tthheeyy
wweerreenn’’tt  MMuusslliimmss,,
vvaarriioouuss  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee
KKuurraayysshh  wweerree  ggiivveenn  aa
llaarrggeerr  sshhaarree  ooff  tthhee
ggooooddss..    SSoommee  ooff  tthhee
AAnnssaarr  ssaaiidd  aammoonnggsstt
tthheemmsseellvveess::    
––AAllllaahh’’ss  mmeesssseennggeerr  hhaass
ttuurrnneedd  bbaacckk  ttoo  hhiiss  oowwnn
ppeeooppllee..    DDuurriinngg  tthhee
bbaattttllee  wwee  wweerree  hhiiss
ffrriieennddss  bbuutt,,  nnooww  hhiiss
ccoouussiinnss  aanndd  kkiinnffoollkk  aarree
mmoorree  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  hhiimm..
WWee  mmuusstt  ttaallkk  ttoo  hhiimm
aanndd  aaddvviissee  hhiimm  ttoo
ccoonnssiiddeerr  uuss  mmoorree..
OOnn  hheeaarriinngg  tthhiiss  hhee
ggaatthheerreedd  tthhee  AAnnssaarr  aanndd
ssaaiidd::
––AArree  tthhee  wwoorrllddllyy
ppoosssseessssiioonnss  II  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn
tthheessee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo
wwiinn  tthhee  hheeaarrttss  tthhaatt
iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  yyoouu??    TThheeyy
rreettuurrnn  hhoommee  wwiitthh  tthhee
ggooooddss  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd
wwhheerreeaass,,  yyoouu  rreettuurrnn
hhoommee  wwiitthh  tthhee
mmeesssseennggeerr  ooff  AAllllaahh..    IIff
tthhee  eennttiirree  wwoorrlldd  wwaass  ttoo
ggoo  iinn  oonnee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  aanndd
tthhee  AAnnssaarr  iinn  aannootthheerr,,  II
wwoouulldd  ggoo  wwiitthh  tthhee
AAnnssaarr..OOnn  hheeaarriinngg  tthhiiss,,
tthhee  AAnnssaarr  ttuurrnneedd  iinn
rreemmoorrssee  aanndd  ccrriieedd..    
––WWee  aarree  hhaappppyy  wwiitthh
ggiivviinngg  oouurr  sshhaarree  ttoo  tthhee
mmeesssseennggeerr  ooff  AAllllaahh
,,tthheeyy  ssaaiidd..
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The Fi nal Ser mon
Haj be ca me an ob li ga ti on af ter the con qu est of Mec ca.
Our be lo ved Prop het jo ur ne yed to Mec ca to get her
with his fa mily and com pa ni ons in 632 to per form the
Haj (Pil gri ma ge).

After the conquest of Mecca the number of people who
embraced Islam grew rapidly. Our Prophet sent
envoys to various regions in order to invite people to
the religion. Within a short period of time the entire
Arabian Peninsula had entered the fold of Islam.

Here our Prophet made the historic speech. Over
one hundred thousand people had gathered to hear
the message. In the speech he mentioned that the
God of mankind is one God, that all humans are of
the same ancestor and that humans are equals. He

From the 
Fa re well Khut ba

•• AAllll  ggooooddss  lleefftt  iinn  oonneess
ccuussttooddyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee
rreettuurrnneedd..

•• TThhee  bblloooodd  ffeeuuddss  ooff  tthhee
JJaahhiilliiyyyyaa  aarree  bbaannnneedd..

•• YYoouurr  ssppoouusseess  hhaavvee
rriigghhttss  oovveerr  yyoouu  aass  yyoouu
hhaavvee  rriigghhttss  oovveerr  tthheemm..

•• TThhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn
AAllllaahh  aarree  bbrrootthheerrss..    IItt
iiss  nnoott  llaawwffuull  ttoo
iinnaapppprroopprriiaatteellyy  ttaakkee
tthhee  ggooooddss  ooff  yyoouurr
bbrrootthheerrss..
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PART  7

THEY ALL WEPT



emphasized the rights of woman and reminded the
gathering of the requirements of social harmony.
Our prophet once again reminded the whole
mankind what the fundamental principals of the reli-
gion were.

Fa re well
On comp le ting the Haj (Pil gri ma ge) our be lo ved
Prop het re tur ned to Ma di nah. He was 63 ye ars old.
In tho se days he wo uld con ti nu ally men ti on de ath
and that he wo uld di e one day.

••  PPeeooppllee!!    YYoouurr
LLoorrdd  iiss  oonnee..    YYoouurr

aanncceessttoorr  iiss  oonnee..
EEaacchh  ooff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aa
ccoommmmoonn  aanncceessttoorr,,
AAddaamm..    AAnndd  AAddaamm
wwaass  mmaaddee  ooff  ssooiill..

••  TThhee  bbeesstt  ppeerrssoonn
iinn  tthhee  ssiigghhtt  ooff  AAllllaahh
iiss  hhee  wwhhoo  ffeeaarrss  hhiimm

mmoosstt..    NNeeiitthheerr  ooff
yyoouu  aarree  ggrreeaatteerr

tthhaann  eeaacchh  ootthheerr..
GGrreeaattnneessss  iiss  iinn

TTaakkwwaa  ((FFeeaarr  aanndd
ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss  ooff

AAllllaahh))..

mmYZnn
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He had become ill and was unable to go to the
mosque. He had assigned Ebu Bakr to lead the con-
gregation of prayer. His condition had deteriorated
and he raised his right hand into the air pointing,
“Together with my Almighty Lord……Oh Allah,
unite us in paradise.” He had a smile on his face. 

The Departure:
They All Cried

On hearing our prophet’s death Ebu Bakr came
immediately to the mosque. Everyone was crying .He
went directly to the Prophet’s room. He removed the
covers over his face and kissed his forehead:

–I sac ri fi ce all I ha ve for yo u O the Prop het of Al lah.
Yo ur li fe was gre at, yo ur de ath was gre at. He ca me
out of the ro om and then re ci ted ver se 144 of Su rah
Al-i Im ran:

“And Mohammad is no more than an apostle; the
apostles have already passed away before him; if then
he dies or is killed will you turn back upon your heels?
And whoever turns back upon his heels, he will by no
means do harm to Allah in the least and Allah will
reward the grateful.”

The se words of Ebu Bakr had cal med all tho se who
we re in de ni al of the Prop het’s de ath.

He was bu ri ed in the city of Ma di nah. 

The last re vea -
led ver se of the
Holy Qur’an:

AAnndd  gguuaarrdd  yyoouurrsseellvveess
aaggaaiinnsstt  aa  ddaayy  iinn
wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  sshhaallll  bbee
rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  AAllllaahh;;
tthheenn  eevveerryy  ssoouull  sshhaallll
bbee  ppaaiidd  bbaacckk  iinn  ffuullll
wwhhaatt  iitt  hhaass  eeaarrnneedd,,
aanndd  tthheeyy  sshhaallll  nnoott  bbee
ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  uunnjjuussttllyy..

((BBaa  kkaa  rraa  228811))

mmYZnn

P A R T   7 :  T H E Y  A L L  W E P T r L E  A R  N I N G  A B O  U T  M Y  P R O P  H E T r 77 77



Our be lo ved prop het was uni ted with his Al mighty
Fri end and Hel per. He left us Mus lims with two le ga -
ci es, the word of Al lah - the Holy Qur’an - and his
exemp lary li fe. He al so ga ve the go od news that who-
e ver ad he res to the se two will at ta in suc cess.
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Chro no logy Of
Mo ham mad’s (pbuh) Li fe

570 Abraha’s army of the elephant attempts
to destroy the Kaaba

570 Death of our prophet’s father.
571 Birth of the Prophet (April 20th).
571-576 Life with his foster mother Halima.
577 Death of his mother Amina.
579 Death of his grandfather Abdulmuttalib.
591 Virtue society membership.
596 Marriage with Hatija.
610 First revelation received in the cave of Hira

during Ramadan. 
615-616 Emigration to Abyssinia.
617-620 Years of the boycott .
620 Travel to Taif with Zayd.
620 Miracles of the Isra and Miraj.
621 First pact of Akaba.
622 Second pact of Akaba.
622 Emigration to Madinah.
622-624 Construction of mosque and school,

first call to prayer,
announcement of brotherhood,
the Madinah Agreement.

624 The Battle of Badr.
625 The Battle of Uhud.
626 The Biri Maun and Raji disasters.
626-627 The Battle of Khandak.
628 The Pact of Hudaybiya.
630 The Conquest of Mecca.
632 The Final Khutba.
632 The Prophet’s death (June 8th).








