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INTRODUCTION TO THE
RECITATION OF THE QURAN

LET’S GET READY FOR THE CHAPTER

|. Research the meanings of following terms: ayah, surah, juz, khatm and
mugqabalah.

2. Find a hadith about the merits of reciting the Qur’an.

1. The Importance of Reciting the Qur’an in a Proper Way

Al-Quran al-Karim or the Noble Quran, which was revealed to Prophet
Muhammad (saw),' is the last of the Holy Scriptures revealed by Allah (jj).> The
advice and messages of this Holy Book that appeal to all ages and to the whole
of humanity are valid until the end of the world. Allah the Exalted informs us
about this fact in the Quran as follows: “O men, now there has come to you
an admonition from your Lord, and a healing for what is in the breasts, and

a guidance, and a mercy to the believers.”

The Noble Quran began to be revealed on the night of al-Qadr in the month
of Ramadan 610, and its revelation lasted for about twenty years. Since the day

it was revealed, the Qurian has deeply influenced humanity.

Al-Quran al-Karim is the word of Allah, which is why it should be recited in
a manner corresponding to the greatness of Allah. Our Prophet used to read
the Qur’an slowly and clearly and encouraged his followers to read it in the

same way.

! Sallallahu alayhi wa sallam: Peace and Blessings be upon him. It is abbreviated as saw.
% Jalla jalaluhu: His Glory is Great.
* Yunus 10: 57.

1"

Why are we
supposed to learn
how to read the
Qur’an? Share your
thoughts with your
friends.

“Recite the Qur’an
slowly and distinctly
(by understanding

»

and feeling)

Muzzammil, 73: 4

Interpret this verse.
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Al-Quran al-Karim is the most superior and beautiful of all words. Those
who learn and teach it are the best among people. The Prophet expressed this
fact in the following hadith: “The best among you are those who learn the

Qur’an and teach it

The Prophet recited the Quran to his companions as Jibreel had taught it to
him, and he encouraged his companions to continuously read the Qurian. The
Prophet mentioned that those who read the Qurian and act in accordance with
it are enviable people’ and that the verses they read will become a light leading
them to paradise.® He indicated that they will be given 10 thawabs (spiritual

rewards) for each letter they read.”

LET’S NOTE

Our Prophet valued those who recited the Qur’an beautifully, and he enjoyed
listening to them. Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (ra),* who was famous for his beautiful
recitation of the Qur’an, recounted a memory about this matter as follows: Once
Allah’s Messenger (saw) said to me: “Recite the Qur’an to me.” | said: “Shall |
recite to you when it was to you that it has been revealed?” Allah’s Messenger
said: “| like to hear the Qur’an from another person.” Thereupon, | began to
recite Surah al-Nisa (4). When | reached the verse that reads: “How then will it be,
when We bring forward from every nation a witness, and bring you as a witness
against these people?” (Nisa 4: 41), then he said to me, “Enough for today!” Then
| saw his eyes overflowing with tears.

Bukhari, Fadhail al-Qur’an, 33-34

* Abbreviation for Radiallahu Anh meaning “May Allah be pleased with him.”

Our Prophet encouraged some of his companions who had a beautiful voice
and a strong memory to memorize the Quran and personally trained them in
this matter. Some of the companions such as Zayd ibn Thabit and Abdullah
ibn Mas’ud came to prominence with their specialty in reading the Quran
beautifully. They took on the important task of transmitting the science of
Qiraat (reading the Qurian) to the following generations. After the death of
Prophet Muhammad, they travelled to distant lands to teach the methods and

rules of Quranic recitation and to spread the science. They produced important

4 Bukhari, Fadhail al-Qur’an, 21.

> Bukhari, Fadhail al-Qur’an, 17; Muslim, Salat al-Musafirin, 243.
¢ Ahmad ibn Hanbal, IT, 341.

7 Tirmidhi, Fadhail al-Qur’an, 16.
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studies that set an historical example in this field.®

Muslims, who attached great importance to learning and teaching how to
read the Qur’an, established special institutions called Dar al-Qurra for the
education of the sciences related to the Noble Quran. In those centers, great

huffaz’ were trained to read the Quran in a correct and beautiful way.

Reciting the Quran is an act of worship. This is why, when scholars defined
the Quran, they pointed out the fact that it is a book “the recitation of which
is an act of worship”. The great reward we will have in return for this valuable
worship is stated by Allah as follows: “Those who read the Book of Allah and

L. The Quran is the
follow (the commandments in) it...may hope for a commerce that suffers word of Allah that
no loss. For He will give them their full rewards and give them more out of is sent to Prophet

Muhammad
. »10
His bounty... (saw) through
The recitation of the Quran is part of our worship. For instance, given the revelation, written
on scriptures, and
fact that it is fardh (obligatory) to read a section from the Qur’an (giraat) while transmitiedtwithout
performing ritual prayer (salah), one should learn and memorize some parts any changes. To read

the Qurian is an

act of worship, and
correct way and with a beautiful voice in the prayers performed in congregation no person can ever
bring about the like
of it.

of it. Moreover, there is no doubt that recitation of the Qur’an by the imam in a

(jamaah) ensures that it is performed more sincerely and peacefully.

Reciting the Quran has a considerable place in our daily life. We recite the
Qur’an and listen to persons who recite it on various occasions such as in the
month of Ramadan, on holy days and nights, during marriage ceremonies and
funerals, and at cemetery visits. We gain spiritual peace from such individual

or congregational acts of worship.

The first step in reciting the Qurian correctly and beautifully is to pronounce
the letters by paying attention to their makhraj-that is, the vocal organs
or the articulation points where the sound of the letters originate. Correct
pronunciation of the letters enables us to read the words, verses, and hence the
Qur’an in general in a correct way and to understand it better.

8 Mubhsin Demirci, Tefsir Usulii ve Tarihi, p. 112-113.
° Huffaz: Plural form of "hafiz".
10 Fatir 35:29-30.



14 nRoDUCTION T0 THE HoLY QURAN

LET’S INTERPRET

“The one who is proficient in reading the Qur’an is associated with the noble and
obedient angels of revelation; and the one who reads the Qur’an with difficulty
will have a double reward.”

Bukhari, Tawhid, 52; Muslim, Musafirin, 243

Interpret this hadith and share your thoughts with your friends.

Reciting the Quran aloud and in accordance with fajweed, that is, the rules
of pronunciation during recitation of the Qurian, is expressed by the term
“tilawah”. When it is recited by a beautiful voice, the Quran has a distinctive
musical melody and a special way of reading. The sequence of the words in
the Quran, the profundity of meanings, and the harmony that arises from
the combination of a beautiful voice and its special way of recitation deeply
influence people. The person who recites and those who listen feel the
sovereignty of the Divine Words. The correct tilawah of the Qurian with its
distinctive music is only possible by reading it according to certain rules of

recitation.

LET’S SPEAK

“The example of a believer who recites the Qur’an and acts upon it, is like a
citron which tastes nice and smells nice. And the example of a believer who does
not recite the Qur’an but acts upon it, is like a date which tastes good but has no
smell...”

Bukhari, Fadhail al-Qur’an, |7; Muslim, Musafirin 243

“Whoever recites the Qur’an and acts upon its content, the reciter’s parents will
be given a crown on the day of Qiyamat (Day of Judgment). The brightness of
that crown will be more beautiful than the brightness of the sun in the houses
within this world. So what do you think of him who acts according to this?”

Abu Dawud, Witr, 14

Speak about the importance of reciting the Qur’an by using these hadiths
that express the virtues of its recitation.
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2. Letters and Their Features
2.1. Letters and Their Names

Al-Quran al-Karim is a Divine Book sent in the Arabic language. Therefore,
it is written in Arabic letters. The Arabic alphabet consists of 28 letters. Unlike
English, texts in Arabic are written and read from right to left. The following

letters are the letters of the Quran:

Write in your
notebook the letters
that resemble each

other in shape.
Compare the
similarities and
differences among
them.
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INFORMATION BOX

The letter Lam-Alif (YY) is actually not a separate letter. Itis a combination
of the letters lam (J) and alif ().

LET’S TELL

Read out loud the names of the letters given in a mixed order below.
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2.2. Contextual Forms of the Letters (Initial, Medial and
Final)

The Qurlanic letters are written in a conjoined manner like cursive
handwriting. The form of the letters differs regarding their place within a

word. A letter can be in one of the following positions in a word:

The Form of the

The Position of the Letter Letter Example

Isolated form -

Isolated

CRC i
At the Initial form

(connected to the -

beginning
following letter)

In the middle
Medial form

(connected both to the
previous and following
letters)

At th d
ttheen Final form

(connected to the e
previous letter)
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LET’S NOTE

The letters 320 =2 | cannot be connected to the letter that follows

them. The medial and final forms of these letters are the same.

. .. Letters
At the End In the Middle At the Beginning (Isolated)
L L ) ‘
=
— = =
5
)
o - =
=
==
e > <
=
< . = s
c = C
X~ A - >
L 3 B -
r 7 ) ?
> o . ’
—
N o - g
i » o
o —
. J f
b da b
-
& — = C
& - B c
—a < =
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G i 3 S
el k< S g
g e J J
e = ” f
o e 5 O
a - - [
s s - ’
s e -

LET’S GUESS

* ol 03 ) s Vg e 2
Guess the positions of each letter within this supplication. Share your guesses
with your friends.

2.3. The Articulation Points (Makhraj) of Arabic Letters

The air that fills the lungs comes out either as a sound or as breath. When
the unconsciously inhaled and exhaled breath is exhaled in such a way that it
vibrates the vocal cords, it creates a sound. If this sound is articulated from
a particular part of the mouth, throat or tongue, it turns into letters."" Every
language has its own specific articulation points for its letters. The articulation

points of letters are called makhraj in Arabic.

To recite the Quran properly, the letters must be pronounced in accordance
with their makhraj, because the letters that originate from wrong points may

change the meaning.

Just as some letters in English are not found in Arabic, some Arabic letters

are not found in English. The letter T, which has an emphatic “h” sound, or

"' Mehmet Ali Sar1, Kuran-1 Kerim'i Giizel Okuma Teknigi ve Kurallar1, p. 43.
* Meaning: O Lord! Make things easier for me, do not make them difficult for me. O My Lord! Let my affairs
end with goodness.
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C articulated from the throat with a harsh sound, are examples of such letters

that have no exact equivalents in English.

The articulation points of the Qur’anic letters are located in three main vocal

organs:" the throat, tongue and lips."

Letters Letters Articulated
Articulated from from the Tongue Area
the Throat (Teeth/Palate)
| R N

(@

e lNe"

Letters Articulated from
) the Lips

e

12 Demirhan Unlii, Kuran-1 Kerim'in Tecvidi, p. 59.

" Apart from these, the oral cavity and nasal cavity are also accepted as places of articulation. The madd letters (& 9 | are
articulated from the oral cavity and the ghunnah sound originates from the nasal cavity.
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Equivalent in the
English Language™

Letter Makhraj

* For detailed information, see http://www.imamfaisal.com/tajweed.
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LET’S FIND

Listen to the pronunciation of these letters and find the sound differences
among them.

Cto 5")b gf')u.»u..a

2.4. Thin (Light) and Thick (Heavy) Letters

The Qur’anic letters are divided into two groups: thin or light letters and
thick or heavy letters. Eighteen of them are read with a light sound, and ten of
them are pronounced with a heavy sound.
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1. Thin letters: <5°3O(‘J5“-"J“u—“}5bc@wg\
2. Thick letters:

a. O C']’ b U? U@ C_are pronounced with a heavy sound.

b. Cand C are pronounced in a way resembling a heavy sound.

c. 2 is sometimes pronounced with a light sound and sometimes with a

heavy sound.

LET’S COMPLETE

Write the thick letters in the spaces that are left blank in the following table.

3. How to Read the Letters
3.1. Harakat (Vowel Signs): Fathah, Kasrah and Dammah

All of the Arabic letters are consonants (i.e., non-vowels). The signs that help
these letters gain sound and are the equivalent of vowels in English are called
harakah, which means “vowel signs”. These signs are placed either below the
letter or above it. Three vowel signs enable the letters to be pronounced with a

vowel: fathah, kasrah and dammah.
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Fathah: Fathah is a slanting line above the letter (—). When Fathah is present,

light letters are read with an “a” sound (as in cat) and heavy letters are read
with a thick “a” sound (as in car) For example, when fathah is put on the letter

sin (v*), it is pronounced as a” (U”) (as in safe), whereas when fathah is put
on the letter sad (U?), it is read as “saa” (U?).

LET’S LISTEN AND READ

Listen to your teacher and then read the letters with fathah.

EE E ddaddd
5330pdB30FEbL o o

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

353 053 S-S I BCES <3|
J 31 35 & J350 S5 561
Jsi 85 J5 Ca s Al

G
Cc.

(\' \
v
C.\

o
®

C.\
%—-\
®

(z\
[:‘\
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Kasrah: Kasrah is a slanting line written below the letter (—). Kasrah enables

«_ »

thin letters to be read with a thin “ee” sound and thick letters to be read with

a thick “i” sound.

LET’S LISTEN AND READ

Listen to your teacher and then read the letters with kasrah.
R P dd el

S Sld&2

—

\ O

%

-

s0pds

G

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

oS3 o S & &l
¢ | e | e | 2
Jot | H | o | dms |
//{ es “;~%3 s Je

Dammah: Dammabh is a sign resembling a little waw written over the letter
(). It enables thin letters to be read with a thin “u” sound and thick letters to

be read with a thick “u” sound.
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LET’S LISTEN AND READ

Listen to your teacher and then read the letters with dammabh.

u;uis 33 é é“uﬁg‘
56308088 5EEb0 b o

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

Fa 2
l : u" / o
/

- 4

N & & J=

A2
2 % A a2 - >
A & - s 4 A 28
&_a.la" j'hj &TA..S (G-K V-] )

3.2. Jazm (Sukoon)

Jazm is a little circle-shaped sign written above the letter (—). It enables
the letter to be read without any vowel. When a letter with jazm comes after
a letter with a harakah, it is pronounced with no vowel. For instance, when
hamza with fathah conjoins with lam with jazm, it is read as “al” (J‘).
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LET’S LISTEN AND READ

’"

2 ~
Listen to your teacher’s reading of the letters as R RS carefully.
Then read the letters likewise with jazm by paying attention to their

articulation points.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

- o e “A (ot o <.z
) Jxo el ry S
Py P
7 202 1 ,/ T oot //
° o 2 ~ . ° °
w ‘}A—d‘)‘ N ‘ -
- e -
-
gl )2 D -
° )f/ S A~

LET’S TEST OURSELVES

You have made progress in learning to read the Qur’an. Read the letters of Surah
al-Inshirah shown below in red and test yourselves.

il D) By i Wiy () o &l 2545 ol
N L N

o OLEEY g ot ga 06 (5 2585 U L (3 5
N

L

a7 Sl Mo S e 0D - L T ENA s :
(D) w836 &5 M5 (D) il G5 36 (3 1524 4]
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3.3. Shaddah (Gemination or Double Consonant)
Shaddah is a sign resembling “w” written above a letter (w—). It enables
the letter over which it is written to be doubled and pronounced twice. Thus
the letter with a shaddah is actually two letters; the first is with jazm and

the second is with a harakah. As a result, the word written as “O\” is read as

“O oL (inna).

LET’S LISTEN AND READ

- 4 - 2 F
Listen to your teacher’s reading of the letters as “... | S| Sof” carefully. Then
read all the letters likewise with shaddah according to their articulation points.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

Y et 9 ol ol
} - } —~ -
Z v W w w
T e - <)
P <5 i./ ﬁ/ o
o) Ny (,_lp/ Jg

/q:t,/}
)/."..
_

}W -
(;..QJJ
°
Q} 2w 7
S..l 2y
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LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the letters of Surah al-Falag shown below in red and test yourselves.
y y y
PN AR T q e - e ././7 e e “/1°,,/'.’ AT
3 )
e, (- ~ Y o - 73 % 1 - ‘,‘:’/ Y o - 7%
(@ FECSRWELERS ) VLT PO A EE RO )

3.4. Tanween

>

Tanween is the sign of two fathas (/—) two kasrahs (/—), and two dammahs
28
(—) that gives the sound of a “nun” with jazm at the end of the word.
Fathatayn (Double Fathah): Fathatayn is written over the letter (/—). Except
for the letter ta marbootah (3) and hamza (<), with other letters, it is written

together with a supporting alif (|). Fathatayn enables thin letters to be read as
“an” and thick letters to be read with an “aan” sound.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

BaS 1025 I3l |

2\~ P z o Z & s
A AV | Lo L?..(:-
)

Z (< y,/ Zw o1 %o
z g z - Z_ Z Z_ -
“w s g b4 - wos
: 5 BB 5
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LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the letters of Surah al-Mursalat (77), verses |-6 (shown below in red), and
test your knowledge.

)l °

A RE .,\..,«‘f P ! VU7 e (7 s " 3t~

(D) 1545 hstlly () aad a0 B3é e dasally
° - ° o o P ) oy e
AN 4'/:: RSN > R T e, (% 7 - 4
526 31 538 59 1585 walale 15 Bsh 3 2l

Kasratayn (Double Kasrah): Kasratayn is written under the letter (/—). It
enables light letters to be read with a light “en” sound and heavy ones to be
read with a heavy “in” sound.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

vy > J=! S =
) v . Z Z
Z z =z
°
P °
o .« e o
0.9 R « o - )
< =z =z =z
=z
- -~ -
w w
a$co R g_,..\..,e_g
z ‘.}SJ/ Qﬁjj Z P
P - 2/ s z T
~
- o
- °
- ] ° ~ 7 M
-

r o T . .
Z(S P s
- z z Z

~ 2 ~
P < o o7 °
z - 45 . DL > = —~
g Z 2 > =z
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LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the letters of Surah al-Abasa, verses 13-19 (shown below in red),
and test yourselves

N
Y T E .
w«smwwfyﬁw S
L
- =1 - // fa /iq./-\ o
i""-l""wLS‘u-‘%-é‘ ’}“J{ﬁgﬁa%‘é
é;&isw&‘/‘ 3alsd 3

Dhammatayn (Double Dammah): Dhammatayn is written over the letter

a8
(—). It enables thin letters to be read with a thin “un” sound and thick letters
to be read with a heavy “un” sound.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

4 a8 I

I R N I

R 22 : R o “.’ =
. & P a8 & o °
0 u J.QS V..:\/ LSJ’/' ngD-
2R 82 2R
A, w B I s
2 o2 *
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LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the letters of Surah al-lkhlas shown below in red and test yourselves.

ﬂyej&gw‘w‘»\w\,%p
) 31158 0 555 0

3.5. Madd Letters: Alif, Waw and Ya

Madd means to prolong. The letters that enable the previous letters to be
prolonged are called huruf al-madd, which means madd letters. There are
three madd letters: Alif (1), Waw () and Ya ((g).

Alif (1): Alif prolongs the sound of the preceding letter with a fathah. Light

letters are prolonged with an “a” sound, and heavy letters are lengthened with

<« »
an “aa” sound.

LET’S LISTEN AND READ

Listen to your teacher reading the letters with madd, like & U |. Be careful that alif,
which prolongs the letter, does not have a harakah. Likewise, read all letters with
alif, which is a letter of madd.
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LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

LS 51 N G 5
3 sk £ RS JG
s | s 3% ske A

o _ 2R // P e
LS Jel % Sl 461

_ 28 e a9 . .
CHES Sl w{le sylas Coal
2 /9// ° ~ °/ ° 4z // o —~ |~ 1 9} -
('.ALJ‘)) v-ﬁ)taﬁ-ﬁ\ V.AJ‘J.Q Y )L% g ‘ Lo.)

Waw (2 ): Waw prolongs the sound of the preceding letter with a dammabh.
Light letters are prolonged with a light “u” sound, and heavy letters are
lengthened with a heavy “uu” sound.
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LET’S LISTEN AND READ

2
Listen to your teacher reading the letters with madd, Iikejf; j.’a 9l. Be careful that
waw, which is lengthening the letter, does not have a harakah. Likewise, read all
letters with waw, which is a letter of madd.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

Iy 4 "i 3 }T 5 5
b)ﬁj g.)j.a J).C« jb 5.9
R 12 e EI A s A [
— d).(A —¢0 3423 dj.a.:

KXY s e NPT < se s NP
O).d.e..g. O)M O}wgy Oy—fy djo.l.x,g

- A
Ot | Ospddd | Opdald | Opal® O4EB

LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the letters of Surah al-Kafirun (109), verses |-6 (shown below in red), and
test your knowledge

ojmuww%&‘t@:u&
fuuxbu‘bw\uo}uﬁwj

U"Jk.fb("'(‘) VSJM‘LGO‘)MVJ‘YJ
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Ya (s): Ya prolongs the sound of the preceding letter that has a kasrah. Light

«s»

letters are lengthened with an “i” sound, and heavy letters are lengthened with

an “i” sound.

LET’S LISTEN AND READ

Listen to your teacher reading the letters with madd, like ‘, u‘\’ d: ... Be careful that
ya, which lengthens the letter, does not have a harakah. Likewise, read all letters with
ya, which is a letter of madd.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

v o s> ol &
Ls"té JT"L‘; LS.\U/ 95?’}'\ LS?:
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LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the letters of Surah al-Fil (105), verses [-5 (shown below in red),
and test your knowledge.

ﬁ“MH‘M\wb@)wuﬁ/"=
e)b&v-e-wf&u b ke Js JM&

3.6. Alif that is Written in the Form of Waw and Ya

Find examples for In the Qurianic script, Alif is written in three forms:

three different forms 1. Generally, it is written as we know (1), such as JG and A}

of alif in the sections
in Chapter Four in
your textbook.

! )
2. Occasionally, it is written in the form of waw (), such as: § 42 and 8 45

\ )
3. Sometimes it is written in the form of ya (), suchas Jland J&

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

"i VoA ) 151 "i/’
) Y ! e )
Y 8 - - PR s
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3.7. Prolonging Sign (Vertical Fathah/Kasrah) LET’S

In the Qurianic text, one of the two other long vowel signs is written over There is a hidden

a letter and is called “vertical fathah” (—). The second one is written below madd letter after the

letter with a “vertical

the letter and is called “vertical kasrah” (—). These long vowels are known in ol s, e

English as “dagger Alif” These signs indicate that the letter is to be prolonged. what this madd

letter is.
LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

U s P = =
2l Al Rl Spp | Gal
X sl sl 55 l

LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the letters of verses 6 and 7 of Surah al-Bagarah, shown below in red, and
test yourselves.

ajiengﬁwcjr\ L\;Wq}w | g328 u,m 5

]

zwrﬁrw‘&ﬁﬁﬂ“&ﬁrwb&w‘w
v.b_&u\.x;r.@)j
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4. Exceptional Cases
4.1. The Prefix “al-”

In Arabic, one way to make a noun definite is to add the prefix of alif-lam

(J1) to its beginning. When a word beginning with one of the following letters:
Research the
expressions gamari
and shamsi letters, omitted and it is read with jazm.

Sesp AR CCC o | is prefixed with alif-lam, the vowel of lam is

and explain their o b
relation with the For example: 424l < %<3
prefix of alif-lam

On the other hand, if a word beginning with one of the following letters: <

& 0dbb o e jm w33 e isprefixed with alif-lam, in this situation, lam

is written but is not recited. In addition, the following letter should be read
with a shaddah.

For example: M/‘ -« uir‘

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below and underline the ones for which the “lam” of the
prefix “al” is not recited.
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4.2. Object Pronoun and its Recitation

Thereisaspecial recitation for the object pronoun (e) in the tilawah (recitation)
of the Quran. When the letter before it has a harakabh, it is prolonged, whereas
if the previous letter has a zero vowel (jazm)-in other words, it does not have

any harakah- it is not prolonged.

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

- . ) 2
Gy | a3 % AP A

w/ o ~ 28 :
4.1..» A\Lﬁ CE)
?‘JM’ ?‘Z\} kg 0 Vo 7 Ve
;‘,}S 5 o c/L’ ) ‘2
o> et 7 = o e

\
ol s o e

LET’S TEST OURSELVES

Read the Surah al-Nasr given below in red and test yourselves.

)
M °

Y
o\ 2 75}1; A 2ol A st & o i 7 (%
s 3 EARS % - o N Z
/‘L/J?"?d?d uﬂ ‘w)jc‘djba}\)\ﬁgu\;‘/

N
AN 4’{.{’/‘?).3./.,/ “|w o~ ° EPZCS z 51
(D) G155 08 &l sareals &y Wiz s () 5158l

(=

LET’S

There is a hidden
madd letter after the

object pronoun ()
that is lengthened.
Guess what this
madd letter is.
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4.3. Madd and Qasr Words

In the Qur’an, the expressions of madd (J») and gasr ( ,.23) are written below
some words. From these expressions, “madd” indicates that the letter under

which it is written is to be prolonged.
N

For example: Qé\jé
g
The word “Qasr (.23),” on the other hand, indicates that the letter under

which it is written is to be read without prolonging.

For example: Gl
’

LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

N
v’;/ A f/ 2838 _ {}‘_,} ~ A o s
» » > > »
;/ 2 28— 7}T ~ T 4 A
oL sl | Sk K el ¥
e / 7 / /

Underline the madd

letters in the “Lets
Practice” section.

4.4. Alif that is not Pronounced

Despite being written, the letter alif is sometimes not pronounced. For
8
instance, the first alif (1) in the word | i prolongs the letter gaf (3). However,
the one at the end of the word has no impact on the recitation.

Alif within the prefix of alif-lam is not pronounced when it is preceded by a

letter with a harakah. For example:
Sesly < st

pler < o
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LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

|5423 |l 145 1,6
e 4555 LAkal | LAl
301553 JVES 135 |3

0 N o _ _ ° _ l
sl 2y | csaaadl ne | il sl &ls

3
- - - -

SEILEE s GIENY; | bl Gal

S MG | esLRE | GRS E

4.5. Huruf al-Mugatta’ah

Huruf al-Mugqattaah, which literally means “abbreviated letters”, consists
of one or a few letters. Twenty-nine surahs of the Quran begin with these

letters.

Huruf al-Mugattaah, which is particular to the Quran, has a different
recitation. These letters are read in compliance with their names and the rules
of prolonging them are explained under the topic of “Madd al-Lazim” in the
third chapter. For example,

(:J“\ is read as “Alif Laaaam Miiiim”
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LET’S PRACTICE

Read the examples given below.

Huruf al- B . - -
Mugatta’ah V‘M T o &)
T ! o 3 o =
Pronunciation S| A A 22 e
= ¢ AR b ¢

Huruf al- ) _ ) It
Mugqatta’ah ab U“"L ("’. }J‘
Pronunciation & LL W;’ W (,,.5 = 5 r\) A
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LET’S EVALUATE THE CHAPTER

A. Mark the options suitable for each letter given below.

pasunouo.d jou
sl wv] ‘xiyoud v,
AQ papadaud USYAA

PPYIN JO 49197

punos Ads| e seH

J9139| di

J9139| JBOUY |

punos
431 & Yum pesy

punos
AABSY B YIIM pESY

J9139] 3uImoy|o}
9y} 03 Pa12”UUOD)
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B. Write “T” for true and “F” for false for the following sentences.
() The equivalent of the letter “ 2" is “d” in English.

(---) When the letter “ 4" is pronounced, the lips are not pushed forward.
(...) A letter with a shaddah, in fact, consists of two letters.

(-..) In Arabic, tanween is seen only at the end of the nouns.

(...) The letter “4” without any harakah prolongs the previous letter that has a
kasrah.

(...) The word “ ;23" indicates that the word under which it is written is to be
prolonged.

w20y

(---) The object pronoun in the word “ oJie” is to be prolonged.

(...) In the word 5.&...5 the hidden madd letter after the object pronoun that is

9

prolonged is “¢".

C. Choose the correct answers to the following multiple-choice questions.

I. Which word has the madd letter alif?

A) Ceil B) 1345 C) 1525
D) I8 E) il

2. Which word contains a letter read with a heavy sound?

A) &l B) ¢4l55 0) 5,54

D) snid]] E) 13
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3. In which word is the object pronoun not prolonged?

INHEY B) 45 ) o3k
D) 4 F) &

4. Which option is not an alif written in the form of “¢"?
5 PR o
A) sska B) 654 Q) sk

®oy -

D) 5425 F) 5455

5. Which option is false?

A) The letters (3 'C.l'o b UP P Chave a heavy sound.

B) The signs that make the Qur’anic letters sonant are called harakah.

C) The object pronoun “s” is prolonged when preceded by a letter with a
harakah.

D) When fathatayn is written over the ta marbootah (3) and hamza (s), they
should be supported with a letter alif.

E) Twenty-nine surahs of the Qur’an begin with huruf al-muqatta’ah.












RELIGIOUS STATEMENTS AND INVOCATIONS
AND THEIR MEANINGS

LET’S GET READY FOR THE CHAPTER

I. Which statements and invocations do we recite during a two-cycle (rakah)
prayer? Write them down in your notebook.

2. Search the ahadith* about the virtue of serving as a muazzin and write down
your findings in your notebook.

3. Find some ahadith about reciting salawat for the Prophet.

1. Kalimah al-Tawhid and Kalimah al-Shahadah and Their
Meanings

-~
-
4 z - A wE 3 _ o

puyy sles 1342 O 4Gl

*Ahadith: Plural form of the word "hadith".

49



LETS RECITE

Recite kalimah al-
tawhid and kalimah
al-shahadah in
chorus after your
teacher.

Remember what
you know about
Umar’s conversion
to Islam. How has
his conversion to
Islam by reciting
kalimah al-shahadah
influenced and
changed his life and
attitude?

“When you recite
the Qur’an, seek
refuge in God from
the accursed Satan.”

Nahl, 16: 98

Why do we recite
audhu basmala at
the beginning of
the recitation of the
Qur’an?

Share your opinions
with your friends.
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The Meaning of Kalimah al-Tawhid

There is no god but Allah; Muhammad (saw) is the messenger of Allah.

The Meaning of Kalimah al-Shahadah

I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, and I bear witness that

Muhammad (saw) is the servant and messenger of Allah.

2. Audhu Basmala and its Meaning

& o)l )\y\wﬁijw‘&”&%%ﬂ

LET’S MAKE A BOARD

LET’S RECITE

Find different scripts of basmala and
make a board in class.

After learning from your teacher
how to recite the basmala, recite it
with your classmates in chorus.

The Meaning of Audhu Basmala

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Satan. In the name of Allah, the
Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.

3. Takbir and its Meaning

~

CRE!

P I -

\3&:&;\\?!21‘5%5’5 4 & 51 4
Bl b 31 4
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The Meaning of Takbir

Allah is the greatest. Allah is the greatest. There is no god but Allah. Allah is
the greatest. Allah is the greatest. All praise is due to Allah.

LET’S INTERPRET

The Festival Prayer in the Siileymaniye Mosque
When everybody is remembering the great Allah in unison
Many chants of takbir becomes one sound,
| saw a man in uniform sitting in the front row,
Listening to the takbir in rupture and ecstasy

Yahya Kemal Beyatli, Kendi Gok Kubbemiz, p. 102

Interpret these lines.

4. Salat-Salam and its Meaning

w y ) 20 _ _ s \/w//?u/
@ ooy ey dl Lo oV () 02 B 12 Lo 24l

The Meaning of Salat Salam

O Allah! Confer blessings upon our master, the unlettered Prophet
Muhammad and upon his family and his companions, and bestow peace upon
them.

LET’S SHARE

“Surely God and His angels bless the Prophet. O believers, you also bless him, and
pray him peace.” Ahzab, 33: 56

Read the interpretation of this verse from a book of exegesis and share the
information you find with your friends.

The composition
of takbir recited in
the Ramadan and
Sacrificial Festivals
belongs to Mustafa
Itri, one of the
famous Turkish
composers of the
17th century.

LET’S ORGANIZE

Choose three of
your classmates as
jury members and
then arrange some
contestant groups.
Select the group
that performs the
best recitation of the
takbir.

LET’S SHARE

What do you feel
when you listen
and recite salawats
in congregation

in festival prayers
and religious
ceremonies?

Share your feelings
with your friends.

LET’S ORGANIZE

Choose three of
your classmates
as jury members
and then arrange

contestant groups.
Select the group that
performs the best
recitation of salat
al-salam.




52 INTRODUCTION TO THE HOLY QURAN

LET’S RECITE
’ LR

Recite the
supplication of
Amantu in chorus
after your teacher.

Write the translation
of Amantu on the
board and mention
the Arabic original
of the sections
shown by your
teacher.

5. The Supplication of Amantu and its Meaning

° ) o ° = ) )
w?./ ° 7 2% — . o (-~ — :‘."/ “/; - ¥ :*'f/
?ij ?J&-")Jﬂ.!bjﬁy‘ (’/)“Jb ?.&...’33‘9 ‘\L;..Sj @)&Aj émiw‘

. / = ; e:g a/g/ aa ) _
bl 1/1Y | 3%l 55 eyl 366 dadly JES 4l G
2 _ ",/ /ﬁ/,« ai}/

o AP RN Muw

The Meaning of Amantu

I believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His prophets, the Day of Judgment,
destiny, that good and evil are from Allah and in life after death for the
accounting of deeds. I bear witness that there is no deity but Allah and that

Muhammad is His servant and prophet.

6. Adhan-lqamah and Their Meanings

ARG 02 IR Y
Y ALY O gl Dl VY Ol Agal
M 2 - 1:;/ e M A z A 6:}/ e
Al Jeij 108 Ol Agal Al Jei5 108 Ol agal
§:N§“ .
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In the adhan of the fajr prayer, the phrase @33.“ Oy A S %I is recited twice
after the sentences of Cﬁ‘ &.ﬁ =

In iqamah, A ;},’ofé 35 is recited twice after the sentences of Je i~
Ol

=

The Meaning of the Adhan and Igamah

Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest.

Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest.

| bear witness that there is no god but Allah.

| bear witness that there is no god but Allah.

| bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.
| bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.
Come to prayer (salat).

Come to prayer (salat).

Come to salvation.

Come to salvation.

Allah is the greatest. Allah is the greatest.

There is no god but Allah.

The meaning of the phrase “as-salatu khayrun min an-nawm” added to the
adhan of the fajr prayer is: “Prayer is better than sleep”

The meaning of the phrase “qad qamati’s-salah” that is recited in igamah is:

“Prayer has started.”
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LET’S ORGANIZE A CONTEST LET’S PRACTICE

Decide which of your friends performs  Practice the recitation of igamah in
the best recitation of adhan according  your school mosque.

to the sound and the rules of musical

modes.

LET’S INTERPRET

Oh glorious God, the sole wish of my pain-stricken heart is that

No heathen’s hand should ever touch the bosom of my sacred Temples.
These adhans, whose shahadahs are the foundations of my Din (religion),
May their noble sound last loud and stretch wide over my eternal homeland.

Mehmet Akif Ersoy

How does the author establish a link between the religion of Islam and the
adhan in the quatrain of this national anthem? Explain.

LET’S SHARE OUR 7. Subhanaka and its Meaning

Where and when
do we recite
the invocations

of Subhanaka, J>‘9 % ..SJ> QJLE.’S/ % sl J)L_:j % JM V.G.U\ ;LLz....»

al-Tahiyyat,
Allahumma Salli and o8 2N N e
Allahumma Barik, % I “J!/ Y3 % ﬁLﬂ—’
Rabbana Atina, and
Qunut?

Share your
knowledge with
your friends.
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The Meaning of Subhanaka

O Allah! How perfect You are and praise be to You. Blessed is Your name,

and exalted is Your majesty. There is no god but You.

LET’S RECITE BY HEART

Listen to the invocation of Subhanaka by your teacher and then recite it by heart one
by one, paying attention to the points of articulation of the letters (makhraj).

Which attribute of
Allah the Almighty

is emphasized in
the invocation of
Subhanaka?

8. Al-Tahiyyat and its Meaning

LET’S RECITE TOGETHER IT’S MY TURN

Listen to the invocation of al-Tahiyyat ~ Divide the invocation of al-Tahiyyat
by your teacher or via an electronic  into five parts and have each student
player and then recite it in chorus. individually recite one part by heart.

P - - // /// ﬁ _ // _ ) _ e
83 Gile S & Bicglaly S5l & g

-

%MLA\N;L&&/ Lele polall @ 855 &
# dya5 aee 1082 5 Agaky 4

-

The Meaning of al-Tahiyyat
May the peace, the mercy of Allah and His blessings be upon you, O Prophet.

Peace be upon us and upon the righteous servants of Allah! I bear witness that
there is no god but Allah. And I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and
Messenger.

LET’S RECITE TOGETHER

Divide your class into three groups. Ask each group to read a sentence of the
meaning of the invocation of al-Tahiyyat. Recite the meaning of the sentence of
Shahadah together.
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9. Allahumma Salli and Allahumma Barik and Their Meanings

LET’S FIND THE DIFFERENCES

Listen carefully while your teacher reads Allahumma Salli and Allahumma Barik by
paying attention to the rules of tajweed. Find the differences in the recitation of

R

the words “Muhammadin wa ala ali”, “ala Ibrahima”, and “hamidun majid.”

T Z T ) o b
ol Je il BS # sis Ul Jeg aiss e e 24l
_ \
# G 58 OB & il Il 23
= = \
sl J5 w550 S @ aian Jf Jos agas L B, 3400
& S B G & ol I 5

The Meanings of Salli-Barik

LET’S RECITE
U R

O Allah! Exalt Muhammad (saw) and the family of Muhammad, as You

Recite Allahumma did exalt Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Praiseworthy and

Salli and Allahumma Glorious.
Barik in chorus after

your teacher. O Allah! Bless Muhammad (saw) and the people of Muhammad, as You
did bless Ibrahim and the people of Ibrahim, verily You are Praiseworthy and

Glorious.

LET’S THINK

What is the relationship between the lives of the Prophet Muhammad and the
Prophet Abraham in relation to telling the people the belief of tawhid (oneness
of God)?

Reflect.
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10. The Invocations of Rabbana and Their Meanings

<$)U‘ Q‘J&U)Won‘ L

B Gl (éﬁ G dfr

%C‘)L&}/‘J‘ /(/’BSU'\"")""U ZS ,‘jj,)‘;ﬁp‘ L_:)

The Meanings of the Invocations of Rabbana

“Our Lord! Give to us in this world good, and good in the world to come,
and guard us against the chastisement of the fire”

“Our Lord! Forgive Thou me and my parents, and the believers, upon the

day when the reckoning shall come to pass”

LET’S INTERPRET

“... Now some men there are who say, “Our Lord, give to us in this world”; such
men shall have no part in the world to come. And others there are who say, “Our
Lord, give to us in this world good, and good in the world to come, and guard us
against the chastisement of the fire”; those they shall have a portion from what
they have earned; and Allah is swift at the reckoning.”

Bagarah, 2: 200-202

Interpret these verses.

11. Glorifications (Tasbihat) in Prayer and Their Meanings

Tasbihat or phrases of glorifications of prayer are the invocations and
supplications recited during or after the performance of prayer. Some of
them are recited during the prayer and others are recited after completing its

performance.

Find the verses
where the
invocations of
Rabbana atina are
cited in the Quran
(Bagarah 2: 201 and
Ibrahim 14: 41) and
read them.

LET’S RECITE
TOGETHER

Divide your

class into two
groups and recite
the invocations
of Rabbana
reciprocally in
chorus.
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TASBIHAT IN PRAYER

Takbir is recited at the beginning of prayer,

before going down to ruku (bowing }/,/‘ }‘\,/‘
down) and sajdah (prostration), between J‘S 4
two prostrations, and while sitting
Recited three times during ruku i ;:j\ - ‘”3 :)\ 52
o ) ‘_5; .
Recited while standing up from ruku 0~ o) 4 éEN
Recited after standing up from ruku Sos H éﬂ &3
Recited three times during prostration J-‘fﬁ“ C;’j Z)\ 503
Recited while turning the head to the o . _
right and the left at the end of the prayer a0 &33 2 g (,j “
(salam) - -

THE MEANINGS OF THE TASBIHAT IN PRAYER

jiesi "W God is the greatest.
bl Gpllae [l o
élé u;,j/ i&\ ééd Allah heard the one who praised Him.
3,2,_5:3\ éﬁ 4/3 O our Lord! Praise be to you.
A < My Lord, the Highest, is free from all
ul.o ‘ /w/j o /j - incomplete attributes.

I AP Peace and Allah’s Mercy and Blessings
4l B9 (‘M\ be upon you.
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TASBIHAT RECITED AFTER THE PRAYER

LET’S PRACTICE

Practice the glorifications recited during and after prayer in the school mosque.
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MEANING OF THE TASBIHAT RECITED AFTER THE PRAYER

O Allah! You are Peace and from You comes
Peace. Blessed and Lofty are You, O Lord of
Majesty and Bounty.

The one recited after every
salam

Blessings upon our Prophet.

Glory be to Allah, praise be to Allah, there
is no god but Allah, and Allah is the greatest.
There is no might, nor power except in Allah
the Almighty and Exalted.

Glory be to Allah.

All praise is due to Allah.

Those that are recited after
every prayer Allah is the greatest.

There is no god but Allah, alone, without a
partner. His is the sovereignty, and His the
praise, and He has power over everything.
Glory be to my Lord, All-High, Supreme,
Most Munificent.

LET’S RECITE TOGETHER

Divide your class into two groups. Recite reciprocally the Arabic originals and the
meanings of the tasbihat in prayer.

12. Invocations of Qunut and Their Meanings

LET’S RECITE IN GROUPS

Listen to Invocations of Qunut by your teacher or via an electronic player and then
recite them out loud in chorus.
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Start erasing word
by word Invocations
of Qunut that you
wrote on the board.

Try to remember
we believe in You and have trust in You, and we praise You in the best way and and recite from

The Meanings of Invocations of Qunut

“Oh Allah, we ask you for help and seek your forgiveness and guidance, and

we thank You and we are not ungrateful to You, and we forsake and turn away men(;or y the erased
wordas.
from those who disobey You.

O Allah, we worship You only and pray to You and prostrate ourselves
before You, and we run toward You and serve You, and we hope to receive
Your mercy, and we fear Your punishment. Surely, the disbelievers will receive

Your punishment. LET’S MAKE
A LIST

Make a list of
the promises we
give to our Lord
in Invocations of

Qunut.
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LET’S EVALUATE THE CHAPTER

A. Mark the proper choice for the utterances and invocations listed below.

UTTERANCES
AND
INVOCATIONS

In the Witr Prayer

In the First Sitting of the Prayer

In the Funeral Prayer

Before Starting to Read the Qur’an
In the Final Sitting of the Prayer
Before Fard Prayers

Between Tarawih Prayers

In the Time of the Prayer

In the First Rakah of the Prayer

In Festivals

The Invocation
of Rabbana

Invocations of
Qunut
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B. The following sentences belong to which utterances and invocations?

v /“’/@‘@@Ww—‘)d@?f@cﬂ‘wﬁ;ﬂﬂ‘
eyl A Eadls ® 2is J\w@ LBl & m& pu‘
5 (®) U3 e 1082 81 dgdly @D Al 2855 &L Gy ® 55
B85 M &g 6J@|¢.1;¢M| BLal sl 89,0 ol

@ D3 AN @ BN, 38 8 540 Gile 5 @

|. The Adhan of Fajr Prayer












INTRODUCTION TO TAJWEED

LET’S GET READY FOR THE CHAPTER

|. Read the meanings of the 32nd verse of Surah al-Furqan (25) and the 4th verse
of Surah al-Muzzammil (73) from a translation of the Qur’an.

2. Listen to the recitation of a hafiz who reads the Qur’an beautifully via an
electronic player, and at the same time follow the recitation from a text. Pay
attention to where the hafiz prolongs his recitation and keeps it short.

3. Interview an adult who recites the Qur’an beautifully by asking about “The
Importance of Reciting the Qur’an Beautifully and the Role of a Teacher on
Recitation.” Share the information you acquire with your friends.

1. Definition,Aim and Importance of Tajweed

SONG FOR SAKARYA

Human, flows like water in curls,

The one that flows on one side is me, and on the other is Sakarya,

Water falls down from the slopes, step by step,

And it is my destiny to get thirsty on the slopes.

Everything flows, water, history, star, human and thought,

Channels are dual, from one flows the divine light, from the other the dirt.
Clustered in the flow, the big, the small, and the universe:

Look at that rising cloud, despite the falling water!

Yet Sakarya is different, is it going up or what?

A burden from lead is laid on its body of foam.

Necip Fazil Kisakirek, Cile, p. 399

Ask a friend to first read the poem casually, and then with stresses, intonation
and attention regarding where to stop. Discuss the differences between the two
readings in terms of rhythm and meaning and their effects on the emotions.

67
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Tajweed, which lexically means “doing something good and beautifully”, is
the science that deals with the rules of correct and beautiful recitation of the

Qur’an. The subject matter of this science is the letters of the Qur’an.'

Allah the Almighty declares that He revealed the Quran distinctly.*> With
the Quranic command “Chant the Qur’an very distinctively (tarteel)™, a
responsibility is laid upon the Prophet and all Muslims under his personality.
The meaning of the word tarteel, cited in the verse, is explained by Ali (ra) as
“the correct pronunciation of the letters and knowing where to stop.”* Scholars
who are aware of this responsibility emphasized “the importance of reciting
the Quran slowly, clearly, and comprehensively and giving the letters their
due’, and they examined the practices of the Prophet and the companions
in the recitation of the Qur'an and systematized them under the title of “the

Science of Tajweed”.

The Quran was revealed by Allah in Arabic. The statements and expressions
of the Qurian are like containers that retain great meanings. To protect the
coherence between the statements and their meanings, first of all the statements
must be read correctly, which necessitates reading according to certain rules.
The Prophet recited the Quran according to the rules of tajweed, and the
respected companions and all generations after them paid attention to recite

the Quran according to those rules.

The aim of the science of tajweed is to ensure the recitation of the Qur'an
as it was revealed. Those who practice the rules of tajweed recite the Qurian
correctly and beautifully in a euphony corresponding to Arabic phonetics.

Thus, they avoid reciting incorrectly or falsely.

The rules that ensure the correct and beautiful recitation of the statements
of the Qurlan are taught by the science of tajweed, which is why tajweed is
an inseparable feature of the recitation of the Qurian. The harmony in the
statements and meanings of the Quran can only emerge through recitation

according to the rules of tajweed.

! Abdurrahman Cetin, Kuran Okuma Esaslari, p. 76.
? Furqan 25: 32.

3 Muzzammil, 73: 4.

* Ibn Jazari, an-Nashr fi Qiraat al-Ashr, vol. 1, p. 209.
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2. The Need for a Teacher in the Education of Tajweed

The science of tajweed has both a theoretical and a practical side. The
theoretical part of tajweed is the rules that enable the recitation of the Qur’an
correctly and beautifully. The practical side is the application of these rules

when reciting the Quran.

Although a good student is necessary for every lecture, a teacher is an
indispensable factor for practice-based and artistic-oriented lectures. From
this perspective, among religious studies classes, the one pertaining to the
Qur’an, in which the science of tajweed is taught practically, is the one that

needs a teacher most.

To become successful in Qurianic training, it is necessary to take lessons
from a teacher, because it is not possible for those who read the Qur’an to
comprehend the articulation points and correct pronunciation of the letters
without receiving instruction from a teacher. Schedules, books, training
materials, technical equipment and physical conditions are supplementary

elements that enable the teacher to be more efficient.

The correction of our mistakes while reciting the Quran can only be
possible under the supervision of a teacher. The teacher checks our recitation
and teaches the rules of correct recitation of the letters and words. Moreover,
teachers correct our mistakes by repeating the correct way many times, if
necessary. In particular, determining our habitual mistakes and correcting

them requires the committed efforts of the Quran teacher.

To recite the Qurian beautifully, vocal training and lip exercise are necessary.
Thus, besides taking lessons from a teacher who recites the Qur’an according
to the rules of tajweed, it is also important to benefit from vocal and visual
training materials such as CDs, VCDs and DVDs. As these types of materials
help our ears become familiar with the sounds, they also enable us to repeat

the parts we memorized before.

How can you learn a

musical composition
best, by yourself or
with a musician?

Discuss.

LET’S
INTERPRET

The Prophet (saw)
complimented
Abdullah ibn
Masud, who is one
of the companions
who recited the
Qur’an beautifully:
“Whoever wants to

recite the Qur’an
as freshly as when
it was revealed,
then let him recite
like Abdullah ibn
Masud?”

Ahmad ibn Hanbal,
Musnad, vol. 1, p.
7,26

Interpret this hadith.
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3. Prolonging (Madd) and its Types

LET’S NOTE

Sometimes the letters of madd can be hidden (muqgaddar)—that is, they are not
seen in writing but recited. The following examples show some of the places
where the letters of madd are hidden:

e There is a hidden waw () after a prolonged pronoun hu with dammah (i).

Example: 5 sdis

e There is a hidden ya ($) after a prolonged pronoun hi with kasrah ().
Example: ¢ ?.9.15:

e There is a hidden dlif (l), which is one of the letters of madd, after a letter with
the sign vertical fathah ( » )(called dagger dlif).

Example: &.2\‘

The language of the Qur'an has many long syllables. Some of these syllables
are the natural prolonging as in daily speaking. Other syllables are prolonged
more, which is a characteristic peculiar to the Qur'an. By means of these long

sounds, a beautiful harmony emerges in the recitation of the Quran.

Reciting letters lengthily is called “madd” in the science of tajweed. The letters
that make a letter recited lengthily are called “the letters of madd”, which are
the letters of waw (), ya (), and alif (1). There are two conditions for these

letters to operate as a letter of madd:
1. Alif, waw and ya must be non-voweled or with zero vowel (sakin).

2. The vowel of the letter that comes before waw must be a dammah ( j}_), the
vowel of the letter that comes before ya must be a kasrah (_.—), and the vowel
of the letter that comes before alif must be fathah (L_).

The letters of madd cause the previous letter to prolong for a natural amount
of time that is called “one vowel count.” One vowel count is equal to about two
seconds, which is defined in classical books as the period in which one can

raise and lower one’s forefinger.

Some diacritical marks indicate a prolonging of the letters for more than
one vowel count; these marks are called “the reasons of madd”. The reasons of

madd are two: hamza and sukoon.
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THE REASONS OF MADD

SUKOONAL-ARIDH SUKOONAL-LAZIM

Hamza: Hamza is a letter that has a specific writing style in the Quran.
2 ~
Sometimes it is written as a long hamza (| | |) depending on its place in the

word, and sometimes it is written as short hamza (¢  z).

Sukoon: Sukoon is the omission of the vowels or the status of zero vowel.
A non-voweled letter is called a “sakin letter” The diacritical mark jazm
(=) indicates that the letter is sakin. Moreover, as in the example &, the
first letter of all mushaddad letters (or the letters with shaddah) are/: sakin
(¢ +5)

There are two types of sukoon:

1. Sukoon al-Lazim (permanent sukoon): Sukoon al-Lazim exists both when

stopped on or continued when reciting.

For example, the letters with jazm and shaddah in the words :}J\\ and ;)L;

are sukoon al-lazim.

2. Sukoon al-Aridh (temporary sukoon): Sukoon al-Aridh appears when
stopped on and disappears when continued.

For example, in the word u\.dbd\ the letter nun with the vowel fathah is
recited with jazm as ouLad\ when the reciter stops on the letter. If the reciter
continues to recite, he or she must pronounce the letter nun with the vowel
fathah and then pass to the next letter.

In the science of tajweed, the letters and causes of madd are divided into six

groups.
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TYPES OF MADD

Madd al-Tabi'i Madd al-Muttasil Madd al-Aridh
Madd al-Munfasil Madd al-Lazim
Madd al-Leen

3.1. Madd al-Tabi'i

If the letter of madd is not followed by a reason for madd, it becomes madd
al-tabi'i.

The duration of prolonging in madd al-tabi'i is one vowel count.
For example, consider {a\.{p In this example,

o Alif (1) is the letter of madd.

« There is no reason for madd, that is, hamza or sukoon after alif.
« In this situation, it becomes madd al-tabi'i.

Sad (o) is recited by a duration of one vowel count as “saa”.

LET’S EXPLAIN AND PRACTICE
Jo Gk J6

Explain the examples of madd al-tabi'i in the manner of the aforementioned
example, and recite the words according to the rules of tajweed.
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3.2. Madd al-Muttasil

If the letter of madd is followed by a hamza, and hamza and the letter of

madd are in the same word, it becomes madd al-muttasil.

In madd al-muttasil,
Prolonging duration of madd al-muttasil is four vowel counts. In speed hamza is generally

recitation, it must be prolonged at least two vowel counts. Prolonging of madd written as short

al-muttasil is compulsory. hamza (; .z).
For example, consider \=. In this example,
o Alif (1) is the letter of madd.

« Alif is followed by hamza (=), a reason for madd, and alif and the reason of

madd are parts of the same word.
o In this situation, madd al-muttasil occurs.

o The letter of jim ( C) is recited by prolonging four vowel counts as “jaaaa”

LET’S EXPLAIN AND PRACTICE

T =
sl Al (Sl
/’

Explain these examples of madd al-muttasil in the manner of the aforementioned
example, and recite the words according to the rules of tajweed.

3.3. Madd al-Munfasil

If the letter of madd is followed by hamza, and hamza and the letter of madd
are in different words, it becomes madd al-munfasil. In other words, if there is

In madd al-muttasil,
hamza is generally

a letter of madd at the end of a word, and the first letter of the following word

is hamza, it becomes madd al-munfasil. written as long

The duration of prolonging in madd al-munfasil is four vowel counts. In hamza (i11).

speed recitation, it must be prolonged at least for one vowel count. Prolonging

of madd al-munfasil is permissible.
For example, consider L’@iﬂ G In this example,
« Alif (1) in the end of the word G is the letter of madd.

o The first letter of the word is hamza (1), and the letter of madd and the
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reason of madd or hamza are in different words.

Find the examples o In this situation, madd al-munfasil occurs.

of madd al-muttasil
and madd al- o The letter of ya ((g) is recited by prolonging four vowel counts as “yaaaa”

munfasil on the
second page of LET’S EXPLAIN AND PRACTICE

Surah al-Bagarah
(2).

y -~ ~ 3 /\ = Ay -
M Moy gl el JplGs
) -

Explain the examples of madd al-munfasil in the manner of the aforementioned
example, and recite the words according to the rules of tajweed.

3.4. Madd al-Aridh

If sukoon al-aridh (temporary sukoon) follows a letter of madd, it becomes
madd al-aridh. Madd al-aridh prolongs the letter for four vowel counts. In
speed recitation, it must be prolonged at least one vowel count. Prolonging of

madd al-aridh is permissible.

For example, consider

\ ° - _ 3
S0 Skasall Gl Sl
. In this example,
o The letter ya ((g) in the word ZL\%JJZJ/\ is the letter of madd.

» When stopped at the end of the word, a temporary sukoon (sukoon al-
aridh) appears on the word (0) nun (w.‘l...’»,éf\)

o In this situation, because temporary sukoon follows the letter of madd,

madd al-aridh appears.

o The letter of la (J) is recited by prolonging for four vowel counts as
“liiiin”
If the reciter does not stop on the word and continues to recite, the end of the

word is recited with a vowel as $,J.s ,i.ﬂ and then the letter “lam” is prolonged
A

only one vowel count and the recitation continues with the word e.
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B 8 50 & Oyalis B Sl o5

Explain the examples of madd al-aridh in the manner of the aforementioned
example, and recite the words according to the rules of tajweed.

3.5. Madd al-Lazim

If sukoon al-lazim follows the letter of madd, the it becomes madd al-lazim.
In other words, if a letter of madd is followed by a letter with jazm or shaddah,
madd al-lazim takes place. Madd al-lazim is lengthened for four vowel counts.

In speed recitation, it must be prolonged at least for three vowel counts.
Example 1: Consider ;njl:a_i\ ‘93 In this example,
« Alif (1) after the letter dad (_») is the letter of madd.

o There is a mushaddad lam (:j = Q ‘j), and sukoon on the letters with shaddah

is sukoon al-lazim.

« In this case, because sukoon al-lazim follows the letter of madd, it becomes

a madd al-lazim.

o The letter dad (_») is recited by prolonging for four vowel counts as

“daaal”

Example (2): Consider ;. The expanded form of this word, which is one of
the letters of mugqatta'ah, is u\.‘\T G

o The letter ya () in the word u‘-§ is a letter of madd.

« There is a nun with jazm (&) coming after the letter of madd, and sukoon of

letters with jazm is sukoon al-lazim.

« In this situation, because the letter of madd is followed by sukoon al-lazim,

madd al-lazim appears.

« The letter of sin (_,») is recited by prolonging four vowel counts as “siiiin”.
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LET’S EXPLAIN AND PRACTICE

P

o B
Explain these examples of madd al-lazim in the manner of the aforementioned
examples, and recite the words according to the rules of tajweed.

3.6. Madd al-Leen

If a sukoon comes after one of the leen letters, madd al-leen occurs.

LET’S NOTE

When the letter waw (3_/) and the letter ya (.;;) with a sukoon come after a letter
with a fathah, they become leen letters. For instance, the letter waw in the word

?}/’ and the letter ya in the word j,..;- are leen letters.

°
3

Sukoon of the madd al-leen can be both lazim or aridh. In the Noble Qur’an,
it appears as a sukoon al-lazim only in two places. One of them is at the
beginning of Surah al-Maryam (19), L,Z.i}'@f , and another one is the verse
=& at the beginning of Surah al-Shura (42). Sukoon in the letter (i=£,§.6) in
this verse is a sukoon al-lazim. *> All the remainder of the sukoons of the madd
al-leen that appear in the Qur’an are aridhi.

Madd al-leen causes the letter leen to be prolonged for three vowel counts,’
and this prolonging takes place in the leen letter rather than the vowel preceding

it. For example, in the word “ ;&” the letter ya is extended for three vowel

counts and is read as “ayyyn”.

The lesser measure of prolonging in speed recitation depends on the type
of sukoon that comes after the letter of leen. If a lazimi sukoon comes after the
letter of leen, it is prolonged for at least two vowel counts, whereas if an sukoon

al-aridh follows, then it can be just one vowel count.

5 Ismail Karagam, Kuran-1 Kerin'in Faziletleri ve Okunma Kaideleri, p. 309.
¢ Abdurrahman Cetin, Kuran Okuma Esaslari, p. 219.
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For example, consider (33> ‘.. In this example,
» Waw () is the leen letter.

« If we stop at the end of the word 33>, an aridhi sukoon appears on the
letter of fa ().

o The letter waw () is recited as “hawwwf” with three vowel counts.

LET’S EXPLAIN AND PRACTICE
will jas e Blly 85

Explain the examples of madd al-leen in the manner of the aforementioned
example, and recite the words according to the rules of tajweed.

Find examples of
the madd al-leens
in Surah al-Quraysh

(106) and read them
according to the
rules of tajweed.
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LET’S EVALUATE THE CHAPTER

A. Choose the correct answers to the following multiple-choice questions.

I. Which is one of the conditions for the letters waw, ya and dlif to be a
letter of madd?

A) These letters should have a jazm
B) These letters should be in the state of sakin
C) These letters should have a harakah

D) The letters coming before these letters should have a jazm

E) A hamza (s) should come after these letters

2. Which tajweed rule takes place if a hamza () comes after a letter of

madd and the hamza (<) and the letter of madd are part of the same word?

A) Madd al-tabi'i B) Madd al-muttasil C) Madd al-munfasil
D) Madd al-leen E) Madd al-aridh

3. Which tajweed rules exist in the phraseg;:j}’aaﬁ !
\

A) Madd al-munfasil and madd al-tabi'i
B) Madd al-leen and madd al-tabi'i

C) Madd al-muttasil and madd al-tabi'i
D) Madd al-lazim and madd al-tabi'i

E) Madd al-aridh and madd al-leen

4. Which term is used for a sukoon that normally does not exist on a letter
but appears when it is stopped on?

A) Sakin letter

B) Sukoon al-lazim

C) Sukoon al-aridh

D) Permanent Sukoon

E) Lasting Sukoon
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5. Which term is used for the letters waw and ya with jazm that comes after
a letter with the vowel fathah?

A) Sukoon al-lazim

B) Sukoon al-aridh

C) Madd al-lazim

D) Harf al-leen

E) Madd al-leen

6. Which madd exists in the phrase 33 A o‘”.}.‘a :ﬂ]

A) Madd al-muttasil
B) Madd al-leen

C) Madd al-munfasil
D) Madd al-aridh

E) Madd al-lazim

7. The long mark of madd ( ) indicates which type of madd?

|. Madd al-tabii

Il. Madd al-muttasil
[ll. Madd al-munfasil
IV. Madd al-lazim

V. Madd al-aridh

VI. Madd al-leen

A) LI and I B) I, I, and IV C) I, 1l and IV
D) IV, V, and VI E) I, V, and VI

8. Which option is correct for the order of the types of madd that exist in

=7
the word 5\@»?
/3’

A) Madd al-muttasil and madd al-munfasil
B) Madd al-muttasil and madd al-tabi'i
C) Madd al-munfasil and madd al-muttasil
D) Both of them are madd al-munfasil

E) Both of them are madd al-muttasil
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9. Which example given below must be prolonged for four vowel counts in
normal recitation but for two vowel counts in fast recitation?

P Y . -
A) Sl L B) M A Ga C) il
D) g E) O

B. Write “T” for true and “F” for false for the following sentences.

I. (...) The sukoon that exists both when stopped or continued to recitation is
called sukoon al-aridh.

2. (...) Madd al-muttasil takes place if hamza comes after the letter of madd and
madd and hamza are the letters of two separate words.

3. (...) The discipline that deals with the rules of correct and beautiful recitation
of the Qur’an is called tajweed.

4. (...) If one continues recitation without stopping at a word where madd al-
aridh exists, it needs to be prolonged for four vowel counts.

5. (...) The first of two letters conjoined with a shaddah always comes with
jazm.

6. (...) Madd al-lazim is prolonged for four vowel counts in normal recitation and
one vowel count in fast recitation.

7.(...) There is a hidden waw or ya after the pronoun “s (hu)” recited in a
prolonged way.
8. (...) In madd al-leen, prolonging is done on the letter of leen.

9. (...) If aletter with shaddah comes after a letter of madd, it becomes a madd
al-aridh.

[0. (...) The command “recite the Qur’an with measured recitation” consists of
the recitation with the rules of tajweed as well.
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C. Identify the rules of tajweed for the underlined words below.

uj,suq.“ﬂ; V..@,J;« &M\ U"‘)"“ L\J..p M‘ L\f.p_ﬂ L:.)Jb\

b elBl 6 K e sl ‘_}.AS s ol 0 G v; e

d«pr&(ﬁo ‘dg}e_é\}gwdr’gg}?jwjﬁm@:dﬁ
11 10 8

uﬁ&df}w))uWu;W\wM)\‘uj»fyw

19 18 17 16 15 14 13

S8 L2 dily Ll i el bl o el 3 a ol

24 23 22 21 20

|. Madd al-Tabi'i












SURAHS THAT WILL BE READ FROM THE TEXT
OF THE QURAN

LET’S GET READY FOR THE CHAPTER

|. Search for information about the judgment and importance of reciting Surah
Al-Fatiha in prayer.

2. Share your knowledge with your friends about the main issues included in Surah
al-Baqarah.

3. Tell your friends the story that gives its name to Surah al-Baqarah.

4. Read the English translations of the verses that you will recite in this chapter.

LET’S COMPETE

Form groups in class and find the rules of tajweed from the verses you recited. The
group that finds the most rules of tajweed is the winner of the competition.

LET’S LISTEN TO EACH OTHER

Listen to your friend carefully when s/he reads from the text of the Qur'an. Take
notes about the faults s/he makes in recitation and tajweed. Discuss these faults after
your friend finishes reciting.

LET’S HELP EACH OTHER IMPROVE

Form groups in your class. Recite the part that is going to be read in this chapter to
your group members. Find each other’s mistakes, correct them, and hence help each
other improve your recitation of the Qur’an.

85
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LET’S IMPROVE OURSELVES

Recite each one of the parts that is going to be read in this chapter at least ten times.
Determine the duration of your first and last reading with a chronometer and record
them onto a table. Observe the improvement in your recitation speed.

LET’S FIND THE RULES OF TAJWEED

Listen to a recitation of Surah al-Fatiha by your teacher or via an electronic player.
After mentioning the rules of fajweed, recite them correctly according to the
articulation points (makharij) of the letters and tajweed rules.

CHORUS WORK

After listening to your teacher’s recitation, repeat in chorus every part that you will
recite in the following lesson.

IT’S MY TURN

Recite every verse in the part that you will recite according to the order indicated by
your teacher.

Listen to a recitation
by your teacher or

from an electronic LET’S EXPLAIN AND PRACTICE

player of every part

that you will recite. Listen to a recitation by your teacher or from an electronic player of every part that
Underline with a

pencil the rules
that you find when
listening.

you will recite. After explaining the rules of tajweed which exist in that part, recite
the part correctly by paying attention to the articulation points of the letters and the
rules of tajweed.
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THE VERSES AND SURAHS TO BE MEMORIZED
AND THEIR MEANINGS

LET’S GET READY FOR THE CHAPTER

|. Research the virtues of reciting Ayat al-Kursi and the Surah al-lkhlas (I12), al-
Falag (I 13) and al-Nas (| 14), and write down your findings.

2. Analyze an English translation of the Noble Qur’an, choose a topic from the
index, and write down three verses about this topic.

3. Which issue is emphasized in the following verse? “And We did not send any
messenger except [speaking] in the language of his people to state clearly
for them....” (Ibrahim, 14: 4). Research this verse in the books of Qur’anic
exegesis.

1. The Aim of Reciting the Qur’an by Understanding It

Allah the Exalted gave every one of His creation various abilities and created
them with the best skills and capacities that they need. Unlike other creatures,
human beings were given different responsibilities by Allah the Almighty.
He gave human beings reason, which is one of the most important means to
distinguish right from wrong in order to fulfill these responsibilities. Moreover,
He showed them the straight path through revelation and prophets to help
them choose right acts and behaviors.

Human beings, who need the guidance of their Creator all the time, are
supported and guided by Allah’s revelation that was sent to all the prophets
from Adam to Prophet Muhammad. Finally, the Qurian was sent to complete
the chain of revelation and to respond to the needs of all human beings until
the Last Day. The verse “O mankind, there has to come to you instruction

from your Lord and healing for what is in the breasts and guidance and

139

What would you
do if you received
a letter written in a
foreign language?

Compare this
occurrence with the
revelation of the
Qur’an and discuss it
with your friends.
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mercy for the believers.”' This verse explains the reason why the Qur'an
has been revealed. The Qur’an itself teaches human beings the ways to know
their Creator, to be righteous servants of Him, and to show gratitude for
the blessings bestowed upon them by their Creator. The Holy Quran gives
information about the universe and the beings in the universe and explains
the responsibilities of people to their parents, relatives, spouses and children.
It establishes universal principles related to morality and social life. It gives
detailed information about the Day of Judgment, the hereafter and other
matters that are beyond human perception.

The Qur’an is a reminder that presents all warnings and lessons that can be
derived from the history of humanity. The themes that the Quran deals with
and the judgments that the Qurian brought provide for all people’s material
and moral needs. The Qur’an is a divine guide that was sent by Allah to His
servants as a sign of His endless compassion and mercy. It is also the guide

What is the for believers in every aspect of life and in every issue needed to be known by
importance of
reciting the Quran

by understanding To benefit from the guidance of this holy book, people need to understand the

human beings, such as Allah, the universe, humanity and morality.

its meaning?
Brainstorm
and write your “[This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [0 Muhammad],

content of the text that they read and the path shown by the Qurian. The verse,

conclusions on the that they might reflect upon its verses and that those of understanding

board. . » . S
= would be reminded.”” emphasizes that the Qur’an is a book that was sent to

be understood.

According to the information provided to us by the Quran, Allah gave right
knowledge to human beings through revelation. He also gave human beings the
five senses to perceive the universe and equipped them with reason to enable
them to think and evaluate what they perceive and to reach true belief. Allah
the Almighty informed human beings that a person can become beneficial to
himself/herself, his/her family, the society in which s/he lives, and the whole
of humanity only if s/he relies on this knowledge and belief.

By means of the themes it deals with and the rulings it has brought, the
Quran aims to realize the following three goals:

1. Correct knowledge
2. Correct belief

3. Appropriate behavior

! Yunus, 10:57
2 Sad, 38:29
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1.1. True Knowledge

The realities attained by learning, searching, and observing are called knowl-
edge.’ People shape their thoughts, decisions, behaviors and lives with the
knowledge they have. Therefore, correct thoughts, decisions, beliefs and be-

haviors must be based on correct knowledge.

Correct knowledge is an indispensable guide that leads human reason to
reach the right results. Human reason can only find the truth if it depends on
a healthy and reliable basis. Guiding people to true knowledge and warning

them about false beliefs and behaviors is one of the basic aims of the Qur’an.

According to the Qur’an, revelation (wahy), reason (aql), and the senses are
the main sources of true knowledge.* The Qur’an itself teaches human beings
the ways to know their Creator, to be righteous servants of Him, and to show
gratitude for the blessings bestowed upon them by their Creator. The Holy
Qur’an gives information about the universe and the beings in the universe
and explains the responsibilities of people to their parents, relatives, spouses
and children. It establishes universal principles related to morality and social
life. It gives detailed information about the Day of Judgment, the hereafter and

other matters that are beyond human perception.

Although the Qur’an provides information about this world and the hereafter,
it is not a book that presents all the information in the details that people
need. The Quran establishes basic and general principles, draws attention to
important issues, and gives examples. After it gives the necessary information

for reason to be implemented, it asks human beings to use their reason.

LET’S INTERPRET

“And do not pursue that of which you have no knowledge. Indeed, the hearing,
the sight and the heart — about all those [one] will be questioned.”

Isra, 17: 36

Interpret this verse with regard to the importance of true knowledge and the
role of reason and senses in reaching true knowledge.

* Tirk Dil Kurumu, Tiirkge Sozliik, p. 294.
* Mulk, 67: 10 and 22; Baqarah 2: 171; Araf, 7:179.
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According to the Qur’an, reason and the senses that act in accordance with the
way shown by revelation are also the sources of true knowledge, because reason
is the precondition for thinking, observation, and perception in reaching the
correct results. Many verses in the Qurian draw attention to the importance of
using reason in a correct way and mention that people who use their reason
can benefit from the examples given by the Qurian.” The Qur'an emphasizes
that those who know are not equal to those who do not.® Moreover, it is stated
in the Quran that “...Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who

have knowledge....”” clearly expresses this reality.

The Quran is a book that has been revealed to give admonition to
humankind, it is stated in the Qur’an as follows: “And We have indeed made
the Qur'an easy to understand and remember: then is there any that will
receive admonition?”® The only thing that needs to be done by those who
want to reach true knowledge in the guidance of the Qur’an is to exert effort to
understand the Quran, which is a whole with its wording and meaning, and
learning the divine principles, advice, commands, and prohibitions provided
by it.

1.2. True Belief

Belief means sincerely internalizing a thought or an idea, not having any
doubt about its reliability, and having faith. The basic aim of the Qur’an is
to convey true knowledge and messages to people and help them find true
belief.

According to the Quran, the basics of the divine religions have not been
changed from the first prophet Adam to the last Prophet Muhammad (saw).
The belief of Tawhid constitutes the essential principles of all beliefs delivered
by all prophets. The verse “And We sent not before you any messenger except
»9

that We revealed to him that, “There is no god except Me, so worship Me:

expresses this reality.

Tawhid means accepting Allah as the only Creator, and not associating any
partners to Him. The Qur'an wants to unite individuals and society around

this belief. In many verses, it asks people to observe the perfect order and

° Baqarah, 2:164; Araf, 7:179; Rad, 13:19; Ankabut, 29:43.
¢ Zumar, 39:9.

7 Fatir 35:28.

8 Qamar, 54:17.

° Anbiya, 21:25.
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operation existing in the universe. Based on this observed perfect order and
running in the universe, it calls people to understand the fact that Allah is the
One who creates and manages all of these things.

The Qur’an presents the history of humanity as the scene of a struggle of true
and false beliefs. Through parables of previous nations, it not only narrates the
Prophets’ struggle about true beliefs, but also gives examples of people’s false
beliefs, mistakes, and heresy. The struggle of Prophet Ibrahim with Nimrod
and the struggle of Prophet Musa (Moses) with Pharaoh are some of the best
examples given by the Qur’an in this respect.

While the Qurian gives messages of tawhid through such parables, it also
provides statements about the oneness and unity of Allah in Surah al-Ikhlas
(112) with clear expressions. This surah teaches us how correct belief in Allah
should be. Verse 255 of Surah al-Baqarah (2) and verses 22-24 of Surah al-
Hashr (59) inform us about the beautiful names of Allah and His attributes in
a very clear way.

The Holy Qur’an puts the belief of tawhid at the center. Other basics of beliefs
should be evaluated around this belief. When we internalize the basics stated
in the verses of the Qurian and in the supplication of Amantu, we will reach
the true belief. To be able to do that, we have to read, understand and take

lessons from the examples given to us by the Qur’an.

1.3. Appropriate Behavior

One of the main aims of the Qur’an is to direct people to right behavior. All
deeds done for the sake of Allah and for people’s benefit, for the benefit of their
family and society, are described as “good deeds (amal salih)” Behavior such
as fulfilling the commands of Allah, avoiding His prohibitions, showing com-
passion and mercy to creation, helping the needy, acquiring knowledge and
teaching it, working for the goodness of humanity, and having good morals
are all various reflections of strong belief in heart.

The expression of kalimah al-tawhid, which is the best statement to
summarize true belief, is like a nice tree with strong roots and long branches
reaching to the sky that gives fruits all the time with Allah’s permission." In
this example, the belief of tawhid represents the strong roots of the tree, acts of
worship represent its branches, and good behavior and morality represent its
fruits. This verse reminds us that worship and good morality should be based

10 Tbrahim, 14: 24.

Find examples

of the prophets’
common beliefs
and behavior that

they demonstrated
to individuals and
societies throughout
history.

LET’S FIND
oM

Find some principles
about appropriate

behavior after

reading verses 13-19
of Surah Lugman
(31).
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on strong and true belief. Mentioning faith and righteous deeds together in the
Qurian'!, Allah the Almighty emphasizes the close connection between true
belief and appropriate behavior.

In verses 1-20 of Baqarah, it is revealed that people are divided into three
groups regarding their beliefs and how the belief in their hearts affects their
behavior. The first five verses of that section deal with the believers. Itis reported
that the belief turns believers into persons who are at peace with Allah, the
universe, and themselves and enables them to reach happiness both in this
world and in the hereafter. The remainder of the verses in that section deal
with the characteristics of unbelievers and hypocrites, how false and wrong
belief affect human psychology, and how false and wrong belief are reflected

in their behavior.

The Quran provides us with information about many issues such as Allah, the
hereafter, the universe and relations between people. People are asked to reach
true belief through the guidance of their reason and senses. They are advised
to live a life by changing these true beliefs into appropriate behavior and to
gain Allah’s pleasure, being beneficial to humanity and other creatures.

It is not possible to benefit from the Qurians advice and guidance without
understanding the divine messages that Allah the Exalted informed us in the
Qur’an. To fulfill the aim of the Qur’an, it is not enough for us to read its words;
rather, we also need to understand its meaning. To achieve that, we either need
to learn the language of the Qurian-that is, Arabic-or study its translations

and exegesis in vernacular languages.

2. Surah al-Fatiha and its Meaning

! see Baqarah, 2:25; Ra'd, 13:29; Asr, 103:3.
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LET’S
PRACTICE IN

(;-9-33\ o5 A (,.w
PN s e o s Lls'Fen.to the
UJJJ\ j.a d.l.a @}Jj‘ J'“ ,«‘,lg H =) 4 J || recitation of Surah

al-Fatiha (1) a
few times by your

‘l’f”é s ‘ ‘b}’:”-H L’M‘ u‘*’“‘*’ JL"/ J‘i{’ 36/ teacher or via an

_ electronic player
P T 2o 8 I and then repeat each
u‘-?LVQ“ j ("’6"1'9 UWM 4'3'9 ﬂ' é — ‘ '\L“ verse in chorus.

The Meaning of Surah al-Fatiha

1. In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
2. All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds,

3. The Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate,

4. The Master of the Day of Judgment.

5. You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for help.

6. Guide us to the straight path,

7. The path of those whom You have blessed, not of those who earned Your

anger, nor of those who went astray.

LET’S FIND SOME PRINCIPLES

Think about the meaning of Surah al-Fatiha (1), and find some principles.

[. Allah has endless mercy.

3. Surah al-Fil (105) and its Meaning
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MY METHOD OF
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LET’S

What is the message
Allah gives us in
Surah al-Fil (105)?
Discuss this message
with your friends.

The Meaning of Surah al-Fil

Y
WlTHéllEJ]i' Srﬂ_\'i&ﬂé 1. Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the owner of elephant?

) 2. Did He not utterly confound their artful planning?
Before you

memorize Surah al- 3. And He sent against them swarms of birds,
Quraysh (106), recite
it to your teacher 4. Which smote them with stones of baked clay.
without making any
mistakes. 5. And made them like green crops devoured (by cattle).

4. Surah al-Quraysh (106) and its Meaning

In Surah al-Quraysh _

(106), people are
reminded of the
blessings that they ‘%’ r—~>‘ Jj‘ J)\ 4&)\ r.....:
have and are asked y

to serve Allah to g.)) \jwwﬂj 9[.':,.‘::'..“ 4.L>-) V.@A_b‘u.wjﬁ k-ﬁjuy

show their respect
and gratitude.

Brainstorm about d/j} uﬁ Wb E;.?- U‘A M‘ L;JJ\ g,.li.“ UJB

the blessings that

we have and how to
show our gratitude
for these blessings.
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The Meaning of Surah al-Quraysh (106)
1. Since the Quraysh became accustomed,
2. Accustomed to the journey of winter and summer. PRACTICE IN

3. So let them worship the Lord of this House,

Listen to the
recitation of Surah
al-Maun (1) a

4. Who fed them against hunger and secured them from fear.

few times by your
teacher or via an

5. Surah al-Maun (107) and its Meaning electronic player

and then repeat each

verse in chorus.
& V“’JJ‘ w"ﬂ‘ Al oy
Y5 VMJ‘ C.b L5.x.5\ JJ.U UA.UL, LY 6.0\ - jj
oj.sLo.S\ % \ji(udJJ‘uyaL; (,.@.DLa

Two types of people’s
main features are

mentioned in Surah
al-Maun. What are

1. Have you not seen the one who denies the day of Religion (Judgment these features?
Day)?

The Meaning of Surah al-Maun

Explain them.

2. That is the one who repulses the orphan,

3. And does not encourage the feeding of the needy.
4. So woe to those who perform prayers,

5. Who are heedless of their prayers,

6. To those who make display of their deeds,

7. And refuse charity.
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6. Surah al-Kawthar (108) and its Meaning

R M A
Listen to your

teacher recite Surah
al-Kawthar (108) a y ST
few times. Underline % ('“’JJ ‘ LJ“;?~ J) \ 5’“‘

the parts of your

#

G\l
=

re‘citationt‘hatdiffe’r ;.. ‘5“ }Adlb\.«o d‘ J“J g_l.: ) J‘*ﬁ 3—43\ /l\ ] 0%

from your teacher’s
recitation, and then
try to recite correctly
like your teacher.

The Meaning of Surah al-Kawthar (108)

1. (O Muhammad) Behold, We have bestowed upon you Kawthar [good in

abundance].

2. Hence, pray unto thy Sustainer [alone], and sacrifice [unto Him alone].

What can be the
abundant good
given to the Prophet
Muhammad that is
stated in Surah al-
Kawthar? Discuss

this question with
your friends.

%ra)‘ ”;5‘59\

3. Surely, it is your insulter who is cut off.

7. Surah al-Kafirun (109) and its Meaning

L
Recite the verses of L@, 4 . = 2 A3 P
Surah al-Kafirun @ "’\""" G dﬁ‘)"‘p \"‘"\ \!,9 J""" L J"’L“ Gl 9 () J‘-‘-"‘
(109) in the order s

indicated by your R s
teacher. While you S U" L;J "" - "j "!

recite, pay special
attention to the rules
of tajweed related to
madd.
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The Meaning of Surah al-Kafirun (109)
1. Say: “O you who deny the truth!
2.1 do not worship what you worship,
3. And neither do you worship that which I worship!
4. And I will not worship that which you have [ever] worshipped,
5. And neither will you [ever] worship that which I worship.

6. To you is your religion, and to me is my religion!’

8. Surah al-Nasr (110) and its Meaning

B g3l A5 Bl oy
G o s Byl lg ) u)jé:mjm\;.:a:;t}m
72 6igs S5 & z,&mbq,,mcwguy\

The Meaning of Surah al-Nasr (110)
1. When comes the help of God, and victory,
2. And you see the people entering the religion of Allah in crowds,

3. Then proclaim praise of your Lord, and seek forgiveness. Verily, He is the
One Who accepts the repentance and forgives.

149

Identify the main

idea of Surah
al-Kafirun (109).

LET’S
PRACTICE IN

Listen to the
recitation of Surah
al-Nasr (110) a

few times by your
teacher or via an
electronic player
and then repeat each
verse in chorus.

What messages are

given in Surah al-
Nasr (110)?

Explain.
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9. Surah al-Lahab (111) and its Meaning
LET’S PAY ATTENTION

TO THE RULES OF
e _
Pay attention to
the rules of tajweed
while you listen to
your teacher recite % ('“"' J‘j Ve J) \ 5’“‘
Surah al-Lahab

(111) (also known 7o S ~ 4 he =z = w - 2 U
as Surah al-Masad). L‘ du LA &-A'GJ d‘ ‘Ju
Underline the rules /
you find and try LA.).:?- ‘;9 g_,..]a.>=“ 7 \/ K.A-G-’ s \)L: J*é'*"
to recite the surah ) o) N2
correctly.

-
Z®3 - a/
"“)"‘“"“g_)"g 3

S22 Z

CB)

After you read about
the reasons for the The Meaning of Surah al-Lahab (111)

punishments of Abu
Lahab and his wife 1. Perish the hands of Abu Lahab, and perish he!
in a tafsir book, talk
with your friends
about the messages
given in this surah.

2. His wealth did not avail him, neither what he has earned.

3. He will be burnt in a Fire of blazing flames!

4. Along with his wife, the carrier of the firewood,

5. [who bears] around her neck a rope of twisted strands!

10. Surah al-lkhlas (112) and its Meaning

‘*ﬁ?‘g‘éﬁ\ﬁﬂp—:ﬁ
29305 ¢ &HM‘:&‘ Sl i 5a Jb
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The Meaning of Surah al-Ikhlas LET’S RECITE
' oldll
1. Say: “He is Allah, the One and Unique!

Listen to the
recitation of Surah
al-Ikhlas by your

2. Allah, Who is in need of none and of Whom all are in need;

3. He begets not, nor is He begotten. teachier or ia an
electronic player.

4. And none is like Him (there is none equal or comparable to Him). Then memorize it
and recite it together

from memory.

LET’S FIND SOME PRINCIPLES

Find some principles about the oneness in Islam from Surah al-lkhlas.

INFORMATION
BOX

The Prophet (saw)
said:

“By Him in Whose
Hand my soul is,
Surah al-Ikhlas is
equal to one-third
of the Qur’an.”

|. There is no god but Allah.

Bukhari, Fadail al-
Quran, 13

11. Surah al-Falaq (113) and its Meaning

@ g3l sl A

Y ¥ Y
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¥
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The Meaning of Surah al-Falaq (113)

LET’S LISTEN
TO EACH

1. Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of the Daybreak,

Before you recite 2. From the evil of what He has created,
Surah al-Falaq

(113) to your 3. And from the evil of darkness when it gathers,
teacher, recite it
to a classmate.
While reciting, pay
attention to the end
of the verses and
tajweed rules.

4. And from the evil of those who blow on knots,

5. And from the evil of an envier when he envies.

12. Surah al-Nas (114) and its Meaning

Discuss the positive

effects of.seeking @ V_.;- Jj‘ J.“ aUd\ ('.m.:

refuge in Allah

from evil on human

psychology. on U"" U»U‘ 4.“ Q»U‘ g_,un UAU\ C/)}i }bj.c\ J.e

& (& wU‘ IS < P @J* U»Lod! o g ol

gl Mn

LET’S PAY ATTENTION TO ARTICULATION POINTS (MAKHRA))

Pay attention to articulation points of letters and the letters of nun with shaddah
while listening to the recitation of Surah al-Nas by your teacher or via an electronic
player. Share the points that attract your attention with your friends.

The Meaning of Surah al-Nas

1. Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind,
2. The King of mankind,

3. The God of mankind,
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DID YOU

4. From the evil of the sneaking whisperer,
5. Who whispers in the hearts of mankind,

6. From among the jinn and mankind.

13. Ayat al-Kursi (The Throne Verse) and its Meaning

‘ﬁvﬁ‘d}?‘ﬁ"
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The Meaning of Ayat al-Kursi (the Throne Verse)

Allah: the Everlasting, the Sustainer of the whole Universe; there is no god
but He. He does neither slumber nor sleep.

To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on earth. Who is

he that can intercede with Him except by His Permission?

He knows what lies before them and what is after them, and they cannot

comprehend anything out of His knowledge except what He pleases.

His Throne (sovereignty) comprises the heavens and earth; the preserving of

them does not oppress Him.

He is the Most High, the Most Glorious. (Baqarah, 2: 255)

Did you know

that Surah al-

Falaq and Surah
al-Nas are named
“Muawwidhatayn’,
meaning “two verses
of refuge’, because
they are about
seeking refuge in
Allah from evils?

Divide Ayat al-Kursi
into parts from the

stop signs. Have
each student read a
part from memory.
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INFORMATION BOX

Our Beloved Prophet asked one of the companions who has memorized the
Qur’an and recited it well, Ubayy b. Qa’b, such a question:

“O Abu al-Mundhir, do you know which verse you memorized from the Book of
Allah is the greatest?”

Ubayy said: “Allahu la ilaha huwal-Hayyul-Qayyum." (Ayat al-Kursi)

The Prophet put his hand on the center of Ubayy’s chest to show his contentment
to this answer and said,

“Congratulations on your knowledge, O Abu’l-Mundhir.”

Muslim, Musafirin, 258

LET’S FIND SOME PRINCIPLES

Find some principles from Ayat al-Kursi about the relationship between Allah
and the universe and between Allah and human beings.

I. Allah knows His servants’ whole past and future.

14. Surah al-Baqarah (2: 1-5) and its Meaning
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LET’S RECITE AN ASHR

Recite the first five verses of Surah al-Bagarah by heart in the presence of your
friends in accordance with the rules of tajweed.

The Meaning of Verses 1-5 of Surah al-Baqarah
1. Alif, Lam, Meem.

2. This is the Book about which there is no doubt, which is a guidance for
those conscious of Allah,

3. Who believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and spend out of what We
have provided for them,

4. And who believe in what has been revealed to you, (O Muhammad), and

what was revealed before you, and of the Hereafter they are certain (in faith).

5. Those are upon (right) guidance from their Lord, and it is those who are

the successful.

LET’S FIND SOME PRINCIPLES

Find some principles about human beings from the first five verses of Surah
al-Baqgarah.

I. The Qur’an shows human beings the straight path.

PP
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15. Surah al-Baqarah (2:285-286) and its Meaning
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LET’S COMPETE

Organize a “Competition of the Best Recitation of the Noble Qur’an” in your
class. Designate jury members and competitors among your classmates. Determine
the best reciter of the Ashr Amanar-Rasul based on the scores determined for the
competitions of the recitation of the Noble Qur’an in the fields of recitation, rules
of tajweed and musical modes (Base Point: 60; Recitation by Heart: 10 points;
Tajweed: 10 points; Magam: 10 points; Beauty of Voice: 10 points).

Meaning of Verses 285-286 of Surah al-Baqarah

285. The Messenger has believed in the Guidance that has been sent down
to him from his Lord, and those who believe in the Messenger have also
sincerely accepted the same. They all believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books
and His Messengers. And they say, “We do not discriminate against any of His
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Messengers. We have heard the Message and submitted to it. Our Lord, we

look up to You for forgiveness, for to You we shall all return” Memorize the
meanings of prayers
286. Allah does not burden any human being with a responsibility heavier in the last verse of
than he or she can bear. Everyone will enjoy the fruit of the good that one has Surah al-Baqarah
and pray together
earned and shall suffer for the evil that one has committed. Al

Our Lord! Take us not to task if we forget and lapse into error

inadvertently.

Our Lord! Lay not on us the kind of burdens that You had lain on the people
before us.

Our Lord! Lay not on us the kind of burden that we have not the strength

to bear.
Be kind to us, forgive us, and show mercy to us.

You are our Protector: help us against the disbelievers.

16. Surah al-Hashr (59: 21-24) and its Meaning
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Meaning of Verses 21-24 of Surah al-Hashr

21. If We had sent down this Quran upon a mountain, you would have seen
it humbled, split asunder out of the fear of Allah. And these examples—We
present to the people that perhaps they will give thought.

22. He is Allah: there is no god but He; the Knower of the unseen and the

manifest, He is the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate.

23. He is Allah: there is no god but He: the King, the Holy, the All-Peace, the
Giver of security, the Overseer, the Most Mighty, the Overpowering, the All-
Great. Exalted be He from whatever they associate with Him.

24. He is Allah, the Planner, Executer, and Fashioner of creation. His are
the names most beautiful. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth extols His
Glory. He is the Most Mighty, the Most Wise.

LET’S CORRELATE

- The One who has given form to all beings in the universe (Musawwir) is Allah.
- The One who has given us the sense of trust/security (Mu’min) is Allah.

As in these examples, state the relationship between the beautiful names of Allah
mentioned in verses 22-24 of Surah al-Hashr (59) and human beings, life and the
universe.
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A. Mark the options suitable for you with a check mark (V) on the following

evaluation table.

SURAHS OR VERSES
THAT | HAVE
MEMORIZED

Fatiha

Kawthar

Ikhlas

Ayat al-Kursi

| do not get
confused while
reciting it from

| do not make
mistakes about

| pronounce
the letters
correctly from

| follow the rules

. / . of tajweed.
harakah. their articulation J
memory. .

points.
o) o o o
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Baqarah (1-5)

Bagarah (285-286)

Surah al-Hashr
(21-24)
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B. Choose the correct answers to the following multiple-choice questions.

I Which option is not one of the basic purposes of the Qur’an?

A) To give people information about Allah, the universe and creation.
B) To give people historical information.

C) To help people find true belief.

D) To direct people to behave in the right way.

E) To keep people away from false beliefs and behaviors.

2. Which option is not one of the methods followed by the Qur’an to provide
true information, true belief and true behavior?

A) It gives people examples from true beliefs and behaviors.

B) It forces people to accept the true belief.

Q) It gives information about the sad ends of those who follow the wrong
path.

D) It provides guidance to human mind and will.

E) It speaks about people with true behavior and true belief.

3. Which surah reminds us of the blessings of Allah and emphasizes the
importance of worshipping Him?

A) Ma’un B) Kawthar C) Nasr
D) Quraysh E) Fatiha

4. Which topic is mentioned in Surah al-Ma’un?

A) The existence of Allah and His Oneness

B) The necessity to stay away from showing off in the acts of worship
C) How to fulfill the act of sacrifice

D) The importance of doing good deeds

E) Praying only to Allah
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5. Which statement cannot be found in the interpretation of Surah al-Lahab
(Masad)?

A) The richness of Abu Lahab did not give any benefit to him.
B) There is no need to struggle with those who harm people.
C) Oppressors will get the return for what they do.

D) Allah does not love those who do not believe and who oppress
believers.

E) There are people like Abu Lahab and his wife in all communities.

6. Which statement cannot be deduced from Surah al-Falag and al-Nas?

A) Allah is the One who protects and will protect from evil.
B) Going out at night is something undesirable.

C) Jealousy and grudge are evil behaviors.

D) Satan whispers into people’s hearts.

E) It is necessary to be careful against the traps of bad people and jinns.

7. Consider the following characteristics of believers:

|. They believe in the unseen.

ll. They perform their prayers.

[Il. They spend in the way of Allah.
IV. They observe trusts.

V. They believe in the Books.

VI. They believe in the Hereafter.
VII. They keep their promises.

Which characteristics of believers are not mentioned in the first five verses
of Surah al-Baqarah?

A) ll'and Il
B) lll and V
Q) IV and VI
D) V and VI
E) Vland VI
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8. Which statement cannot be deduced from Surah al-Nasr?

A) Success comes from Allah.

B) Allah accepts repentance.

C) Allah always helps believers.

D) Allah should be praised and glorified.
E) Islam will spread by itself.

C. Match the Arabic texts of the statements, prayers and verses given below with
their English translations.

And He sent against them
birds in flocks.
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Then exalt [Him] with
praise of your Lord and
ask forgiveness of Him.

And he does notencourage
the feeding of the poor.

Guide us to the straight
path.

So pray to your Lord and
sacrifice to Him.

For you is your religion,
and for me is my religion.

\*

There is nothing equivalent
to Him.

He knows what is
(presently) before them
and what will be after
them.

Our Lord, and burden us
not with that which we
have no ability to bear.

He is Allah, the Creator,
the Inventor, the Fashioner;
to Him belong the best
names.



Ababil

Adah

Adalah

Adhan
Ahadith

Ahd al-Atiq
Ahl al-Bayt

Ahl al-Kitab

GLOSSARY

: Tiny birds that are mentioned in the Quran in
Surah al-Fil. They attacked the army of Abraha, who
was leading an army led by an elephant to destroy
Ka'bah in the year 571 AD.

: Rules and customs passed down within a society;
tradition.

: Justice; being just; a narrator’s being religious and
obeying the divine commands and prohibitions;
paying attention to what is right and just.

: Call to prayer.

: The plural form of hadith; the sayings, acts, and
behavior of the Prophet Muhammad and the science
that examines these sayings; it is also used in English
as hadiths.

: Torah, Old Testament.

: The family of the Prophet Muhammad (saw)
including his daughter Fatima, son-in-law Ali, and
their children.

: People of the Book; any people who have been
given a divine book; Qur’an tends to use this term

particularly for Jews and Christians.

163
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Akhirah

Amal al-Salih
Amal

Amir al-Mu'min
Anbiya

Ansar

Arafat

Asabiyyah

Asbab al-Nuzul

Ashab

Ashab al-Kahf
Ashr

Asma al-Husna

Awqaf

Ayah
Ayyam al-Arab

Azali

Ba’s

: The life that comes after the end of the life in this
world and when the acts performed in this world

will be evaluated; the Hereafter.

: Sincere and modest actions; acceptable deeds

according to religion.

: Work, deed; everythingdone to fulfill the commands

and to avoid the prohibition of religion.

: Commander of the faithful.

: Prophets; the plural form of the word nabi.

: Medinan Muslim who helped Muslims who

migrated from Mecca.

: The name of the plain where wagfa is performed
about 25 kilometers (3 miles) to the southeast of

Mecca, outside the borders of the Haram.

: Bloodline, which was one of the most important

things between Arab families and tribes.

: The reasons for the revelation of the verses of the

Quran.

Companions; the plural form of the term

Sahabah.
: The companions of cave; seven sleepers.

: Portions selected from the Quran to be recited

after prayer or on special occasions.
: Most beautiful names of Allah.

: Plural form of wagf; Islamic religious foundations,

endowments.
: Each verse of the Qur’an; sign.

: A concept that describes the wars between Arab

tribes in the pre-Islamic period.

: One without beginning; pre-eternal.

: Resurrection.



Bab

Badawi
Balaghah

Ban-i Isra’il

Basmala

Batil

Bid’ah

Burhan

F
Fadail

Fajr

Fam-i Muhsin

Faqih

oLossary 165

: Chapter, section.

: The people who live in deserts and move from one

place to another.
: Eloquence; rhetoric.
: Children of Israel.

The short version of the sentence
“bismillahirrahmanirrahim,” meaning “In the name
of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful”; it is advised
by the Prophet Muhammad to say this sentence
when starting to do something such as wearing

shoes or starting to eat.

: Falsehood; all kinds of belief, opinion, sense,
behavior, and action that are not in accordance
with the religion that Allah proclaimed through
His messengers; void because of a deficiency in the
fundamental elements of an action.

: Innovation; heresy; different principles innovated
after the time of the Prophet Muhammad in the

religion of Islam.

: Evidence; proof; indisputable argument.

: The plural form of the word fadilah, meaning virtue;
the hadithsrelated to the virtuesand superiority of the
deeds. The high rank of the Prophet Muhammad in
the presence of Allah and his superior characteristics

compared with the other prophets.
: Dawn.

: An expert of the recitation of the Qur’an; literally,
“perfect mouth.”

: The one who deals with the science of figh and has
the ability to make religious judgments by deducing

them from sources such as the Quran and Sunnah.
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Fardh al-Ayn

Fardh al-Kifayah

Fardh

Fasahah
Fasid

Fatrat al-Wahy

Fatwa

Figh

Fitnah
Fitrah
Fitri

Furu

G-H

Gharib al-Quran

Ghayb
Ghunnah
Hadith

Hadr

: Obligatory acts that should be performed by each
and every mukallaf individually, such as praying and
fasting.

: Obligatory acts that are required by Muslim society

as a whole.

: Obligatory; an act that is established by a decisive
text whose meaning is decisive and not open to the

possibility of interpretation.
: Purity of speech; eloquence.

: Legal defectiveness of a contract because of the
deficienciesin qualities even though the fundamental

elements are complete.
: The period in which no revelation is received.

: Opinion on legal matter issued by a mulfti or sheikh
al-Islam related to a religious issue and the document
explaining that opinion.

: Knowledge of beneficial and harmful things in
one’s daily life; Islamic law; the science of Islamic

jurisprudence.

: Disorder; mischief.

: Human creation; innate nature.
: Something coming from birth.

: Branches; sections; details.

: Non-Arabic words in the Quran.
: Unseen, immaterial world.
: The sound coming from the nasal passage.

: The sayings, acts, and behavior of the Prophet
Muhammad and the science that examines these

sayings; singular form of ahadith.

: To be speedy and quick.



Hafiz

Hajar al-Aswad

Hajj

Halal

Hanif

Haqq

Haram
Hashiyah
Hatm
Hidayah
Hijaz
Hijrah
Hizb

Hurafah

Hushu'
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: Those who have completely memorized the
Quran.

: The black stone that is on in the Eastern corner of
the Ka’bah.

: Pilgrimage to Mecca performed in specific times
of the year and in due form; one of the five pillars

of Islam.

: Lawful; licit; something that is in accordance with
the rules of the religion of Islam; the antonym of
haram.

: The person who believed in Allah and refused
paganism among the Arabs before Prophet
Muhammad.

: (pl. huquq) Right, justice, what is required by
justice, a person’s share, property, possession;
the right, authority or responsibility of a person
recognized by law.

: Unlawful acts that are prohibited by Allah; illicit;
prohibited.

: A marginal note written about a manuscript by

another writer; footnote, gloss; commentary.
: Recitation of the entire Qur’an.
: Straight path; the true path; Islam.

: Northwest part of Arabian Peninsula that includes
the holy places as well.
: The migration of the Prophet Muhammad from

Mecca to Madinah in the year 622, which is accepted
as the beginning of the Muslim calendar.

: Every five pages of the Qur’an.

: Superstitions and the false belief entered into
religion.

: Modesty; obedience to the orders of Allah; the

state of heart being filled with fear and reverence of
Allah.
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Husn

I
Ibadah

Ibtida
Idgham
fjaz

[jma

Ijtihad

Ikhtilaf
Ilham

Ilmihal

Imalah

Imam

Imsaq

Igrar

: Beauty; goodness.

: Worship; the acts of worship performed to show

reverence to Allah.

: To begin; to start.

: To join one thing to another.

: Saying a great deal in a few words; miraculous.

Literally =~ means  collecting,  gathering;
terminologically, it means the consensus of the

Muslim scholars on a religious matter.

: All kinds of efforts to comprehend and implement
religion in daily life; to deduce the rulings that
Allah wants from us from the Quran and Sunnah
in accordance with His will/for His sake; the term
ijtihad is used to mean “all the endeavors of a judge
and a ruler to reach the correct judgment”; those

who are eligible to make ijtihad are called mujtahid.
: Differences of opinion; conflict; dispute.

: Thoughts and feelings related to spiritual world that
are revealed by God into the hearts of the Prophets.
: The book written for teaching the rules of the
religion of Islam.

: To bend; the harakah of the letter ra is pronounced
close to a kasrah sound or is pronounced in a voice
between fathah and kasrah.

: The one who leads the prayer; those who follow
him are called the congregation.

: The time that sahur ends and fasting begins; the
time of imsaq begins with daybreak.

: To speak the truth openly without hiding
anything; to approve, to accept, and to acknowledge

something.
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Ishmam : Pushing the lips frontward and rounded in order to

indicate the dammabh.

Israiliyyat : Narrative borrowings from related material in the
Israelite sources; references from Israelite sources;

parables and interpretations that originate from the

Bible.

Itiqad : Faith, belief; creed.

J-K

Jahannam : The place where those who do not believe in Islam
and those who commit sins will be punished; Hell;
Jahim.

Jahiliyyah : Pre-Islamic period; the Age of Ignorance.

Jahim : Jahannam.

Jaiz : Actions on which mukallaf is set free to perform
or abandon it.

Jannah : Paradise; heaven.

Jazm : The diacritical mark indicating the nonexistence of
a vowel.

Jibril : The Angel Gabriel who brings the revelation of
Allah to Hgs prophets.

Juz : A few page-long booklets of hadiths that are
narrated by a single person or on a certain topic.

Ka'bah : The sacred place in Mecca visited by Muslims
throughout the year and circumambulated around.

Kalam : Islamic Theology, the discipline that deals with
basic principles of Islam.

Kawn : Something related to the creation of human beings
and the universe.

Khalifah : The person who is in charge of the Muslim

community in general and of the protection of Islam

as the vicegerent of Prophet Muhammad, caliph.

Khitabah : Oratory; the art of commanding words.
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Khutbah

Kitab al-Muqaddas

Kulliyyah

M-N
Madhhab

Madrasa

Mahshar

Majaz

Makruh

Malahim

Marwa

Mashru’

Masjid

Mawlid

Mihrab

: Sermon delivered on Fridays or on festival days

after or before prayer.

: The common term used for Torah, Psalms, and the
Bible.

: The term used for the entire facilities built around
a mosque such as a soup Kkitchen, library, and

hospital.

: Method or movement in a branch of science or art
that has distinctive features and qualities; school
of thought that emerged on the basis of different

interpretations of a religion.

: A school where, usually, Islamic sciences are taught;
college.

: The place where all people will be gathered on the
Day of Judgment to account for their deeds; the big
crowd.

: Metaphor; figure of speech.

: Actions the performing of which are not considered
to be appropriate by the religion of Islam, although
they are not prohibited.

: The great events and wars that are predicted to
happen in the future.

: One of the hills where Hajar went in order to find
some water, when Ibrahim left her and Ishmael in
Mecca.

: Lawful; appropriate.

: Place of worship.

: A eulogy recited to celebrate the birth of the
Messenger of God; Birth or birthday.

: The place in a mosque that shows the direction of
Mecca and where the imam leads the prayers; the

prayer niche.



Minbar

Mount Sinai

Mu'min

Mubah

Muballigh
Mubham
Mudahhib
Muazzin

Muazzin’s Pew

Mufassal
Mufassir

Mufti

Muhaddith
Mubhajir
Muhkam

Muhtalif
Mujiza
Mujizat
Mujtahid

Mugaddima
Mugabalah

GLOSSARY

: A pulpit in the mosque where the imam stands to

deliver sermons.

The mount on which Moses received Ten

Commandments from God.
: Faithful Muslim.

: Permissible; actions about which mukallaf is left

free to perform or not.

: One who delivers a message.
: Vague; indefinite; dubious.

: Gilder.

: Caller to prayer.

: A special raised platform in a mosque, opposite
the minbar, where a muazzin kneels and chants

prayers.
: Detailed.
: Commentator of the Quran.

: A person who presents the laws and figh of the
scholars to people who ask for them.

: Hadith scholar.
: Meccan Muslims who migrated to Medina.

: Strong; one which is clear in meaning and does not

need interpretation.

: Various; different.

: Miracle, the extraordinary events and behavior
shown by prophets with the permission of Allah in
order to prove their prophecy.

: Miracles; the plural form of the word mujiza.

: A scholar who is eligible to deduce judgments from
the sources of Islamic law.

: Introduction; prologue.

: Recitation of the Qur'an by hafizs in mosques to
the congregation, while the congregation follows

their recitation from the Qur’an.

m
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Mushaf

Mushrik

Mutasawwif

Naat
Nabi
Nadhr
Nahw

Nass

Nazm al-Jalil

Nubuwwah

P-Q-R
Paygambar

Prostration of

Recitation

Qada

Qasida
Qasr

Qiblah

: A book consisting of several pages; the special term

used for the Holy Qur’an.
: Polytheist; the one who does not believe in Allah,

worship to idols, and associate partners with Allah
: One who follows a Sufi order; Sufi.

: A type of poetry that praises the Prophet

Muhammad.

: The prophet who did not receive a sacred book
from Allah.

: To offer something to Allah or to promise to do
something for Allah.
: Arabic syntax.

Certainty, decisive, definitive; the definitive
statements of the Qur’an that are not open to
interpretation.

: The Eminent Word; The Holy Qur’an.
: Prophethood.

: A Persian word meaning prophet; a messenger who
invites people to religion and informs them about

the messages of religion.

: The prostration that becomes compulsory with
recitation or hearing of one or more verse of
prostration; sajdat al-tilawah.

: Judging, resolving, commanding; jurisdiction;
re-fulfillment of worship that is not performed on
time.

: A form of lyric poetry.

: Short recitation of letters without prolonging
them.

: The direction in which a Muslim turns to when
praying.
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Qissa : Parable; a story giving moral lessons.

Qiyamah : End of the world; the day when all the dead will
be resurrected and be questioned about their deeds;
the Judgment Day.

Qiyas : Deriving judgment of a similar issue from the

Quran and sunnah, because it has no clear judgment

in these sources; analogy.
Qudrah : One of the attributes of Allah; omnipotence.
Rahim : One of the names of Allah meaning the Most

Beneficent, Compassionate.
Rahmah : To show mercy and forgiveness; in Turkish public

language, it is also used as a metaphor for “rain”

Rahman : One of the names of Allah meaning most Merciful

toward all creation.

Rakah : The term used for each cycle of a prayer that
consists of standing, one bowing down, and two
prostrations.

Ramadan : The ninth month of the lunar year in which

Muslims fast from dawn till sunset; the last one of
the lunar months called “the three months,” namely

Rajab, Shaban, and Ramadan.

Rasul : Prophet; messenger who invites people to religion

and informs them about the messages of religion.

Riwayah : To report an incident or news.
Rukhsah : Temporary and special rulings due to an excuse.
Ruku : Bending forward after giyam by placing the hands

upon the knees.

N

Sadaqah : Charity; all kinds of charity and goodness that one
voluntarily does just for the sake of Allah.
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Sahaba (pl. Ashab)

Sahih
Sajdah

Saktah

Salat

Salawat

Sarf
Sarih
Sharh

Shari
Sharia

Shirk

Shura
Siddiq
Sirah

Sirat

Siyar

: Those who saw the Prophet Muhammad, converted
to Islam, were present at his congregations, and
became his friends during his lifetime; Companions

of Prophet Muhammad.
: Reliable, correct, true, valid.

: Prostration; placing the palms, knees, tips of the

toes, forehead, and nose on the floor after ruku.

: To keep silent, to stop speaking and reading; to
keep silent for some time while reciting the Quran
and to go on by holding the breath (between silence

and recitation).

: Prayer; showing servitude to God by means of

definite acts.

: The supplication recited to praise and show respect
to the Prophet Muhammad (saw), especially after

mentioning or hearing his name.
: Arabic grammar.
: Clear, evident.

: Interpretation ofabook; an explaining, expounding;

explanation; commentary.
: Legislator; law giver.
: Religious law.

: The belief that there is more than one god; to

associate partners to Allah.

: Consultation, conferring, negotiation.

: The one who is truthful; the most truthful.

: Prophetic biography.

: The bridge that every person must pass on in the
Day of Judgment.

: The science that illuminates the life of the Prophet,

his conduct, manners, administration, battles, and

his evaluations on cases.



Suffah

Suhuf

Sunnah

Sur

Surah

T-U

Taassub

Tabau’t tabiin

Tabiin

Tabligh

Tadhhib

Tadwin
Tafakkur
Tafsir

Tahrif
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: A place next to the Masjid al-Nabawi, in which the
Companions of the Prophet Muhammad taught his

Companions.

: The books that were revealed to the prophets except
the four major books, namely Torah, Psalms, Bible,
and the Qur’an.

: Sayings, acts, and tacit approvals of the Prophet
Muhammad; His customs; the actions that are not
fardhor wajib but were fulfilled and recommended
to Muslims by the Prophet.

: The instrument (or horn) whose features is
unknown to human beings and will be blown by
Angel Israfil on the Day of Judgment.

: The term used for each one of the one hundred and

fourteen parts of the Holy Qur’an; chapter.

: Being a zealot, becoming a bigot in religion; bigotry;
fanaticism.

: The generation who met and came after the

Successors; Successors of the Successors.

: The generation who met and came after the

Companions of Prophet Muhammad; Successors.

: Declaring; informing people about Islam.

: An application of the art of coating the manuscripts
with gold or of something that looks like gold;
gilding.

: Gathering together, compilation.

: Contemplation, deep thinking.

: Exegesis; Islamic science that deals with the correct
understanding and interpretation of the Qur’an;
commentary of the Quran.

: Changing; corrupting or distorting the orthography

of a word; distortion.
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Tajweed

Taqlid

Tagqwa

Tarigah
Tasawwuf
Tashbih
Tawadu

Tawaf

Tawakkul

Tawhid

Thawab

Tilawah

Tawbah

Ulama

Ummah

Ummi

: To adorn and beautify something; technically, the
rules that need to be followed to read the Qur’an
pleasantly.

: Trying to resemble or liken to a particular example;
making fun by repeating one’s behaviors or speech;
imitation.

: Fear from God; to avoid what is forbidden and to

do what is commanded by Islam.

: Path, way, different understandings of religion.
: Islamic mysticism; Sufism.

: Comparison; parable.

: Humility; modesty; lack of conceit.

: The act of circumambulation around the Ka’bah
by keeping the Ka’bah on the left; Tawaf is formed
from seven circumambulations around the Ka’bah
beginning from the corner of the Ka’bah where the
Hajar al-Aswad (The Black Stone) is placed.

: Doing everything we can and then putting our
trust in Allah’s plan.

: Believing in oneness of Allah.

: Spiritual rewards that will be awarded by Allah
in the Hereafter for the good deeds done in this

world.

: Recitation of the Quran in accordance with proper
rules.

: Repentance and regret from a sin and resolution
not to do it again.

: Muslim scholars.

: The entire Muslim community who believe in the
Prophet Muhammad and follow his commands and

prohibitions.

: A person who does not know how to read and

write; illiterate.



Urf

Usul al-Figh

Usul al-Hadith

Usul

V-W-Z

Wa'z

Wahy Scribe

Wahy

Wajib

Wakil

Waqf

Wagfiya

‘Waswasa

Zabani

Zahid
Zahir
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: Customary things that are not determined by law
but by the continuous application of the community;
tradition.

: A branch of figh deals with the evidences of juridical
rulings, and principles and methods of deriving legal
decisions from those evidences.

: The science that determines the degrees and
qualities of narrations.

: Methodology; way and method; essential principles

and rules.

: Religious talks and advice delivered in the mosques;

sermons, advice.

: The Companions who recorded the revelations of
Allah.

: Revelation from Allah, which is sent to prophets

through the angel Jibreel.

: Compulsory; the actions whose fulfillment is
commanded but is not as definitive as the obligatory
ones (fard).

: Agent; the one who is set for acting in the place of

another, or the one who is given authority.

: Endowment; Islamic religious foundation; plural
of awqaf.

: Foundation.

: Wrong and idle thought, anxiety; calling bad
possibilities into mind and worrying; thinking that

an improbable thing will happen.

: The angels that are responsible for throwing sinners
into Hell.

: Piously abstemious; ascetic.

: External; self-evident; visible.
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Zakat

Zamzam
Zawiya

Zuhd

: Almsgiving; one of the five pillars of Islam
performed by Muslims who are considered wealthy
(who possess wealth above the required minimum
amount) by giving a certain amount of their wealth
to those who are specified by Allah for His sake.

: Water that springs from a well near Ka'bah.

: A small Islamic monastery.

: Pious asceticism.
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Salli-Barik v

Rabbana v

Invocations  of
Qunut

B. The following sentences belong to which utterances and invocations?

1. The Adhan of Fajr Prayer
2. Invocations of Qunut
3. Salli Barik

4. Al-Tahiyyat

5. Subhanaka

6. Amantu

7. Qunut

8. Kalimah al-Shahadah
9. Rabbana

10. Igamah

11. Al-Tahiyyat

12. Invocations of Qunut
13. Subhanaka

CHAPTER 3

A.

Al.B

A2.B

A3.C

A.
A.
A.
A.
A.

A.

4.C
5.D
6. A
7.C
8.E

9.A
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B.1.F
B.2.F
B3.T
B4.F
B.5. T
B.6. F
B.7.T
B.8.T
B9.F

B.10. T

C.

1. Madd al-tabi'i

2. If recitation stops, madd al-aridh; if it continues, madd al-tabi'i
3. Madd al-tabi'i

4. Madd al-lazim

5. Madd al-munfasil

6. Madd al-muttasil

7. Madd al-tabi'i (on letter hu)

8. Madd al-tabi'i

9. Madd al-tabi'i

10. If recitation stops, madd al-aridh; if it continues, madd al-tabi'i
11. Madd al-muttasil

12. Madd al-tabi'i

13. Madd al-munfasil

14-15. Madd al-tabi'i on both alif and dhal
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16. Madd al-leen
17. If recitation stops, madd al-aridh; if it continues, madd al-tabi'i

18. If recitation stops, madd al-aridh; if it continues, madd al-tabi'i

CHAPTER 5

B B3.E B.6.B
B.I.B B4.B B.7.E
B2.B B5.B B8.E

And He sent against them birds
in flocks.

ot bl 2l Gl

o

Gl B 4
NI & 54l
L2

Then exalt [Him] with praise of
your Lord and ask forgiveness
of Him.

And he does not encourage the
feeding of the poor.
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Guide us to the straight path.
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So pray to your Lord and
sacrifice to Him.

For you is your religion, and for
me is my religion.

There is nothing equivalent to
Him.

He knows what is (presently)
before them and what will be
after them.

Our Lord, and burden us not
with that which we have no
ability to bear.

He is Allah, the Creator, the
Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him
belong the best names.
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